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Kerala govt. launches
women-only ‘pink
bus’ in Capital city

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The State government
launched the women-only
‘pink bus’ service intro-
duced by the Kerala State
Road Transport Corpora-
tion (KSRTC), at the Thiru-
vananthapuram Central
depot on Thursday, as part
of the government’s 100-
day action plan.

Speaking after inaugu-
rating the State-level roll-
out of the initiative, Tran-
sport Minister C.P. John
said the project is being im-
plemented with the aim of
ensuring safe and comfor-
table travel for working
women. The government’s
goal is to create an environ-
ment where women can
travel freely.

Pink bus services will
operate at 8 p.m. and 10
p.m. to ensure safety dur-
ing night travel for women
working in places includ-
ing Technopark.

The project will be ex-
tended to other districts
soon, and the routes and
timings will be determined
after assessing the require-
ments of the passengers,
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said the Minister.

In addition to night ser-
vices, the pink buses will
ply during the day as well.
The Minister said that pink
bus services have been ar-
ranged in the morning to
ensure safe travel to the
medical college for women
arriving by train, mothers
travelling with small chil-
dren, and patients.

‘No basis for fear’
Stating that the KSRTC is
doing exemplary work in
promoting the use of pu-
blic transport, the Minister
said it has gained strong
trust and acceptance
among the people, which
has increased the confi-
dence and pride of the em-
ployees.

Mr. John added that
there is no basis for the
fear that the salaries of the
employees would be affect-
ed in the name of imple-
menting the free travel
scheme.

To ensure the punctuali-
ty of services and increase
revenue, an online reserva-
tion facility and the use of
electric buses in the future
are also being considered.

24J7. Kerala govt. launches women-only
‘pink bus’ in Capital city
HTeT FIFR A ASTUTAT H Faer Afgansit F faw

‘R @ a1 L&

e The State government launched the women-
only ‘pink bus’ service introduced by the Kerala State
Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) at the
Thiruvananthapuram Central Depot on Thursday, as
part of the government’s 100-day action plan.

T THR A AR F FIeT AT g IRag e
(KSRTC) aRT & & I shael Afgen3it & forw R aw
T o YIRS Forgaaiarqear Ager U & TR H1 100-
g SRS & 3iaeia fham)

e Speaking after inaugurating the State-level
rollout of the initiative, Transport Minister C.P. John
said the project is being implemented with the aim of
ensuring safe and comfortable travel for working
women.

S8 Ygel o ToFcTdT YIRS & o1e aRaes 7t @, st
= gl o Ig TRTISTN Frarehrsh Afgaat & fov geiara
3R glersras AT GATRTT FI & 38T A o i o
el

e The government’s goal is to create an
environment where women can travel freely.

TR HT 36T THT ATATIVT AR AT § STl AfgeTd
TIAT T F ATHT A Ton |
e Pink bus services will operate at 8 p.m. and 10

p.m. to ensure safety during night travel for women
working in places including Technopark.

R s Yar? afF A & GRIeT Rt FaAfad i & fow
Td 8 It 31X 10 g9 FaTfeld aief, fATHT SFaTF Sy
TUTAT R HRA Afgel3it & fow|

e The project will be extended to other districts soon, and the routes and timings will be
determined after assessing the requirements of the passengers, said the Minister.

7Y 7 FeT o 57 RIS &1 N & 3T forat ao aear o s gt anf3=ar
HTTRIFHATHT T HTeheled el & d1G ART AR FHAg-|IRef fFeuifa S areef)

e In addition to night services, the pink buses will ply during the day as well.
TRt Famsit & faRed e a3 e & Ta@a o Garford $r smeef|

e The Minister said that pink bus services have been arranged in the morning to ensure safe

travel to the Medical College for women arriving by train, mothers travelling with small
children, and patients.

FAY o AT T GoIg & T e o Qansit S cFawyn 3a7 Afgen3it & forw & a1$ & St W &
3T &, BYE roall & A AT FIA aTell A, 74T AT P AfSeher Pieror T FUET g
& 36T H|

‘No basis for fear’

‘ST T FI$ 3TYUR T
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e Stating that the KSRTC is doing exemplary work in promoting the use of public transport,
the Minister said it has gained strong trust and acceptance among the people, which has
increased the confidence and pride of the employees.

FA1 3 g o FTHIRET (KSRTC) WSt o TRAGT & 3TAT &l TGTaT &of H Ichse e Y
T 1 30 ol & orer 3HenT fareard 3R ¥ ligpfa a6 &, forad setanRal &1 srenfaearw 3k

ailta s Ter g

e Mr. John added that there is no basis for the fear that the salaries of the employees would
be affected in the name of implementing the free travel scheme.

At Siet =1 Tg o gl 1o for: 2o ATAT AT 9] Ye oh ATH U HAATRAT oh AeleT FHTAT gled bl

3TRIHT T IS TR AT &

e To ensure the punctuality of services and increase revenue, an online reservation facility
and the use of electric buses in the future are also being considered.

HaT3HT T FHIEEHAT AR T 3R Ao TETe & AT JHferager JREToT gRveT quT sy
F gafeead T8l & 39T W 3 faaR frar s 8l

Questions and Answers &o the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Which country has hosted the most Games? Ans:
Australia (five times)

2. Which city was confirmed in 2022 as the host but pulled
out because of cost factors and which Asian country also
backed out? Ans: Victoria (Australia) and Malaysia

3. How many core sports and medals are on offer? Ans:
215 gold medals across 10 core sports

4. Who was the first Indian to win a Gold medal at the
Games and how many medals has India won since its
debut in 19347 Ans: Milkha Singh (men’s 440 yards at
Cardiff 1958) and 564 (including 22 gold)

5. This Indian won 15 medals at the Games. Ans: Jaspal
Rana and shooting

6. Which Olympic medallists will carry the Indian tricolour
and bear the ceremonial baton at the Glasgow 2026
opening ceremony? Ans: Mirabai Chanu and Lovlina
Borgohain respectively

7. In which sports are Nayan Moni Saikia, Pranati Nayak,
and Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam expected to shine? Ans:
Lawn bowls, artistic gymnastics, and track cycling
Visual: Name this mascot. Ans: Finnie the unicorn
Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan | Piyali Tuli | Neil
Lall | Prodosh Mitra | Prem Nath Tiwari

2437. QUIZ

1. Which country has hosted the most
Commonwealth Games?

e Australia has hosted the Commonwealth Games
five times, making it the most frequent host nation in the
history of the Games. The editions were Sydney (1938),
Perth (1962), Brisbane (1982), Melbourne (2006), and
Gold Coast (2018).

e Australia has consistently played a leading role in
the Commonwealth sporting movement by providing world-
class infrastructure, athlete-friendly facilities, and efficient
event management.

e The country is also one of the most successful
nations in Commonwealth Games history, having won
thousands of medals across multiple editions.

e Hosting the Games has significantly strengthened
Australia's sporting culture and international sporting
reputation.

e The Commonwealth Games Federation (now
Commonwealth Sport) selects host cities based on
infrastructure, financial sustainability, and legacy planning.

2. Which city was confirmed in 2022 as the host

but later withdrew because of cost concerns? Which Asian country also backed out?

e |n 2022, the Australian state of Victoria was awarded the hosting rights for the 2026

Commonwealth Games.

e However, in 2023, Victoria withdrew after projected costs rose dramatically beyond the
original estimates, making the event financially unsustainable.

e Following Victoria's withdrawal, Malaysia considered hosting the Games but declined due to
financial priorities and concerns over the economic burden.

e Eventually, Glasgow (Scotland) agreed to host the 2026 Games using a compact, low-cost
model centred around existing venues and a reduced sports programme.

e This new approach is widely viewed as a model for making future Commonwealth Games

financially sustainable.

3. How many core sports and medals are on offer at Glasgow 20267
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e The Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games feature a streamlined programme consisting of
10 sports, compared with a much larger programme in previous editions.

e Athletes will compete for 215 gold medals, including events in both able-bodied and Para
sports.

e The Games include the largest integrated Para-sport programme in Commonwealth
Games history, reflecting a strong emphasis on inclusivity.

o Approximately 3,000 athletes from 74 Commonwealth nations and territories are
participating.

e The compact format reduces organisational costs while maintaining high-quality international
competition across selected sports.

4, Who was the first Indian to win an individual Commonwealth Games Gold medal?
How many medals has India won since its debut in 19347

e Milkha Singh, popularly known as the "Flying Sikh," became the first Indian to win an
individual Commonwealth Games gold medal by winning the 440 yards race at the 1958
Cardiff Games.

e His historic victory marked India's arrival as a serious athletics nation on the international
stage.

e India first participated in the Commonwealth Games in 1934.

e According to the updated medal tally before the Glasgow 2026 edition, India has won 564
Commonwealth Games medals, including 22 gold medals.

5. Which Indian has won 15 Commonwealth Games medals?

e Jaspal Rana is among India's most successful Commonwealth Games athletes and is
credited with winning 15 medals in shooting.

e He dominated pistol shooting events during the 1990s and early 2000s, earning multiple gold
medals across different editions.

e Rana specialised in 25 m Centre Fire Pistol and 25 m Standard Pistol events.

6. Which Olympic medallists carried the Indian tricolour and ceremonial baton at the
Glasgow 2026 opening ceremony?

e Mirabai Chanu, India's Olympic silver medallist in weightlifting, served as the Indian flag
bearer during the opening ceremony of the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games.

e Lovlina Borgohain, the Olympic bronze medallist in boxing, carried the ceremonial King's
Baton for India.

7. In which sports are Nayan Moni Saikia, Pranati Nayak, and Ronaldo Singh
Laitonjam expected to excel?

e Nayan Moni Saikia represents India in Lawn Bowls, a sport in which India has shown
remarkable progress since winning historic medals at the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth
Games.

e Pranati Nayak competes in Artistic Gymnastics and is one of India's leading female
gymnasts, especially known for her performances in vault events.

e Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam is India's top Track Cyclist and has consistently represented the
country in Asian and Commonwealth competitions.

8. Visual Question — Name the Official Mascot

e Finnie the Unicorn is the official mascot of the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games.
e The unicorn is the national animal of Scotland, making it an appropriate cultural symbol for
the host nation.
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e The mascot's horn is inspired by the famous traffic cone placed on Glasgow's Duke of
Wellington statue, reflecting the city's distinctive sense of humour.

Maruti Brezza 5,37 \aruti Brezza receives 5-star Bharat NCAP safety rating
receives 5-star

Bharat NCAP ~ FTST SISiT Y 8T UaA+q (Bharat NCAP) # 5-FeR F&T Ifear yrea
safety rating
RES—— e Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. said it had received a 5-star safety rating in both Adult

The Hindu Bureau

MUMBAT Occupant Protection (AOP) and Child Occupant Protection (COP) for its upcoming
Maruti suzuki ndia id.  VENICIE sport utility vehicle (SUV) the New Brezza, under the Bharat New Car

id it had ived 5-
safety rating m bom adur ASS€SSmMent Program (Bharat NCAP).

Sﬁ;“giﬁif’?;:ﬁ;‘;‘;:.“}fi‘;? arsfar goreht g3 faffes o et o 3weht 3momed T R fad sfwer (SUV) T aFT *Y
tection (COP) for its up-

coming vebicle sport wl STTT Y HR FUWHC WHAITH (Bharat NCAP) & cledl USee Hagic WIeFrsT (AOP) aT
N srsament e qI5e3 JFqie ‘\’ WRFeT (COP) &t A0t & 5-F R & X v g-é- .y

gram (Bharat NCAP). i i X A R . . .
The model s slated to e Itis equipped with several safety features including blind spot warning with

launch on Friday. It is

equipped withseveralsafe- — [ane change alert, rear cross traffic alert, front parking sensors, tyre pressure
ty features including blind

spot warning with lane  MONitoring system (TPMS), emergency stop signal, safe exit warning, amongst
change alert, rear cross
traffic alert, front parking OtherS.

Emmgy ",iftm Ig aATeeT s GaT G & o &, 5197 seng's wate anfetar, ot <ot arere, R wiw v
, emergency stop

s, sale ot waring, (&, Whe IFRT AT, TR WR Affere Nar AT (TPMS), gAY Teiq v, A6 vise
arfeter AR 3= Graumw e g1

BHARAT NEW CAR ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (BHARAT NCAP)

e Bharat New Car Assessment Program (Bharat NCAP) is India's indigenous car safety rating
system launched by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) to help consumers
know how safe a car is in the event of a crash.

e It rates passenger vehicles on a 1-star to 5-star scale, with 5 stars indicating the highest level of
safety.

How does Bharat NCAP work?

e Manufacturers voluntarily nominate eligible passenger vehicles for testing under Bharat NCAP.
Independent crash tests are conducted, and the vehicle receives a safety rating.

The assessment mainly includes:

e Frontal Offset Deformable Barrier (ODB) Crash Test — simulates a head-on collision.

e Side Impact Crash Test — evaluates protection during a side collision.

e Side Pole Impact Test (for vehicles aiming for higher safety ratings) — measures protection when a
vehicle hits a pole sideways.

The ratings are based on:

e Adult Occupant Protection (AOP).
Child Occupant Protection (COP).
Availability and performance of safety technologies such as Electronic Stability Control (ESC), seat-
belt reminders, airbags, ISOFIX child-seat anchorages, etc.

Who can participate?

e The programme covers passenger motor vehicles (Category M1) with a Gross Vehicle Weight
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Benefits

(GVW) not exceeding 3.5 tonnes, manufactured or imported into India.

Consumers: Can make informed purchasing decisions based on safety.
Manufacturers: Encourages competition to build safer vehicles.

Government: Supports the goal of reducing deaths and injuries from road accidents.
Society: Promotes a culture where vehicle safety becomes a priority.

Lovlina assures India’s first

medal at the Glasgow Games

Lovlina Borgohain assured India of its first medal at the Glasgow
Commonwealth Games after the boxer received a direct entry into
the semifinals of the women’s 75kg event, which guarantees her a
bronze. Lovlina, who was handed a first-round bye in the five-boxer
draw, will take on Tuvalu’s TKBP Taafaki in the semifinals.

Dhruv and Jiya
take the honours

BADMINTON

§
CHENNAI

Uttarakhand’s Dhruv Negi
beat Rajasthan’s Pranay
Katta 20-18, 14-16, 15-11 in
the final to clinch men’s
singles title in the Yonex-
Sunrise All India senior-
ranking badminton tourna-
ment at the Jawaharlal Neh-
ru indoor stadium on
Thursday. It was the 20-
year-old’s maiden senior
men’s singles title. In the
women'’s final, Haryana’s Ji-
ya Rawat defeated Andhra
Pradesh’s M. Tanishq 15-12,
15-10 to take the honours.
The tournament also
threw up a few surprises.
Tamil Nadu’s mixed dou-
bles specialist K. Sathish
Kumar suffered a quarterfi-
nal exit to an unseeded Ker-
ala pair. Reigning Asian u-17
champion S.R. Diksha and
Sadhana Fenelon, a bronze
medallist at last week’s Na-
tional-ranking tournament
in Kochi, also bowed out
early in the women’s sin-

Dhruv and Jiya with their big
prize. B. JOTHI RAMALINGAM

gles. The championship
was without the National
men's singles champion
Rithvik Sanjeevi and form-
er junior World No. 1 San-
kar Muthusamy as they
were away on international
duty.

Other results (finals): Doubles:
Men: Viplav Kuvale & Viraj Kuvale
(Mah) bt Mohammad Amaan (Raj)
& Dingku Singh Konthoujam
(Man) 13-15, 15-4, 15-4.

Women: V.S. Varshini (TN) &
Nayana S. Oasis (Ker) bt
Rutaparna Panda & Swetaparna
Panda (Odi) 15-12, 15-6.

Mixed: Vimalraj Annadurai &
Shreya Balaji (TN) bt
Sankarprasad Udayakumar &
Diya Arun (Ker) 15-8, 15-10.

24J7. Lovlina assures India’s first medal at the
Glasgow Games

FATAAT F TATHIN WAl H R T Tgell Ug Flafdeaa

e Lovlina Borgohain assured India of its first medal at the
Glasgow Commonwealth Games after the boxer received a direct
entry into the semifinals of the women’s 75kg event, which
guaranteed her a bronze.

AT AN = TATHIN AEHASHA Wl H HRA T Igell Teh oAt
X T, ST 3¢ Afgan3it & 75 fFaane oot & defeEad 7 A yaer
e, Toraw 37T HIFT 9&H I gl I

24J7. Dhruv and Jiya take the honours

ya 3t foram & R st e e

e Uttarakhand’s Dhruv Negi beat Rajasthan’s Pranay Katta 20-18,
14-16, 15-11 in the final to clinch the men’s singles title in the Yonex-
Sunrise All India Senior Ranking Badminton Tournament at the
Jawabharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium on Thursday.

3AIES & Ya A1 o TEAR FT FATGIAT A $3N FA3AA 3 ImAToIT
AeiF-weuser e 3T @fear Iar Ssfiiee e & wrsee 7 Terear
& JOTT HEel T 20-18, 14-16, 15-11 H g TOF Tehel & S T

e The championship was without the National men’s singles
champion Rithvik Sanjeevi and former junior World No. 1 Sankar
Muthusamy as they were away on international duty.

Ig ANTARIT TR T vaher ATer Ffoas woitdt 31k gd spferr faee
-1 AHT YA & 9T 3TN g3, Fifep F e wferafaanait
TET I
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Topping the charts, Odisha govt. plans new policy to curb trafficking of women
and girls

AT R & AT 7 MNE T @A F a1, 3N THR F ARt il arfewit
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Topping the charts, Odisha
govt. plans new policy to curb
trafficking of women and girls

_ Satyasundar Barik
BHUBANESWAR

Having recorded the high-
est number of human traf-
ficking victims in India for
four consecutive years, Od-
isha has now proposed a
new State policy, Nutana
Sakala (New Dawn), to
curb the practice through
measures ranging from
community-based preven-
tion to confiscation of as-
sets linked to trafficking
networks.

Draft copy circulated

The draft copy of the poli-
cy being prepared by Wo-
men and Child Develop-
ment Department has
been circulated among top
police brass, including Di-
rector General of Police,
DG (Crime Branch) and Ad-
dition DG (Crime Against
Women and Child Wing),
for their opinion. The poli-
cy has adopted best prac-

The State recorded
Zero convictions in

2021 despite 707
survivors identified
and 65 traffickers
arrested

tices from other States and
abroad.

“Nutana Sakala is Od-
isha’s unified policy frame-
work for addressing all
forms of trafficking relating
to women and girls. The
framework is built on four
pillars such as prevention,
protection, prosecution,
and partnership to ensure
a comprehensive and coor-
dinated response,” says the
draft policy.

Grave statistics

The radical measures
come against grave statis-
tics. The total number of
humans trafficked from
Odisha as per National
Crime Records Bureau

AT G|

Draft copy circulated

Fater gfe gaiRa

(NCRB) was 1,475 (2021),
1,120 (2022), 1,305 (2023)
and 1,039 (2024) as against
an annual national average
of 6,158 during this period.

Vulnerable factors lead-
ing to trafficking include
83.3% rural population
with limited access to for-
mal markets and social
protection (Census 2011),
22.85% Scheduled Tribe
population, disproportion-
ately represented among
trafficking victims due to
poverty, social exclusion,
limited legal literacy, fe-
male literacy at 64% vs 82%
male and over 20 lakh sea-
sonal migrant workers an-
nually who are particularly
vulnerable.

The State recorded zero
convictions in 2021 despite
707 survivors identified
and 65 traffickers arrested
while only 182 of 298 ar-
rested persons were char-
gesheeted in 2023 with 61%
chargesheeting rate.

24J7. Topping the charts, Odisha
govt. plans new policy to curb
trafficking of women and girls

AT aERN & AT 7 oY W @t
& 91g, NPT TFR o A3t ik
Fifas1t 1 ared U F A ag
A Fr AT g

e Having recorded the highest
number of human trafficking victims in
India for four consecutive years, Odisha
has now proposed a new State policy,
Nutana Sakala (New Dawn), to curb the
practice through measures ranging from
community-based prevention to
confiscation of assets linked to trafficking
networks.

AR IR du doh IR H AAT aEh
AT AIfsd gof fohT St & a1E feear &
31S T WHTCAT (7€ FaIg) AT =18 A5
A 1 geaTa @ &, foraeT 3egeT
AIACIIH TR TR AHATH F A TR
Aeash & 53 IR T Sfeclt e fafdest
3UTIT & ATETH ¥ 59 JATAT W AI=07

e The draft copy of the policy being prepared by the Women and Child Development
Department has been circulated among top police officials, including the Director General of
Police, DG (Crime Branch) and Additional DG (Crime Against Women and Child Wing),
for their opinion.

AfEeT ve T fawrr fAsImer gary R & S W@ sa HAIf & #Ele g gfew Aefagers, Sisht

(3rorer e Tt fafed sl (FfReT va are srary yeis) afed aftss giow sl &

T 37T I ITed et o FolT TR T 378 B
e The policy has adopted best practices from other States and abroad.

3 A # 3T Tt 927 fact & Fafar si-ueufadr & 39« T gl

e “Nutana Sakala is Odisha’s unified policy framework for addressing all forms of trafficking
relating to women and girls.

“Fcle FehTell Hfgell3i A STTIRIHT & HftrT Tell e i TEhl A foiues & forw aifeem &

Threhel aifiard arerm &
e The framework is built on four pillars such as prevention, protection, prosecution, and

partnership to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated response,” says the draft policy.
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HENET AT & HTAR, TE ST AFYUTA, TIETOT, RIS TUT WIFIGRT S TR Tl R ekt
g, difeh Teh caTIeh vd gAf-ad giafhar giafead & o ae|

Grave statistics

The radical measures come against grave statistics.
A 19 39T HAd FRidTsieteh 3Hfenst it qeasifa 7 geanfad fav o &)

The total number of humans trafficked from Odisha as per the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) was 1,475 (2021), 1,120 (2022), 1,305 (2023) and 1,039 (2024) as against
an annual national average of 6,158 during this period.

TET 3rarer RlE s (NCRB) & 31eTaR, TR & HoTa el & el NSl & dear 2021
# 1,475, 2022 & 1,120, 2023 & 1,305 TAT 2024 H 1,039 I, STafh S 3G & T A
3 aa 6,158 ar|

Vulnerable factors leading to trafficking include 83.3% rural population with limited access to
formal markets and social protection (Census 2011).

TR AT FAGAMAT TeTeT dTel HReT 3 2011 HY SAIOTAT h ITHR 83.3% ATHIOT HTATEY T

3oenRep STSTRT T FIATSR GRET T AT Tg gIeAm M ¢
The 22.85% Scheduled Tribe population is disproportionately represented among trafficking
victims due to poverty, social exclusion and limited legal literacy.

22.85% QAT ST 1 ITETCT IS, HATTSR STESHR TUT MIAT HleeAT SRR &
FROT AR & NSl 3 3eTerére &9 § 317 gfafafie e g

Female literacy stands at 64% compared to 82% for males.

AT FIERET & 64% §, ST feh TEST hT ABRAT & 82% ¥

Over 20 lakh seasonal migrant workers annually are particularly vulnerable to trafficking.
gfaay 20 ar@ ¥ 31w AlgH) yard s@F [T 0 J AT &0 & 9fa Gacaie &

The State recorded zero convictions in 2021 despite 707 survivors being identified and 65
traffickers arrested.

2021 # 707 AT ggaret 3R 65 aFHIU I FREAN & drarsie Tod H v #ff Awfdgfer g
GRKE]

In 2023, only 182 of 298 arrested persons were chargesheeted, resulting in a 61%
chargesheeting rate.

2023 # 298 FRTAR safFaal &7 @ Fddl 182 & fAeey IRIY-9F aIf&er fonam 311, forad 61%
IRIY-T ST FTA hY & & ES|

GS Paper 1: Geography 24 July 2026
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24J7 | Activist ends fast against Ken, Betwa linking after 18 days

FHFAT A Fed—adar fAfFT F & & 18 R a1 3revere gATCT v

At rock bottom: Boats lie on the dried-up bed of the
Danube River near the Calafat—Vidin Bridge, which
connects Bulgaria and Romania, in

southeastern Bulgaria. Prolonged drought and hot weather
across Europe have pushed water levels in the river to
record seasonal lows.
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LONGEST RIVERS IN EUROPE

\RankHRiver HApprox. LengthHCountries \
1 |VolgaRiver|3,530 km |Russia |
2  |panube 2,857 km |Germany to Romania (10 countries)|
3 |lural River [2,428 km |Russia, Kazakhstan |
4 |[Dnieper 2,201 km |Russia, Belarus, Ukraine |
5  ||Don River [1,950 km |Russia |

TOP 5 LONGEST RIVERS IN THE WORLD

\RankHRiver HApprox. LengthHContinent \
1 |Nile 16,650 km |Africa |
2 |Amazon River 16,400 km |South Americal
3 |lvangtze 16,300 km |Asia |
4 |Mississippi-Missouri River System||6,275 km INorth America)
5 ||Yenisei River 15,539 km |Asia |

Highest Peak on Each Continent (Seven Summits)

Continent Highest Peak Height %ﬁrr::gy’
Asia IMount Everest I8,848.86 m | [Nepal-China (Tibet)|
South America  |Aconcagua 16,961 m||/Argentina |
North America | Denali 16,190 m|United States (Alaska) |
Africa IMount Kilimanjaro 5,895 m|[Tanzania |
]Europe HMount Elbrus H5,642 mHRussia \
Antarctica |Vinson Massif 14,892 m| Antarctica |
|

/Australia/Oceania*|Puncak Jaya (Carstensz Pyramid)|i4,884 m||Indonesia (Papua)
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24J7. Activist ends fast against Ken, Betwa linking after 18 days
HTARAT A Fel—dadT fafhar & BN 7 18 AT a1€ 32 g Fam

Ken-Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP)

e The Ken-Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP) is India's first river interlinking project
under the National Perspective Plan (NPP).

e |t aimsto transfer surplus water from the Ken River basin to the water-deficit Betwa
River basin to improve irrigation, drinking water supply, and hydropower generation in the
Bundelkhand region.

Rivers Involved

[Feature |[Ken River |Betwa River

Origin Ahirgawan village, Jabalpur district, Madhya Jhiri village, Raisen district,
9 Pradesh Madhya Pradesh
lLength [~427 km [~590 km
[Flows through |Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh |[Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh
Ivlfajor Tributary Yamuna Yamuna
o]
Confluence Meets Yamuna near Chilla village (Banda Meets Yamuna near Hamirpur
district, Uttar Pradesh) (Uttar Pradesh)

Water Transfer Source
e Source River: Ken River
e Receiving River: Betwa River
e Water will be diverted through the Daudhan Dam and a 221-km-long Ken—Betwa Link
Canal.

Major Components

e Daudhan Dam on the Ken River.

e 221 km Link Canal.

e Two tunnels.

e Powerhouses.

e Barrages (including Lower Orr Project and Kotha Barrage in later phases).
Districts Benefited
Madhya Pradesh

¢ Panna

e Chhatarpur

e Tikamgarh

e Sagar

e Damoh

e Vidisha

e Raisen
Uttar Pradesh

e Jhansi

e Mahoba

e Banda

e Lalitpur
Purpose

e Irrigation for drought-prone Bundelkhand.

o Drinking water supply.
e Hydroelectric power generation.
e Reduction of groundwater dependence.
e Agricultural development.
Hydropower
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e 103 MW hydropower.
e 27 MW solar power (planned as part of the project ecosystem).
Core Issues Associated with the Project

e Environmental Concerns: The Daudhan Dam will submerge part of the Panna Tiger
Reserve.

e Question over "Surplus Water": Some hydrologists argue that the Ken River may not
consistently have surplus water, particularly under changing climate conditions.

e Climate Change: Changing rainfall patterns could reduce water availability, affecting the
project's long-term viability.

o Displacement: Submergence may affect villages and require rehabilitation and resettlement
of affected families.

e Inter-State Water Sharing: Water allocation between Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh
requires careful coordination to avoid future disputes.

e Biodiversity Loss: Ecologically sensitive areas, including riverine ecosystems and protected
habitats, may be affected.

Importance for Bundelkhand
The project seeks to address:
e Frequent droughts.
e Low agricultural productivity.
e Water scarcity for drinking and irrigation.
e Rural livelihood challenges.

GS Paper Il: Polity 24 July 2026
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24J7 | Elected rural and municipal representatives in Bengal now barred from issuing
certificates

gfiRTd 9 A AT arvr v9 IR Ae gAY F) 39 AT S SRS S
TehT 14T

24J7 | How should cities reclaim footpaths?

el T BTl F R TR GeT: wred Far aifge?

24J7 | Theright to protest and the limits of police power
faier weeier &t arfew 3k i afda & dane
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Elected rural and municipal
representatives in Bengal now
barred from issuing certificates

V A’ 11
KOLKATA

Citing widespread irregu-
larities in the issuing of
birth and death certificates
in West Bengal during the
previous regime, State
Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal on Thursday said
that elected representa-
tives in panchayats and
municipalities will no lon-
ger be allowed to issue
these documents.

On the same day, police
raids were carried out at
multiple local body offices
across the State, including
in Kolkata, as part of a
probe into such irregulari-
ties. Most of the civic bo-
dies in the State are still ad-
ministered by Trinamool
Congress representatives.

Only designated govern-
ment officials would be
authorised to issue birth
and death certificates, Mr.
Agarwal said, removing

ajn-r
L CEkru_'q‘T
&

State Chief Secretary Manoj
Agarwal said only designated
government officials would be
authorised to issue certificates.
ISTOCKPHOTOS/GETTY IMAGES

the power from all elected
public  representatives.
“During the SIR, many er-
rors and irregularities were
detected. The police have
also received many com-
plaints. Fake birth certifi-
cates have been found in
many places,” the Chief Se-
cretary said, adding that
the complaints were re-
ceived after the Assembly
election held earlier this
year.

Mr. Agarwal, who

served as the State’s Chief
Electoral Officer during the
election, said that if
anyone has knowingly and
“deliberately committed
fraud, they will not be
spared”.

Police raids

Police teams conducted
searches at municipalities
and corporations in several
districts of the State on
Thursday as part of an in-
vestigation into irregulari-
ties in the issuance of birth
and death certificates.
Searches were conducted
in Kolkata, Birbhum,
Cooch Behar, Paschim
Bardhaman, Purba Bard-
haman, Hooghly, North 24
Parganas, and South 24
Parganas districts.

The government is also
in the process of bringing
in legislation to curb the fi-
nancial powers of elected
representatives at pan-
chayats and municipalities.

24J7. Elected rural and
municipal representatives
in Bengal now barred from
issuing certificates
qiRgH Forrer # At
ITATOT UF IR o
gfafafrat #1 3« yamor-ax
SR T & AT 1T

e Citing widespread
irregularities in the issuing of
birth and death certificates in
West Bengal during the previous
regime, State Chief Secretary
Manoj Agarwal on Thursday said
that elected representatives in
panchayats and municipalities
will no longer be allowed to issue
these documents.

oo AT & RTeT IRaH
ST A S+ T Hcg TAOT-TA1 &
SR gt 7 e AfagfAaansit
T aTel &1 §U AT & 7&q T
HeAler 3TAT = IR FN Fgl foh
qarRIdt 3R Aaarfaresit &
faiRg vt & 3w S
STl STRY et T 3Tl oTet
graf|

¢ Onthe same day, police raids were carried out at multiple local body offices across the
State, including in Kolkata, as part of a probe into such irregularities.

34 et Ol rfafAadrsit it Sirar & dgd Fradrar afgd W T A 3 FAeiT e

FrITeral ) gferd STdar &1 78|

THE INDICATIVE LIST COMPRISES 11 DOCUMENTS:

ah@n R

Birth Certificate.
Indian Passport.
Matriculation/Secondary School Certificate issued by a recognized Board/University.
Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC).
Identity Card or Pension Payment Order of a regular Central/State Government employee or

PSU employee/pensioner.

LCoNoo

10 Family Register maintained by State/Local authorities.
11. Government land or house allotment certificate.
For the purposes of the SIR exercise, the following are not accepted as proof of citizenship by

themselves:

e Aadhaar Card
e EPIC (Voter ID)

Government/Local Authority/Bank/Post Office/LIC/PSU document issued before 1 July 1987.
Forest Rights Certificate.
SC/ST/OBC or other caste certificate issued by the competent authority.
National Register of Citizens (NRC), where applicable.
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How should cities reclaim footpaths?

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted? What does the Act require before vendors can be removed? What is the role of the Town Vending Committee? Can

street vendors be evicted before a survey is completed? Why has Bengaluruss footpath drive come under scrutiny?

EXPLAINER

Rishita Khanna

The story so far:

ollowing the Supreme Court’s
F recognition of the right to walk

on safe, obstruction-free

footpaths as a fundamental
right, Bengaluru Development Minister
Krishna Byre Gowda directed the five city
corporations under the Greater
Bengaluru Authority to launch a 10-day
‘Safe Footpath’ drive. The drive removed
thousands of street vendors from
pavements and cleared encroachments.
While many welcomed the initiative, it
also raised questions over whether the
removals complied with the Street
Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and
Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 2014,
which seeks to balance pedestrians’ right
to walk with street vendors’ right to
livelihood.

Why was the Street Vendors Act
enacted?

The Supreme Court’s recognition of the
right to walk does not mean street
vending has no place on public streets.
Long before the latest ruling, the court
had repeatedly held that street vending is
a ‘legitimate’ occupation protected under
Article 19 of the Constitution, while
making it clear that it can be regulated in
the public interest.

Those judgments were born out of a
recurring pattern — municipal bodies and
police evicting vendors, mostly without
notice, reducing years of livelihoods to
rubble overnight.

The Street Vendors (Protection of
Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2014, was enacted to end
such arbitrary removals by laying down
the process for regulating street vending.

Contrary to popular perception, the
Act is neither an anti-encroachment law
nor one that gives vendors an
unrestricted right over public spaces.

[~ - w
In Bengaluru, corporations started removi

Instead, it seeks to balance two
competing rights — the public’s right to
safe, obstruction-free footpaths and a
street vendor’s right to earn a livelihood.
It lays down a step-by-step process that
every city is expected to follow before
deciding who can vend, where they can
vend and when they can be removed or
relocated.

‘What process does the Act prescribe
before vendors can be removed?

The first step is the constitution of a Town
Vending Committee (TVC), the backbone
of the law.

The committee includes officials,
police, planning authorities, resident
representatives and street vendors
themselves, who must make up at least
40% of its members, with representation
for women and other marginalised
communities. The idea is that decisions
affecting vendors should not be taken

without vendors having a seat at the table.

Every subsequent step is expected to flow

LN y
[ 2 N

g

ing vendors before putting in place the mechanism through whi

through this committee.

Once the committee is constituted, the
Act requires it to survey all street vendors.
The survey is meant to identify existing
vendors before the authorities decide
who can continue vending and under
what conditions.

Moreover, the Act protects existing
vendors during this process. It states that
no street vendor should be evicted or
relocated until the survey has been
completed and Certificates of Vending
have been issued. The protection was
built into the law to prevent exactly the
kind of arbitrary removals that had
prompted its enactment.

Once the survey is completed, eligible
vendors are issued a Certificate of
Vending. It is official permission to vend
at a specified location and under specified
conditions. The certificate does not give a
vendor ownership over public land. It
only recognises the right to vend in
accordance with the Act.

The Act does not prohibit the removal

24J7. How should cities reclaim footpaths?

e T Pedrdl I fFT R GoT: qred T Tifge?

¢ While many welcomed the initiative, it also raised questions over whether the removals

Sae
ich the Act is meant to work. K. MURALI KUMAR

of street vendors. It only requires that
such action follow the process laid down
under the law.

Why has Bengaluru’s footpath drive
come under scrutiny?

In Bengaluru, corporations started
removing vendors before putting in place
the mechanism through which the Act is
meant to work.

Although Karnataka Chief Minister D.K.
Shivakumar later promised relocation,
the Act requires a TVC to identify vending
and no-vending zones. Bengaluru does
not have one.

While the Karnataka government acted
on the Supreme Court’s recognition of
pedestrians’ right to safe footpaths, the
Street Vendors Act makes it equally clear
that reclaiming those footpaths cannot
become a justification for bypassing the
safeguards enacted to protect street
vendors’ livelihoods. That balance, not
the primacy of one right over the other, is
the very foundation of the law.

THE GIST

v

The Street Vendors Act, 2014,
was enacted to regulate stree
vending by balancing
pedestrians’ right to safe,
obstruction-free footpaths wit
street vendors’ right to
livelihood, while preventing
arbitrary evictions.

v

The Act requires authorities tc
constitute a Town Vending
Committee, conduct surveys,
issue Certificates of Vending
and identify vending and
no-vending zones before
vendors are removed or
relocated.

complied with the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street
Vending) Act, 2014, which seeks to balance pedestrians’ right to walk with street vendors’
right to livelihood.

eI 3eieh o9l & 5 Ul T TAWId R, fohe] ST Jg Tt 81 37 fob 7 & getet
SRargal 9 fashdr (Shfawr aeror va gy sy Rfase) sfafawe, 2014 & e o, S
323 Ye el Tk dTell & et & HAPR a7 o rskanait & hifder & sfer & e dqee
TG T B

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted?

g fehar e 1t a9 =T 4

e The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act,
2014, was enacted to end such arbitrary removals by laying down the process for regulating
street vending.
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IgT AT|

Instead, it seeks to balance two competing rights — the public’s right to safe, obstruction-
free footpaths and a street vendor’s right to earn a livelihood.

38 TYTT W, g &1 RER FTeqeif 31fRehrT o sfrer defefel T let hT YA Tl & —
STeTclT T GRI&I T HTAHACT-HFT Feurl O Tefel T HFAFR 47 a7 fashar o far sifsta
FIA FT IATAFR|

What process does the Act prescribe before vendors can be removed?

frFanit #1 g ¥ ggo sffas fFw ufnar &1 yraurT Far ?

The first step is the constitution of a Town Vending Committee (TVC), the backbone of the
law.

Ugel °R0T 13 dfSar wfAfY (Town Vending Committee - TVC) &7 31341 &, St 38 shlsfsT
TR &1

It states that no street vendor should be evicted or relocated until the survey has been
completed and Certificates of Vending have been issued.

ga Toe fohar arar g o fondl off oy fashar 1 Al oo Se@er a1 qoedTie w16t foham SireaT, S

e WRTOT QT & 81 S1¢ 3R fagar waATor-u (Certificates of Vending) Sy & & T Sl |
Once the survey is completed, eligible vendors are issued a Certificate of Vending.

HATOT T g1 o e U1 TAshel13HT T fashar THIOT-9 (Certificate of Vending) STRT ferar Sirar
J

The certificate does not give a vendor ownership over public land.

g YATOT-TF forelt fashdT a1 wrdarfores iffr oX warfiiea yeret et e

It only recognises the right to vend in accordance with the Act.

Ig dharel HATAIH & 3HeT6Y FashT el & TSR 1 AT AT B |

The Act does not prohibit the removal of street vendors.

srfefas gy a3t &1 e W ot wfaser 76T dema

It only requires that such action follow the process laid down under the law.

Ig shd ol Selall Giol e el ¢ Toh T HRATS Hiefet # U TishadT & 3TaR & &I ST |

Why has Bengaluru’s footpath drive come under scrutiny?

ﬁvrgzmgrcqmsﬁhmaﬁ?mﬁﬁm%?

While the Karnataka government acted on the Supreme Court’s recognition of
pedestrians’ right to safe footpaths, the Street Vendors Act makes it equally clear that
reclaiming those footpaths cannot become a justification for bypassing the safeguards
enacted to protect street vendors’ livelihoods.

eI Fellesh TIHR = GITETT Pearil I Yger AT & HAFR I oo Ieaaw ~arey
AT o 3R TR HRATS Y, o] T4 fasar AfAfaasT (Street Vendors Act) Ig 8 Tuse
YT & Toh BedTl &bl GoT: YIS hetl 9 Fashel1ait i ANt hr Fat & S=I1T 1T Hiefair
TRETUT T 31T et 1 3R 78T 9 FanaT|

That balance, not the primacy of one right over the other, is the very foundation of the law.
ST YRR ohT HeoleT, o7 oh fonall Teh TR T gER IR TEITeAC, S hleel b el 3MUR B
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The right to protest and the
limits of police power

What the Constitution, the BNSS and court rulings say about regulating demonstrations and the use of force

Devyanshi Bihani

The story so far:

eople from across the country
gathered at Jantar Mantar in
central Delhi on July 20 for the

Cockroach Janta Party’s (CJP)

“Chalo Sansad” march, carrying placards
demanding reforms in the National
Testing Agency (NTA) and the resignation
of Union Education Minister Dharmendra
Pradhan. Within hours, the
demonstration descended into clashes.
Police used tear gas and lathi charges to
disperse protesters attempting to march
towards Parliament. Tear gas enveloped
parts of the protest route as
demonstrators ran to escape the
crackdown. Several nearby Metro stations
were temporarily closed, and many
demonstrators reported losing mobile
connectivity during the march, making
communication and coordination
difficult.

The incident has again brought an old
question into focus: how should a
democracy police public protest?

Is the right to protest absolute?

The Constitution guarantees citizens the
right to assemble peacefully under Article
19(1)(b). But that right is subject to
“reasonable restrictions” under Article
19(3) in the interests of public order, the
sovereignty and integrity of India, and
other constitutionally recognised
grounds. In practice, these restrictions
are implemented through laws governing
public order and policing.

The legal authority to regulate protests,

however, comes from a range of statutes.

‘Was the CJP march unlawful?
‘Whether a protest is “unlawful” is a legal
question that depends on the facts and
circumstances of each case. Under the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), an
assembly of five or more persons
becomes an unlawful assembly only if its
ccommon object falls within specific
categories, such as using criminal force,
resisting the execution of law, committing
an offence, or compelling another person
by force or threat. A gathering that begins
lawfully may also become unlawful if its

conduct changes over the course of the
event.

Ahead of the march, Delhi Police said
the CJP had not sought permission for a
procession to Parliament. It also pointed
to prohibitory orders issued under
Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which barred
protests, marches and demonstrations in
the New Delhi district, except at the
designated Jantar Mantar protest site with
prior permission. As demonstrators
attempted to march towards Parliament,
officers stopped the procession and
eventually used tear gas and lathi charges
to disperse the crowd. The authorities’
response has since come under judicial
scrutiny, with the Delhi High Court
seeking responses from the Centre and
the Delhi Police on petitions alleging
police brutality and excessive use of force.

What standards govern police action?
The National Human Rights Commission’s
Manual on Human Rights for Police
Officers emphasises that effective policing
and respect for human rights are

complementary rather than conflicting
objectives.

It states that “A democratic country like
India needs democratic policing, which is
based on the idea of the police as
protectors of the rights of citizens and the
rule of law, while ensuring the safety and
security of all equally” The manual also
notes that human rights violations by
police can have “a multi-dimensional
impact” by eroding public confidence,
bringing institutions into disrepute and
“even escalating civil unrest at times.”

The principles are consistent with the
UN Basic Principles on the Use of Force
and Firearms, which require force to be
lawful, necessary and proportionate.

‘When can police use force?

Under the BNSS, an Executive Magistrate
oran authorised police officer may order
an unlawful assembly, or an assembly
likely to disturb public peace, to disperse.
If the assembly does not comply, the law
permits it to be dispersed by force.

The Code of Conduct for the Police in
India states that police should, as far as
practicable, “use the methods of
persuasion, advice and warning. When
the application of force becomes
inevitable, only the irreducible minimum
force required in the circumstances
should be used”” Beyond the use of force
itself, the protests also raised questions
about police accountability after videos
appeared to show some police personnel
without visible name tags or with their
faces covered. While the BNSS requires
every police officer arresting to bear an

accurate, visible and clear identification
of his or her name, it contains no
corresponding requirement for police
personnel engaged in crowd-control or
the dispersal of assemblies.

How has the Supreme Court viewed
protests?

A day after the clashes, a lawyer urged the
Supreme Court to take suo motu
cognisance of the alleged police excesses,
citing videos circulating online. Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant orally declined
the request, saying, “We are not
interested in videos... Don’'t waste our
[court’s] time, and don’t waste your
time.”

Over the years, however, the Supreme
Court has repeatedly laid down principles
governing both the right to protest and
the limits of police action.

In Anita Thakur v. State of Jammu &
Kashmir (2016), the court held that the
use of excessive force violates
fundamental rights and awarded
compensation to the injured protesters,
emphasising that police action must
remain reasonable and accountable.

More recently, in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti
Sangathan v. Union of India (2018), the
court reiterated that while authorities
‘may regulate demonstrations to maintain
public order, they cannot extinguish the
right to protest altogether. In Amit Sahni v.
Commissioner of Police (2020), arising
from the Shaheen Bagh protests, it
affirmed that dissent is a constitutional
right but cannot result in the indefinite
occupation of public spaces.

24J7. The right to protest and the limits of police power
faier weeier &1 arftew 3k gfew afda & Hand

e The Constitution guarantees citizens the right to assemble peacefully under Article 19(1)(b).

Tt & ITeea 19(1)(b) & AT ARTRAT Y AfTIdeh Tehd glet T HTARR FeleT femar arar
gl

e Butthatright is subject to “reasonable restrictions” under Article 19(3) in the interests of
public order, the sovereignty and integrity of India, and other constitutionally recognised
grounds.

fored I HRAFR IreTede 19(3) & 3icTald o STTEYT, HR HY FHAT 3 @S T 3177
Haenfore §9 § A ITURT & Bl 7 10 ST ared “FRFawara gfaaul” & el g

e Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), an assembly of five or more persons becomes
an unlawful assembly only if its common object falls within specific categories, such as

using criminal force, resisting the execution of law, committing an offence, or compelling
another person by force or threat.

HRERr =1 |t (BNS) & 3ieTa ater ar 3iftre safaeal &1 oqg deft srder STATT AT A €,
SIS 38T VAT 3662 Fo [ATRIse A0 & 1T 81, S Arqftres Fef &1 JA19T e, hlofe
& fohaTea et T AT ST, IS IORTE AT IT Fcf HYAT UHAT & ATLIA & el cafdrd wr

STy heT|

e |t also pointed to prohibitory orders issued under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which barred protests, marches and demonstrations in the New
Delhi district, except at the designated Jantar Mantar protest site with prior permission.

g o AR AR GL&T WRaT (BNSS) 1 4RT 163 3 3iceTal STy favderan &7 3% 3eor@
T, ok 37aR 7€ Reelt forel & 4 are7aAfar & aryr fAeiRa Siav #aw Jesie T2rel &1 srsa
3T TUTAT W R v, A 3R o gfasfed o

e The National Human Rights Commission’s Manual on Human Rights for Police Officers
emphasises that effective policing and respect for human rights are complementary rather
than conflicting objectives.

TET ATAMEHR IFART (NHRC) i gferar srfrafat & fore aerarfsr gfeast sa ara w
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ol &l § o wrsarelt g sy 3R ATTarfeRY 1 GEArT IETR O ¢, & foh aReu) favredr
3|

The Code of Conduct for the Police in India states that police should, as far as practicable,
“use the methods of persuasion, advice and warning.

#Ra & gfaw & v 3mar @far (Code of Conduct for the Police in India) # @gr arar g &

G Sl TUTHHT FHAHAT, TIA & TAUT AATGA & oh 3UTT HUATe AR T

In Anita Thakur v. State of Jammu & Kashmir (2016), the court held that the use of
excessive force violates fundamental rights and awarded compensation to the injured
protesters, emphasising that police action must remain reasonable and accountable.

FfAAT ST oo T vd FRAR TT (2016) AHSA H =LA & gl foh IFeqfoH aeT 67 G417
Ao HAFRT 7 Secie § 3R el et #r afagfd verwe #r, @ & sq a1d W
&2 fo gfera sars gfFawera vd sramees gl arigv|

More recently, in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018), the court

reiterated that while authorities may regulate demonstrations to maintain public order, they
cannot extinguish the right to protest altogether.

BTel & 3 FTgY FFuTet AR WITSH oIt SR WY (2018) A H wgTerd of JeT: Tse famam
T I MTURY o sqaw 1§10 T & fov gyeekat 1 Al & gad §, g a

In Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020), arising from the Shaheen Bagh protests,
it affirmed that dissent is a constitutional right but cannot result in the indefinite occupation
of public spaces.

AT wrgelt qemer gfw 3mga (2020), S AT T HielerT § Heiftid AT, H Ao o T
T o sragafar s e veh WUt SR 8, fohe 38 HROT WSt Fel X
3TATTADTT doh heoll Aal ThIT ST HehdT|
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15 0 39 posts in NTA
are vacant, Centre
informs Rajya Sabha

NEW DELHI

Fifteen of the 39 posts
created by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) re-
main vacant, Union Minis-
ter of State for Education
Sukanta Majumdar stated
in Rajya Sabha.

At present, the Union
Education Ministry’s ex-
am-conducting body has
24 employees, all of whom
have been appointed on
deputation from various
institutions, Mr. Majumdar
stated in a written reply on
Wednesday to a question
raised by CPI(M) MP V. Si-
vadasan.

According to the reply,
the NTA relies heavily on
external hiring, engaging
73 officials on contract -
including a general manag-
er of communication, se-
nior advisors, and consul-
tants — alongside 124
outsourced personnel co-
vering roles like data analy-
sis, legal support, and
housekeeping.

Tied to deputation
To strengthen operations,
16 posts (director and joint
director levels) have been
created under the Central
Staffing Scheme, but ap-
pointments remain tied to
deputation arrangements
rather than permanent
staff recruitment.

“The NTA is responsible
for conducting high-stakes

l‘[

e A
Sukanta Majumdar

university entrance, medi-
cal, engineering, and fel-
lowship  examinations.
Running such a critical
centralised body without a
single dedicated, perma-
nent cadre is a massive ad-
ministrative failure that di-
rectly impacts students,”
Mr. Sivadasan said in a pu-
blic statement.

Since its inception in
2018, the NTA — designed
as a self-sustained autono-
mous organisation — has
conducted 270 examina-
tions catering to over 6.6
crore students. In 2026
alone, 65 lakh students
have registered for various
examinations, the Rajya
Sabha reply said.

“Despite this enormous
scale, the agency has faced
intense criticism over pap-
er leaks and test cancella-
tions, including the high-
profile  mismanagement
seen in exams like NEET
and UGC-NET,” Mr. Sivada-
san said.

24J7. 15 of 39 posts in NTA are vacant,
Centre informs Rajya Sabha

NTA & Fdiger 39 yai & & 15 ReFar, Fg
USIHHT HY & SATAHRY

e Fifteen of the 39 posts created by the National
Testing Agency (NTA) remain vacant, Union Minister
of State for Education Sukanta Majumdar stated in
the Rajya Sabha.

TS TfaTor TerHt (NTA) 7 gfard 39 Tl 4§ 15 ug 3@
3 Raret §, 7 STeranny el Rvamr oy 3l i
HSFER o Toq|HT 7 |

e According to the reply, the NTA relies heavily on
external hiring, engaging 73 officials on contract —
including a General Manager (Communication),
Senior Advisors, and Consultants — alongside 124
outsourced personnel covering roles like data
analysis, legal support, and housekeeping.

3R & AR, NTA STl fargiereral o et ek 81
FET o 73 wier srftramat & Tl 6 g, o=
SRl Ao (FFgforehere), DA gemgsr aur
graeierar enfAer §1 sas 31faRed 124 m3ead w4t
3e1 faeaivor, Raftre ggrar iR eEahReT o et
AR
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6.17 lakh Waqf
properties
approved on
portal, says
Ministry

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Minority Affairs Minis-
try informed the Lok Sab-
ha on Wednesday that
more than 6.17 lakh Waqf
properties have been suc-
cessfully validated and ap-
proved on the UMEED
Central Portal-2025, as part
of the government’s ongo-
ing initiative to digitise and
streamline Wagf property
records.

Responding to an un-
starred question raised by
Trinamool Congress MP
Sajda Ahmed, Union Mi-
nority Affairs Minister Ki-
ren Rijiju stated that
7,99,978 Waqf properties
had been initiated for
uploading to the UMEED
portal as of July 17.

According to the Minis-
try, 6,17,102 properties
have been validated and
approved, while 91,623
properties remain at va-
rious stages of the upload-
ing process. Another
91,253 properties were re-
jected during the verifica-
tion process. State and Un-
ion Territory-wise details
of the registration status
are available on the portal.

Complete lifecycle

The Minister said the
UMEED Central Por-
tal-2025 was a statutory
portal developed under
the provisions of the
UMEED Act, 1995. The
platform was designed to
manage the complete life-
cycle of Waqf properties,
including registration, veri-
fication, survey by the Col-
lector, mutation, annual
account audits, and related
administrative processes.
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24J7. 6.17 lakh Waqf properties approved on portal, says

Ministry

HATT F FgT: N W 6.17 A1 T Wuforal F1 Tipfar @Al

e The Ministry of Minority Affairs informed the Lok Sabha on Wednesday
that more than 6.17 lakh Waqgf properties have been successfully validated and
approved on the UMEED Central Portal-2025, as part of the government’s ongoing

initiative to digitise and streamline Waqf property records.

ICTHETH T4 AAT o FUAR T ANHTHT I FId AT 7oh TR A g Fqaferat
o 31farergt o f3Toreiientor iR Geaa ey Yot #I fcR g el & 3icesid UMEED
AT NEF-2025 T 6.17 o1 W A0S q9% HURET T BTG HearasT 3R

31eTHIeST TR ST T B

e Responding to an unstarred question raised by Trinamool Congress
AE Sajda Ahmed, Union Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju stated that
7,99,978 Wagf properties had been initiated for uploading to the UMEED portal as

of July 17.

O FTAH T WS Holal HgHAG GaRI I 1T HARITha T & 3o H FhrT
IequETS F FA frdet RIS samam 7 17 Spermé o 7,99,978 ao® wuferat st

UMEED 9ice 9T 37918 il @rmmﬁﬁmﬁ%ﬁl

e The Minister said the UMEED Central Portal-2025 was a statutory portal

developed under the provisions of the UMEED Act, 1995.

FAY & a7 fF UMEED 81T Q1&er-2025 Teh JeTToreh 9o &, f UMEED

AT, 1995 & YTl & 3deTd Aehiad far AT g

e The platform was designed to manage the complete lifecycle of Waqf
properties, including registration, verification, survey by the Collector,
mutation, annual account audits, and related administrative processes.

I A g6 WAl & HYUT ShaeTsh & Yaere & fov qam fomam ara g, forasd

TSHRIOT, FeATel, FoFeT GART ARTOT, ATHIAIOT (FLA), ATTEF o @T
qAaTor (313 T2UT 39 T AT 317 wemdfare ufshane nfAe g

24J7. SEBI mulls revamp of portfolio manager rules

J o FrEwmifer Aq AgAt F v W) JFEr

e Markets regulator SEBI proposed expanding investment
avenues for portfolio managers by allowing them to invest in ‘to-be-
listed’ securities and overseas listed equity and debt.

IR framas Y (SEBI) & MEwfea Aasrt & v e & st
T FIEAR Y T TEATT TWT &, 0% T8l 3+¢ GAlaey @ arel (To-
be-listed) wfererfaat e el 7 gehager sfFadh siv %o (Debt) #

foder & 3rTAfer & Seah |

e The move is aimed at broadening the investment universe and providing
investors access to wider market opportunities.

SH EH 1 3603 e & R 1 FaTdR H¥aTr qur et 1 31 samas
mmﬁq@mm%l
e |t proposed portfolio managers offering discretionary portfolio

management services to invest up to 10% of client’s assets under
management in investment-grade unlisted debt.

SEBI mulls
revamp of
portfolio
manager rules

NEW DELHI

Markets regulator SEBI
proposed expanding in-
vestment avenues for port-
folio managers by allowing
them to invest in ‘to-be-list-
ed’ securities and overseas
listed equity and debt.

The move is aimed at
broadening the investment
universe and providing in-
vestors access to wider
market opportunities. It
proposed portfolio manag-
ers offering discretionary
portfolio management ser-
vices to invest up to 10% of
client’s assets under man-
agement in investment-'
grade unlisted debt.
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SHH g1 TohaT 3T & o fademeiisr qiewifeaY gertret ¥91v (Discretionary Portfolio
Management Services) Y&l #s dTol NEHITAT AATT, ATgHT H yae=reia sRuafaar
(Assets Under Management) &T 10% deh fder-a1ea (Investment-grade) 33-geftaeer For

(Unlisted Debt) & faaer s @ehar |
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AR & TE 3T & T A= AT FAANT $T whyon
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SITEY & FHRT RANET TFAAT A AR & faw Aargedr Tod
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Trump’s bunker buster gamble on Pickaxe Mountain
RAFted gdd I gAY FT TH-TK &1T

U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi

RIYADH

The United States and Sau-
di Arabia on Wednesday
announced a landmark
deal that would establish a
civilian  nuclear pro-
gramme in the kingdom,
which U.S. President Do-
nald Trump said was con-
tingent on Riyadh norma-
lising relations with Israel.

The move comes as the
U.S. fights a war with Iran
that began in large part ov-
er concerns about Tehran’s
nuclear programme — still
akey point of contention in
now-stalled peace talks.

The deal is set to gener-
ate billions of dollars for
American companies and
is seen as a major win for
Iran’s long-time regional
rival, but critics fear it also
carries risks.

Washington has sought
in recent years to tie any
nuclear agreement and de-
fence pact to Saudi normal-
isation with Israel, and just
hours after the deal was
announced, Mr. Trump
took to social media to say
Riyadh must first meet that

condition. The nuclear
deal “will be approved, but
is totally subject to Saudi
Arabia joining the very res-
pected and successful
Abraham Accords”, he
wrote.

Concern of enrichment
Critics have insisted the
deal — the text of which
was not immediately made
public — could precipitate
a nuclear race in a region
already battered by war.

One provision would
potentially see U.S. compa-
nies build a uranium en-
richment facility in Saudi
Arabia, the Wall Street
Journal reported.

The U.S. Energy Depart-
ment made no mention of
such a provision and did
not offer comment when
asked about it by AFP,
while Mr. Trump added in
his Truth Social post that:

“There will be no en-
richment of material!”

The deal will be submit-
ted to Congress for review,
but the Republican-con-
trolled legislature is unlike-
ly to block its
implementation.

Close allies: President Trump with Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman in Washington, in November last year. AP

U.S. lawmakers from
both parties and Israeli of-
ficials have previously
voiced opposition to sucha
project over fears Saudi
Arabia could eventually
convert it to develop nu-
clear weapons.

“Trump claims his war
on Iran is about stopping
an authoritarian country
from enriching nuclear
fuel,” left-wing U.S. Senator
Bernie Sanders wrote on X.

“Now he’s letting his
best friends in Saudi Ara-
bia — one of the most bru-
tal dictatorships in the
world — do exactly that.

This is absurd.”

“Pact with safeguards’
U.S. Secretary of State Mar-
co Rubio said that “any
agreement that we’re go-
ing to make with any coun-
try in the world on civil nu-
clear energy is going to be
one that will have safe-
guards in place to ensure
that it can’t be turned into
a weapons programme”.
Riyadh, like Tehran, has
long been adamant about
its right to pursue a civilian
nuclear programme. Last
year it signed a mutual de-
fence pact with nuclear-

24J7. U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi

AR & TA 3T & T AT AT FAANT $T whyon

armed Pakistan.

Policymakers have long
feared that if Iran pro-
duced a nuclear weapon,
the move would set off an
arms race across the Gulf.

U.S. Energy Secretary
Chris Wright dismissed
concerns about prolifera-
tion, insisting the deal was
in Washington’s economic
and strategic interest.

The U.S. has agreements
governing nuclear cooper-
ation with more than 50
countries.

Experts said such a deal
had been in the works for a
while, but some raised
concerns about the poten-
tial for uranium enrich-
ment on Saudi soil.

“It would be a mistake
to allow Saudi Arabia the
capability for enrichment,”
said Matthew Kroenig of
the Atlantic Council in
comments made before
the deal was formally an-
nounced. “Washington is
right to strengthen its rela-
tionship with Riyadh, but it
should not do so at the ex-
pense of its effective nu-
clear weapons nonprolifer-
ation standards.”

e The United States and Saudi Arabia on Wednesday announced a landmark deal that would
establish a civilian nuclear programme in the kingdom, which U.S. President Donald
Trump said was contingent on Riyadh normalising relations with Israel.

VIFA TT FARFHT 3R TFA I o FUAR I Teh UTIg1T8eh HASH h1 ENyoT 6, T8k g
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A 3R H Teh AT AT FRFA (Civilian Nuclear Programme) EI1T0d T sirwer|
IARH Isgafa S1eE € A FgT foh Tg FHSAT RATE SaRT FoRIS & YT T AHGT il
T T I A3 |

The move comes as the U.S. fights a war with Iran that began in large part over concerns
about Tehran’s nuclear programme — still a key point of contention in now-stalled peace
talks.

g e 00 THT H 36 w%maﬁﬁmﬁm?mwﬁm?ﬁmaﬁm
:gma:m*qmqmmaﬁawﬁmﬁa;wgézﬁ,wqu?ﬂﬁ%maﬁﬁaﬂ
anﬁrﬁaﬁwﬁwamgw%l

Washington has sought in recent years to tie any nuclear agreement and defence pact to
Saudi normalisation with Israel, and just hours after the deal was announced, Mr. Trump
took to social media to say Riyadh must first meet that condition.

gTeT & it 7 affrerest fondlr off arToy Favsilet 3K ot Wity 7 W3l 3R GaT Sorms e & 6y
I AATT FTe T AT & S5 T JIR HIAT T & | A 6 G907 & F @1 el ae; 4 ga
o Hirerel Ff3AT R eT foh Rame &1 gger Tg oA T L gl

The nuclear deal “will be approved, but is totally subject to Saudi Arabia joining the very
respected and successful Abraham Accords”, he wrote.

3egiel fora o I8 TRAT] FHSHT “Eelighe fohaT ST, Wifehet g T ke 38 o W TR Ham
o Y 3R 37T GFATIT 3R Tl ragH WA Al (Abraham Accords) & enfAe glar g
1 g

One provision would potentially see U.S. companies build a uranium enrichment facility in
Saudi Arabia, the Wall Street Journal reported.

afer TEIE Seter 1 RIS o ITAR, FASNA & Ueh WA & gt IARAY Fuferat wdt s &
Qs gager (Uranium Enrichment) Gfaem Tmfad &Y @bl €1

“There will be no enrichment of material!”

‘ol 8 e a1 ferareT waeeT et grem”

The deal will be submitted to Congress for review, but the Republican-controlled
legislature is unlikely to block its implementation.

Ig TASAT GHAET & T AR FAT 1 A Swar, v Rafeasma-faafia frafeswr garr
$HS HRATTAAA I JAdhol T THGAT HH ¢
The U.S. has agreements governing nuclear cooperation with more than 50 countries.

3AREHT & 50 F 3rftr At & ATy gHAT] AT Haeh woEiia

Abraham Accords (2020)

The Abraham Accords are a series of U.S.-brokered agreements signed in 2020 to
normalize diplomatic relations between Israel and several Arab countries.

They marked a historic shift because, for decades, most Arab states had refused to
recognize Israel until the Palestinian issue was resolved.

The name ""Abraham™ refers to the Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim), who is revered in the
three Abrahamic religions:

Judaism
Christianity
Islam
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The name symbolizes the shared heritage of these faiths.

Why were they signed?
The Accords aimed to:
Normalize diplomatic relations between Israel and Arab states.

Promote peace and regional stability.
Expand trade, investment, tourism, and technology cooperation.

Increase economic integration in the Middle East.

When were they signed?

e The first agreements were signed on 15 September 2020 at the White House,
Washington, D.C.
e The agreements were brokered during the first Trump Administration.

Which countries are part of the Abraham Accords?

Original Signatories (2020)

\Country HYear\
lIsrael 12020
United Arab Emirates (UAE)|[2020]
Bahrain 2020

Later Participants

]CountryHStatus \
IMorocco|Normalized relations in 2020 |
Sudan  ||Agreed to normalize relations (implementation has faced political delays)|

Why were the Accords historic?
Before 2020:
Only two Arab countries had recognized Israel:

1. Egypt (after the Camp David Accords, 1978; peace treaty in 1979)
2. Jordan (peace treaty in 1994)

The Abraham Accords expanded Arab-Israeli normalization beyond these two countries.

Benefits of the Accords

Strengthen security cooperation, particularly regarding regional threats such as Iran.
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The agreements enabled:

o Exchange of ambassadors.
e Direct commercial flights.
e Increased tourism.

e Trade agreements.

e Investment flows.

o Cooperation in:

o Defence
Cybersecurity
Artificial Intelligence
Agriculture
Water management
Renewable energy
Healthcare

O O O 0O O O

Trade between Israel and the UAE increased significantly after normalization.

Why are the Accords controversial?

Many Arab countries had traditionally followed the Arab Peace Initiative (2002), which
stated that relations with Israel should be normalized only after the establishment of an
independent Palestinian state.

Critics argue that the Abraham Accords:
o Weakened the collective Arab negotiating position.
e Reduced pressure on Israel regarding the Palestinian issue.

o Left the core Israel-Palestine conflict unresolved.

Supporters argue that regional cooperation itself can create conditions conducive to long-term
peace.
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Warning signals for India from NATO's Ankara summit

he heads of state or government of the 32

countries that are politico-military allies

under the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) met in Ankara, Tiirkiye, on
July 7-8, 2026 for what is called the Ankara
Summit. Their stated objective was to review
progress made since the 2025 Summit in The
Hague and to set out a roadmap for continuing
delivery on NATO’s key objectives.

The gathering in Ankara is being regarded as
one of NATO’s more successful summits, despite
the abrasive presence of United States President
Donald Trump, who devoted most of his speaking
time to extolling the putative success of U.S.
strategy and talking up the superiority of
American weapons systems.

A strategic road map

Four substantive commitments came out of
Ankara. First, the 32 NATO allies — too often
divided by divergent objectives and capacities —
agreed on their “ironclad commitment to (their)
collective defence under Article 5 of the
Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic
bond”; second, the unanimous endorsement of
“The Hague defence commitment”, in which all
NATO members undertook last year to allocate at
least five per cent of their respective Gross
Domestic Products (GDPs) on defence by 2035 —
an unprecedented hike over the two per cent
spending pledge that existed earlier. Third, NATO
declared its “unwavering support for Ukraine in
defending its freedom, sovereignty and territorial
integrity”, and fourth, the alliance partners
vowed to build a high technology, high capacity,
Europewide defence industrial base (DIB) — the
term for the network of firms, factories,
laboratories and skilled workers needed to build
and sustain a country’s military power.

The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on
implementation — turning political commitments
into military capability through investment,
industrial capacity and innovation.

Ajai Shukla
Former Indian Army
officer (colonel), who
now analyses issues
and events relating
to defence

Europe’s
defence revival
and
commitments
may create new
challenges

for India’s
defence needs

Russia accuses the U.S. and European
democracies of unbridled expansionism, through
NATO’s progressive incorporation of East and
Central European countries. These include
Poland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former
Soviet republics that Moscow has historically
regarded as lying within its sphere of influence.
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was driven in
part by the fear that Kyiv was inching towards
joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would
have increased NATO’s numbers from just 12
countries at its founding in 1949 to 31 now. The
Russian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but
spooked historically neutral Finland and Sweden
into abandoning nonalignment and becoming
NATO’s 3ist and 32nd members.

NATO’s transformations

NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist,
but as merely adapting to Europe’s changing
strategic landscape. In 1990-91, with the relatively
peaceful ending of the Cold War and the
dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its
focus to out of area operations in theatres such as
the Balkans. After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the
World Trade Center towers, NATO made another
strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror.
Now, with Russia and China joining hands in a
new era of superpower confrontation, NATO is
adapting once again.

It was evident from the discussions at the
Ankara Summit that Europe has prioritised the
revitalisation of its DIB. The European defence
industry was struggling to scale up production
even before the five per cent defence spending
pledge at The Hague. European defence industry
giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of
shortages in ammunition production.

Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing
campaign against Iran, illustrates the inevitability
of weapons and ammunition shortages when
Asian allies” demands for U.S. weaponry compete
with ongoing European needs. The U.S. has fired

more than 850 Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran
during this campaign. At the current production
rate of 85 per year, replacing these would take a
decade.

Many NATO members have capable defence
industrial bases, but there is little coordination of
alliance-wide priorities. The resulting strategic
mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war
to cluster in the critical categories of air defence
missiles and interceptors, precision guided
munitions, and artillery rockets. While the U.S.
decision to allow Ukraine to produce Patriot air
defence systems under licence is a strong signal
of support to Ukraine, more needs to be done.

Without a major revitalisation of Europe’s
defence industry, NATO's five per cent pledge will
only deepen its dependency on the U.S. Half of
Europe’s defence spending between 2022-2024,
came from the U.S., up from 28% in 2019-2021.
Foreign Military Sales notifications to the U.S.
Congress for European customers have
quadrupled since 2008 to $76 billion in 2024.

Need for self-reliance

For the world’s big arms buyers and especially for
India, this spike in European demand is bad
news. As NATO spends more, the international
arms bazaar is shifting inexorably from a buyers’
market to a sellers’ market. The first sign of this
was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric
Aerospace in supplying India with F-404 fighter
jet engines, which are critically needed for the
Indian Air Force’s Tejas light combat aircraft
programme.

Looking ahead, as India’s defence increasingly
relies on new-age defence technologies and
weaponry, such as drones, artificial intelligence,
cyber and electronic warfare and resilient
networks, it will become critical for its defence
industry to achieve self-reliance in these
technology realms, rather than relying on
overstretched suppliers who have their own
battles to fight.

24J7. Warning signals for India from NATO’s Ankara summit
Y F IFRT @Y FFATT & HRT & AT Aara=h a&a

e The heads of state or government of the 32 countries that are politico-military allies under
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) met in Ankara, Turkiye, on July 7-8, 2026
for what is called the Ankara Summit.

3R Aedifed G HIraa (NATO) & a9 el faeh-g Tgately 32 et & Irseregedt 3r2rar
AHATEET T JHA o HHRT & 7-8 JlT, 2026ﬁmmmmﬁm§él

e Their stated objective was to review progress made since the 2025 Summit in The Hague
and to set out a roadmap for continuing delivery on NATQO’s key objectives.

31T BTN 3R & &1 &1 AT 2025 RIGT TFAeHT & Se; g5 YTt 1 T el T2
Y & JHW 3eg el T fakeR gfict o faw v wi-Asdy e e
e First, the 32 NATO allies — too often divided by divergent objectives and capacities —

agreed on their “ironclad commitment” to collective defence under Article 5 of the
Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic bond.

TUH, 32 ATer FgAit &2lf o — S 9: eet gt R 4TAATHT & FROT fFiaa Wed & —
aifiaTest |l & 3TedG 5 & eIl FRYfeeh T&T TUT Ti-3reaifes eyl & Ufer r9er “3rge
yfaagear saed #1|
e Second, the unanimous endorsement of “The Hague defence commitment”, in which all
NATO members undertook last year to allocate at least five per cent of their respective

Gross Domestic Products (GDPs) on defence by 2035 — an unprecedented hike over the
two per cent spending pledge that existed earlier.

i, “g T T&TT YfAaeedr & FauraAfd & Tl id el i 718, foreh 3iceia @i arey
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e E a2l o el a 2035 eh 39319 Hahvel TRl 3¢9TE (GDP) &1 HH-H-HH qra Ffaerd
T IX o el T Teohod ToT T, Si Igel o &Y Ifarerd o ofed ohY Jelel 3 3137T9d g o 8|

Third, NATO declared its “unwavering support for Ukraine” in defending its freedom,
sovereignty and territorial integrity.

I, FATRY & FaheT T FAAAT, HHHAT TAUT AYART IWSAT T T&T o AT 370eT “Irge Fader”
HiyoT |

Fourth, the alliance partners vowed to build a high technology, high capacity, Europe-wide
defence industrial base (DIB) — the term for the network of firms, factories, laboratories and
skilled workers needed to build and sustain a country’s military power.

IqY, TS & HSIGRT o Foq WGP, 3T &77aT el JUT-SATd 387 St smar
(DIB) & TA&ATOT A7 Hehed TorT, ST feell &2r o He Qrfebet o THTOT Tl 3Hh Telel FHelTolel &
AT e, FREIGAT, TARTLTE AT Ferer A Feh! & Fcadh H WG FAT 8|

The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on implementation — turning political commitments
into military capability through investment, industrial capacity and innovation.

IHRT H FTT €T Tohdleadel TR hige TeT, 3T faraer, aileafres arerar aur JamaR & Areas
H TSteiifae ITATEUar3t T ardiasd Hod &7AdT # gRafdd e

Russia accuses the U.S. and European democracies of unbridled expansionism, through
NATOQ’s progressive incorporation of East and Central European countries.

T AR TUT AT dieweal IR AT F AeIH ¥ qdf vd ey JU et i A w7 A
AT T IANTHT [aTARATE 39T T TRIT ST & |

These include Poland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former Soviet republics that
Moscow has historically regarded as lying within its sphere of influence.

SoTH adls, Qenfera, aifees der qum qd e ToRTeT Afder 8, foree A fderf@s &9 &
379 GHIT &7 o TZEAT AT &I 8l

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was driven in part by the fear that Kyiv was inching
towards joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would have increased NATO’s numbers
from just 12 countries at its founding in 1949 to 31 now.

2022 F TH @RI Pahel TR T IAT ITHACT 311 T & 38 37Miehl & YR AT o e sreanifes
ISaeeT 7 AT glet T fET 7 3119 56 T o7, [T 1949 F TATIAT & GHYT 12 32T arel sirel

FI TETT TEAT SGhT 31 8 AT

The Russian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but spooked historically neutral Finland
and Sweden into abandoning non-alignment and becoming NATO’s 31st and 32nd
members.

T HTHATT A FHTAT TG A GaheT hT HeETcll hT HIIT ety I e, o] 308 Ugriaes &7
¥ dery 38 Mhads 3R wdlise o grefacderdr 1 Afd camret Al & 319 3R 324 v aofa
&1 0T form|

NATOQO'’s transformations
ATeY & FYTAIOT

NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist, but as merely adapting to Europe’s
changing strategic landscape.

gleiifen, aTeY (NATO) Fadi ! Faearardl 181 AT, afed I & aerd aRE aRgeT &
3TEY TG T Slelet dTell HITSo HAAT |
In 1990-91, with the relatively peaceful ending of the Cold War and the dissolution of the

Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its focus to out of area operations in theatres such as the
Balkans.

1990-91 # offer Jg&r & 3TUETIhd AMTAYOT 3T TUT TRAT W (Warsaw Pact) & fqeree & alg
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ATEY & 31U €T &1 & 918% & ATAITEAT (Out of Area Operations) &I 3R TR fohaT,

S o e &7

After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the World Trade Center towers, NATO made another
strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror.

2001 # T ¢8 HeT W ET 9/L1 §Hel o ST #ATeY =1 Ueh 3R FARS TRacieT fhar 3R e

Tcehare & fa%ey Zeu (Global War on Terror) 3 ef&er g1 I

Ankara Summit, Europe has prioritised the revitalisation of its Defence Industrial Base
(DIB).

SR RIGT FEaereT Y T3 & T g311 o JUT ¥ 379+ Ta e MR (Defence
Industrial Base - DIB) & Ysisiiaal 1 SrafRencr & g1

The European defence industry was struggling to scale up production even before the five
per cent defence spending pledge at The Hague.

TR T&TT 36T & 39T H R0 a70 ater gferera &t &3 7 Yfdeeerar & Ugel 81 Scuree aom &
e T @ ATl

European defence industry giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of shortages in
ammunition production.

Y Y GG &1l il MBDA 3R Rheinmetall & MelT-aRe€ ScaTeet 3 ST hT Aelraei &1 g1

Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing campaign against Iran, illustrates the
inevitability of weapons and ammunition shortages when Asian allies’ demands for U.S.
weaponry compete with ongoing European needs.

Fitaveret wfe vl (Operation Epic Fury), St &0 & fa%ets JARET-3oRISe & SHIRY
AT T, g g2ia ¢ fob Ster vfRrams weafarat 1 3Ry gt &1 #ir, A9 & fokax
IMALTRATHT T FFETeT A &, I gRART 3R ANer-areg Y F#t 39Rer & S 1

The U.S. has fired more than 850 Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran during this campaign.
58 31Tt & aNTeT 3R o §eT 0¥ 850 | 3T TAgiar Foor TAwTSe el B

The resulting strategic mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war to cluster in the
critical categories of air defence missiles and interceptors, precision guided munitions,
and artillery rockets.

SEY el ATHRS FHJT Tehel G & SRToT TIIY &9 F a1y &1 FAwmgel va gerdved,
- fra smgul, aur avaeer Akel SIE Agcayot AT & Fuse v & s e

While the U.S. decision to allow Ukraine to produce Patriot air defence systems under
licence is a strong signal of support to Ukraine, more needs to be done.

AT IANEHT SRT FveT hT ATSHA o 3icTaicd Hfgare arg et gormelt & Scurest i Tl &
Il oh ATt HTST THLeT 1 Tehl 8, T 8l S 31T T BT 3T &

Half of Europe’s defence spending between 2022-2024, came from the U.S., up from 28%
in 2019-2021.

2022-2024 & ST I & T&TT ST 1 1T AT AR & 3, STafeh 2019-2021 # Ig 28%
|

Need for self-reliance

AT i 3maeTSar

For the world’s big arms buyers and especially for India, this spike in European demand is
bad news.

fea & o3 AR wleR, vt sma, & fav g AT 7 7 a1 gefar Ridrses g1

As NATO spends more, the international arms bazaar is shifting inexorably from a buyers’
market to a sellers’ market.
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Y-S ATEY T 6T T 96 T &, WS AR IR ¢-¢4M @eRY & 9RO fAsdrat
#F IR H aRafda ey wr gl

e The first sign of this was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric Aerospace in supplying
India with F-404 fighter jet engines, which are critically needed for the Indian Air Force’s
Tejas light combat aircraft programme.

ST Tgoll Hohdl HARDY HUT SoIel Fafaea TINFAA (General Electric Aerospace) GaRT
IR T F-404 5Ty T goret B 3mafcl 21 g5 &0 o, St Tl arg @1 & AT goeh wigTy
e FEwA & fov 3rcda 3mas g

e Looking ahead, as India’s defence increasingly relies on new-age defence technologies
and weaponry, such as drones, artificial intelligence, cyber and electronic warfare and
resilient networks, it will become critical for its defence industry to achieve self-reliance in
these technology realms, rather than relying on overstretched suppliers who have their own
battles to fight.

AITST H, SI-18 HRA $T 8T sgaeyT 71§ N i a7 vigfafEwar 3ik s yonfest, s

WIFTR U4 gl JaU, TUT Yge Acamt W T AR gl 39-38 5=

TAehotiehT 81T 3 T 3T & foIT ATeAfAaiRar JTed T 3chd 3Maedeh g1 ST, Tl 37
3T Terh ERTaIE AMYfcehd 3 o AR 6=t o, Toleg T2 379 GAlfcrat T WIHAT el I3 TgT

gl

Trump’s bunker buster gamble on Pickaxe Mountain

US. faces a complex challenge at Iran’s Pickaxe Mountain, where powerful bunker buster bombs meet hardy geological formations; success is also limited by a critical minerals crunch, and could force
Trump to shift from destruction to disabling surface infra and subterranean access tunnels, with the deep, rugged mountain potentially placing Tehran's underground facility beyond the bombs' reach

NEWS ANALYSIS

Vasudevan Mukunth

onventional bombs
C explode on or near

a target surface,
with the explosion and
fragments, e.g. shrapnel,
rendering the bomb’s dam-
age. But when a target is
buried deep under a
mountain, the soil and
rock mass surrounding it
can absorb enough of the
blast’s energy to keep the
target from being damaged
too much.

This is the situation fac-
ing the Donald Trump ad-
ministration as it mulls
plans to bomb Pickaxe
Mountain in Iran, where
The Wall Street Journal has
reported Israel believes
Tehran has moved several
centrifuges — the machines
that purify uranium to
make an a-bomb.

The need to bomb tar-
gets under a thick layer of
earth led scientists to in-
vent bunker buster bombs.
Instead of exploding when
they come in contact with
the earth, these bombs are
designed to penetrate soil,
rock, and even reinforced
concrete before
detonating.

The U.Ss most power-

MOP entered combat for
the first time during the
US’s June 2025 strikes
against Iran in the 12-Day
War.

The MOP does not drill
through rock. Instead, it
uses an enormous amount
of kinetic energy to punch
its way through. The B2
Spirit can cruise at an alti-
tude of 50,000 ft. When a
13.6tonne  object  is
dropped from that height,
it will have a theoretical
maximum kinetic energy
of 2 gigajoules (GJ) when it
reaches the ground -
about as much energy with
which American Airlines
Flight 11 smashed into
North Tower on 9/11 — and
at a speed of nearly 2,000
km/hr.

In mah(y the MOP will
face significant atmospher-
ic drag and, from that alti-
tude, will reach the ground
at1,000-1,300 km/hr, with
a kinetic energy of 0.6-0.8
GJ. This is still equivalent to
the energy released by det-
onating around 170 kg of
TNT. And to ensure this
helps the MOP get as close
to the target as possible, it
features a hardened steel
casing, a nose only a few
tens of centimetres across,
and a delayed fuse that
kicks off only after the
bomb  has burrowed

ful ¢ ional bunker
buster is the GBU-57A/B
Massive Ordnance Penetra-
tor, shortened to MOP. The
world’s largest non-nuclear
bomb, a single MOP weighs
around 13.6 tonnes and is
currently delivered only by
the U.S. Air Force’s B2 Spi-
rit stealth bomber. The

If the MOP has a kinetic
energy of 0.7 G, a nose 20
cm wide will exert a pres-
sure 2.I-lakh-times the at-
mospheric pressure, and if
it’s able to penetrate 1m of
rock, a force equivalent to
71,000 tonnes under
earth’s gravity. If multiple

Tough terrain: A composite image showing the area around Pickaxe Mountain, visible near the centre

round it. The A site

of thisimage (from April 2024), with

roads spread |k dril

isvisible to the top-right (from September 2023). GOOGLE EARTH

MOPs are dropped in se-
quence over the same
point, each one can pene-
trate deeper than the last.

Cost of making an MOP
The unit cost of an MOP is
not available in the public
domain but estimates in
the media suggest $15-20
million per bomb. The
need for multiple bombs
may also weigh heavily on
the U.S. government’s
mind in terms of their de-
mand for critical minerals.
As researchers from the
Payne Institute of Public
Policy wrote in March this
year, “The biggest issue for
the [American] defense in-
dustrial base will be sourc-
ing the 77.3 kg of gallium
needed” to rebuild the ad-
vanced radars in Bahrain
and Qatar damaged by Ira-
nian missiles, “a material
for which China controls

98% of the global supply...
As the long conflict in Uk-
raine has already illustrat-
ed, war is being costed in
the wrong units.

The relevant metric is
not merely how many
launchers there are at the
start of the war, but how
many precision weapons
and interceptors can be
fired on days two, 20, and
200, and how quickly in-
dustry can replace them.”

Again, while a bill of ma-
terials isn’t available for
the MOP, a survey of other
precision-guided penetra-
tors suggests each bomb
may include up to a quintal
of tungsten, tens to hun-
dreds of grams of rare-
earth elements, and sever-
al other critical minerals of
varying quantities in bet-
ween.

For all the impressive
forces the MOP is capable

24J7. Trump’s bunker buster gamble on
RFdFT Tdd W T T Th-a¥eX &I
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of, a mountain can be
much more formidable.
Iran hasn’t released geo-
logical surveys of Pickaxe
Mountain — which locals
know as Kuh-e Kolang Gaz
La. But the Karkas Range
that it is part of is predomi-
nantly volcanic in origin,
with surveys indicating it
«consists mainly of voleanic
rocks from the Eocene pe-
riod. Volcanic rocks like
andesites and rhyolites are
generally hard and difficult
to excavate. The mountain
itself is also steep and
rugged, a topology that
lends itself to subterranean
facilities as the valleys can
host access roads while the
ridges provide rock cover.
Based on satellite imag-
es provided by Vantor, the
Institute for Science and
International Security
(ISIS), a U.S.-based think-
tank, has suggested that

the main access tunnels
enter horizontally through
the mountainside. Pickaxe
Mountain rises 1,600 m
above sea level and the nu-
clear complex is expected
(but not confirmed) to be
at least 100 m
underground.

Bunker buster bombs
like the MOP are generally
most effective against facil-
ities whose location and
layout are well-understood
and when the target
doesn’t lie beyond the
bomb’s penetrative capa-
bility. A facility buried un-
der tens of metres of soil or
rock can be vulnerable if
an MOP gets close enough
for the explosion — of the
bomb’s 2:2.5 tonnes of ex-
plosive charge — and shock
waves to damage or desta-
bilise the structure.

The bombs also fare bet-
ter against targets that
don’t move, such as under-
ground buildings, centri-

fuge halls, command
centres, and  aircraft
shelters.

On the flip side, the
MOPs become less effec-
tive the more deeply a fa-
cility is buried, since every
additional layer of rock or
reinforced concrete can
absorb some of the bomb's
energy before the facility
itself becomes vulnerable.

Simply increasing the
bomb’s speed at the mo-
ment of impact is also not
an option. Beyond a
threshold, the impact can
deform the bomb’s casing,
rendering it less effective.

Different rocks also
transmit shock waves diffe-
rently. Andesite and rhyo-

Pickaxe Mountain
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lite are both stiff rocks and
thus transmit shock waves
well, but the rocks them-
selves can withstand high
compressive stresses be-
fore fracturing.

Rhyolite is also more
brittle and can develop
multiple cracks. Note, ho-
wever, that Pickaxe Moun-
tain’s actual response to
multiple MOP strikes will
depend on existing frac-
tures as well as on the pro-
perties of the many other
rock types present, plus
the effects of any reinforc-
ing structures.

Since the Trump admi-
nistration is mulling bomb-
ing Pickaxe Mountain vis-a-
vis Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme, to which the U.S.
is opposed, military plan-
ners will be considering
destroying the under-
ground facility as much as
rendering enough damage
to delay the programme,
and perhaps even disrupt-
ing operations by collaps-
ing the access tunnels.

Lessons from Fordow

In fact, the June 2025 at-
tack by the U.S. illustrates
the possibilities at hand at
present. Iran built its For-
dow nuclear site inside a
mountain so that it could
survive air attacks. During
Operation Midnight Ham-
mer, seven B2 bombers
dropped 12 MOPs on For-
dow (and two on the Na-
tanz site). According to the
Pentagon, the bombers de-
livered the bombs in se-
quence aiming for a pair of
ventilation shafts. The first
MOPs damaged the rein-
forced concrete over each

shaft and the subsequent
ones punched deeper.

However, in the after-
math, U.S. officials said the
facility had suffered severe
damage while indepen-
dent assessments said the
attack delayed the nuclear
programme rather than
eliminating it. On-ground
inspection has of course
been impossible.

The Wall Street Journal
recently reported that Is-
raeli intelligence believes
Tehran moved several
tonnes of centrifuges into
the facility under Pickaxe
Mountain after Operation
Midnight Hammer. Howev-
er, the facility is also be-
lieved to be even deeper
than that at Fordow, poten-
tially deliberately beyond
the reach of MOPs.

In a July 14 assessment,
ISIS experts wrote, “The
site, in its present condi-
tion, would be more suita-
ble for ground forces to at-
tack or sabotage like the
destruction of the ad-
vanced centrifuge assemb-
ly centre”. But as The Guar-
dian  put it, “The
deployment of ground op-
erations has so far been a
red line for Trump and
there has been no sugges-
tion that he is any closer to
considering such a move,
even after the recent
escalation”.

Given these constraints,
future military operations
could focus less on des-
troying the chambers
housing the facility and
more on collapsing the ac-
cess points or dal
supporting infra, such as
power lines abovegmund.
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U.S. faces a complex challenge at Iran’s Pickaxe Mountain, where powerful bunker buster
bombs meet hardy geological formations; success is also limited by a critical minerals
crunch, and could force Trump to shift from destruction to disabling surface infra and
subterranean access tunnels, with the deep, rugged mountain potentially placing Tehran’s
underground facility beyond the bombs’ reach.

HART Y ST & R dFH Tdd TR U ST JlelT T FHAAT AT 95 @7 &, STal AfFeemen
TH-TEC TAT T AIHAT FHOR A AT VLA U §; FhoraT Ageaqor @fersit h7 Fal 3 o
WA &, 3R Y g T TIATRN o ST TG HTETTAT FUT AT TgT G 1 AT
et T TUTATC AT I8 Feell &, FiTeh Ig I IR GITH Td HavareT: gt Y ${fdaray
gﬁmaﬁaﬁaﬁrqg’ﬂﬁwwm%l

Conventional bombs explode on or near a target surface, with the explosion and fragments,
e.g. shrapnel, rendering the bomb’s damage.

IRYRS TH 8T FHI Tdg I AT 39 [odhe [aThIe Hld &, IR farwie aur st (Ageter) &
e & aifc g g

But when a target is buried deep under a mountain, the soil and rock mass surrounding it can
absorb enough of the blast’s energy to keep the target from being damaged too much.

oifehet T8 I o1& fohdll 9ad o e ITETS # GaT BidT 8, af 38 aRT 3K &t AT 3R
Tl T AT oA TATPIE I TATTT FaiT Y TNV X ThT &, THTY 8T l 370H
&1feY el wg |

This is the situation facing the Donald Trump administration as it mulls plans to bomb
Pickaxe Mountain in Iran, where The Wall Street Journal has reported Israel believes

Tehran has moved several centrifuges — the machines that purify uranium to make an a-
bomb.

7Y TRUTA SNATes TFT FATH & TTHA &, T 98 Vo1 F NHFH 98d IR THIRY ¥ ASTaT W
fIaR F @7 &, 5761 & afer T¥e Stefer T NUIE & 3THR SRS &l AeToll § o g0 o 5
At — 3§ Felel St AT T IATT] 87 TaA1e o FAIT ety lell § — F8T TR Y
e gl

'tlj'gi]l?)esed to bomb targets under a thick layer of earth led scientists to invent bunker buster

AT T ANET 9T o o) AT T8I TR §HAT ey T AT of dAT(oIehl T ThI-gFeT I8
Frfaa e & forw aRa foram)

Instead of exploding when they come in contact with the earth, these bombs are designed to
penetrate soil, rock, and even reinforced concrete before detonating.

ERT & TIH H AT &7 FATHIT et & FoT3, 31 FAT I fAed), Tge, 3R 75t o fF yafaa
HPIT T Heel & T1G TATHIT el & ToIT BT foham T g

The U.S.’s most powerful conventional bunker buster is the GBU-57A/B Massive Ordnance
Penetrator, shortened to MOP.

AT T JIH ATFAL T IRIR P dai-a¥e GBU-57A/B Massive Ordnance Penetrator,
S TeIT & MOP &gl ST g, B

The world’s largest non-nuclear bomb, a single MOP weighs around 13.6 tonnes and is
currently delivered only by the U.S. Air Force’s B2 Spirit stealth bomber.

T T HEH T3T IR-GTATY] TH, Teh MOP, SITHeT 13.6 T doTell g1l & 3R acidlel & 38 Shael
AR argdar & B2 FPafRe Ty sieaw ganT o Sam S g

The MOP entered combat for the first time during the U.S.’s June 2025 strikes against Iran
in the 12-Day War.

MOP T Tgell SR Je& & 3UTNT S 2025 H §11 TR HANHT & el & el 12-Raehar ggur
# T |
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The MOP does not drill through rock.

MOP Tcelel H 3o ieh TEAT =T8T JoITcT|

Instead, it uses an enormous amount of kinetic energy to punch its way through.
SH% Tl TG TEAT ST & TIT TS Afast FAT T 3TANT FAT g |

The B2 Spirit can cruise at an altitude of 50,000 ft.

B2 f&aRe &1er919T 50,000 $YE T FATS W 337 8] ThaT &

When a 13.6-tonne object is dropped from that height, it will have a theoretical maximum
kinetic energy of 2 gigajoules (GJ) when it reaches the ground — about as much energy
with which American Airlines Flight 11 smashed into North Tower on 9/11 — and at a
speed of nearly 2,000 km/hr.

S 13.6 mwﬁéﬁgm”ﬁﬁﬁﬁmmm%,ﬁqugaﬁwmﬂamwﬁ
Jrfererce 2 afferrerer (GJ) TTfast St g1l — SRTHeT Icfell &1 St foicteil 9/11 & GRTeT IARFeT
TIIATSH Follse 11 & oATY AT ¥ el W 2T — 31K sgehr arfar s9me7er 2,000 fral/erer gaft)

In reality, the MOP will face significant atmospheric drag and, from that altitude, will reach
the ground at 1,000-1,300 km/hr, with a kinetic energy of 0.6-0.8 GJ.

ATl &, MOP ol Tiee aRIHS e TR &7 AIHAT A1 9571 3R 38 Fa18 & et ¥
FE 1,000-1,300 ferafi/erer St 1fd & ST oY ag<iam, f5rwe 0.6-0.8 GJ rferet ST graft|

This is still equivalent to the energy released by detonating around 170 kg of TNT.

g AT ofY S1eTaeT 170 fFeaNarmT TNT & ATl & fAshelsr arel Fall & SR &1

And to ensure this helps the MOP get as close to the target as possible, it features a
hardened steel casing, a nose only a few tens of centimetres across, and a delayed fuse
that kicks off only after the bomb has burrowed underground.

3R =g GARTT F3A & T o MOP w181 & fSrcietT T3 &Y 3T fiehe Ig o, $HH HoR el
T JTEATVT, hdol S Golel HEIHICI TIST 3T, 3R Teh Fareifae wet gl &, St 531 & sgffara
TAeT e o 916 &F Aishd 8T g

If the MOP has a kinetic energy of 0.7 GJ, a nose 20 cm wide will exert a pressure 2.1-lakh-
times the atmospheric pressure, and if it's able to penetrate 1 m of rock, a force equivalent
to 71,000 tonnes under earth’s gravity.

Ife MOP &1 a1fast it 0.7 GJ &1, AT 20 Wt TilsT 3HhT 37337197 ATFHS N Gela & 2.1 A
AT 377 gaTa sTere, 3R AT a5 1 Hiex TTer &1 dest 3 TETH 81, af Ag JAT & IecarHyor
% dgd 71,000 A & SIS Fof 3cTooT |

If multiple MOPs are dropped in sequence over the same point, each one can penetrate
deeper than the last.

I Ueh & TATT W HHAIR s MOP FIRTT AT, Y Teds 957 Aee 967 § 3110 TS dh war
H GohT g

Cost of making an MOP
MOP S&Tel &Y AT

The unit cost of an MOP is not available in the public domain but estimates in the media
suggest $15-20 million per bomb.

MOP T 9Tt $ehTS ST FTdtialeh § & STCISY T8l §, Afehet FSAT & IHeTHTT & HTAR TAh
FH FI AT AT 15-20 AT 3R steR B

The need for multiple bombs may also weigh heavily on the U.S. government’s mind in
terms of their demand for critical minerals.

&S THT T ITTLIhlT Ageaqor Whersil ht HiaT & et 7 AR TFR & v o v ar Rfar
& Fehell B

As researchers from the Payne Institute of Public Policy wrote in March this year, “The
biggest issue for the [American] defense industrial base will be sourcing the 77.3 kg of
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gallium needed” to rebuild the advanced radars in Bahrain and Qatar damaged by Iranian
missiles, “a material for which China controls 98% of the global supply...

ST 3 9o $¥EIedE 3T ufeas aiferd & eitrerai3il = 58 av A 7 forr, (3] e
3ite@ oI 3muR & forw Tod a1 geear 77.3 freene dews it sudeudr gl rehr
TR AT el 3R Fe 7§ FAATgell I 4TI Ieeld USRT & YeAfelaior & forw g,
“UE FrHa TorHes ATRaeR 3cuest 1 98% et i e g...”

As the long conflict in Ukraine has already illustrated, war is being costed in the wrong units.

SIET foh Ighet A ofd T o Il &1 few@m e g, Y Y ST T 3MTeheled ITeld Aleishi # fohar 5T

w@Iel

The relevant metric is not merely how many launchers there are at the start of the war, but
how many precision weapons and interceptors can be fired on days two, 20, and 200, and

how quickly industry can replace them.”

HET ATUCS Shalol TG 61 ¢ Toh Jol sh BT A fohelel dileel 3ueletr 8, afeeh 78 o7 § foh q@y,
a3 &Y Wl R fras #8® §FAAR 3T $exqe gl ST Havd & T 363NT 3 favctall
S & goT: AT s gpar g 1”

Again, while a bill of materials isn’t available for the MOP, a survey of other precision-guided
penetrators suggests each bomb may include up to a quintal of tungsten, tens to hundreds

of grams of rare-earth elements, and several other critical minerals of varying quantities in
between.

e &, Teg T MOP & |l Tt 3ucisty 7781 8, 31T FF-TAERAT dageT Al & 3T &
Hand TR & T Tcdeh 9 3 18197 Uah Fdeer Sareeat, geler 3yaT acal & Goral & densl a1,
T fafSe=t AT 7 &S 317 Ageaqor @iersr iAo g dehd &

For all the impressive forces the MOP is capable

MOP fSaeir 8t wamraemmelY eIfFd 3cdeet adet H TeTH §...

Pickaxe Mountain and the limits of the MOP

Rdad gdq 3ttt MOP fr #i\TT

For all the impressive forces the MOP is capable of, a mountain can be much more
formidable.

MOP TSIt 81 THIERITeT ATl Sctoet el 3 HETH &1, Teh Tdicl SHY el ITeIeh gotd ArfaicT g
ThT g |

Iran hasn’t released geological surveys of Pickaxe Mountain — which locals know as Kuh-
e Kolang Gaz La.

& o Rt vda & spafers qdator Ardeieie 781 fhu 8, o T oo Fg-v-Hier
TS o & ATH & S B

But the Karkas Range that it is part of is predominantly volcanic in origin, with surveys
indicating it consists mainly of volcanic rocks from the Eocene period.

Qfehet [ AT TATATET T T G &, 3T 3caTy AT FATaHE 8, R Fdaron &
Heel Al § 7o I8 AT T A $HINT FTer T SARIET TeerEil 3 50 ¢

Volcanic rocks like andesites and rhyolites are generally hard and difficult to excavate.
THTEE 3R IAEE SR SaATET Teet AHad: FOR g & AR 3T Gars T Hide
g &l

The mountain itself is also steep and rugged, a topology that lends itself to subterranean
facilities as the valleys can host access roads while the ridges provide rock cover.

Ig Udd T8 1 AT TS Tellall 3R Fa5-WIaS 87-3Tehil arel &, it syfrra ghaemit & fav
FA &
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Based on satellite images provided by Vantor, the Institute for Science and International
Security (ISIS), a U.S.-based think tank, has suggested that the main access tunnels enter
horizontally through the mountainside.

35T CINT 3Tl TS TS 3T BAAT & MR R, JARHT I e o $¥ege R a5w
U3 Sl RAFAIRE (1SIS) o Foira feram € o ey Faer g9t gdd T golle & aifast &9 7
MR ST &1

Pickaxe Mountain rises 1,600 m above sea level and the nuclear complex is expected (but
not confirmed) to be at least 100 m underground.

Ryt odd Tz el & 1,600 #EX 3T & R AT ST & (gTeliien g Iie 761 g8 §)
YIATO] IRET -8 100 HeT siffara By g
Bunker buster bombs like the MOP are generally most effective against facilities whose

location and layout are well-understood and when the target doesn't lie beyond the bomb’s
penetrative capability.

MOP 31 §&h{-9¥eX 7 THI: 3o (STl o [a%ey Tad 37T THIET 8Id 8, Foteter TTe
3R G 38 aRE AT &Y dUT 16T S5 T FesT &THT § 378 184S W 7

A facility buried under tens of metres of soil or rock can be vulnerable if an MOP gets close
enough for the explosion — of the bomb’s 2-2.5 tonnes of explosive charge — and shock
waves to damage or destabilise the structure.

afe 1 MOP wificd fishe qger ST, ot fAee) a1 Teere i & #leY ITexrs & Red 1S giaer
oY I & 2-2.5 T TATHITH TUT 3T ITETT JL3NT (M deH) I &7faared a1 318U 81 Ahdll

The bombs also fare better against targets that don’t move, such as underground buildings,
centrifuge halls, command centres, and aircraft shelters.

& 397 37 FOR ofe it o fareer o 31fRres emrd g1t €, S 1feTet s7areT, Wiwrg et gfer, TS Wew,
3R fawTe 3msr Tue|

On the flip side, the MOPs become less effective the more deeply a facility is buried, since
every additional layer of rock or reinforced concrete can absorb some of the bomb’s energy
before the facility itself becomes vulnerable.

@l 3R, ol giaem o TSI 31fereh IT60S # §lel X MOP 3cel €1 haf FeTl &1 i1l &, Faiifeh
LT AT FeIfelcT hehle i Fedsh HTARFT Tl 77 H o Fofl IJTAMT T A 81

Simply increasing the bomb’s speed at the moment of impact is also not an option.

TFAT & THI §H T 3Tl Sl hdol T&T ST Y I TATUTA 78T g

Beyond a threshold, the impact can deform the bomb’s casing, rendering it less effective.

Th HIAT 311 I ol IR TFh § & JTaR0T T fhed X Tehell &, TSTad 3qehT gaqrasirerar
o BT ST &

Different rocks also transmit shock waves differently.

A ThR T TccTeT HTETT dI3N T TIAR 3T 3e19T-3769T ThR & T & |

Andesite and rhyolite are both stiff rocks and thus transmit shock waves well, but the rocks
themselves can withstand high compressive stresses before fracturing.

31T 3R TAATEE Sl FoR dcer &, ST I TaTd aial i 3ol IR Fdl &, Afehed
<eH U Ugel d 3T WIS AATd ool T Fehell &

Rhyolite is also more brittle and can develop multiple cracks.

TRATATSE 3iTeeh 39 EIcl & 3R 38 3eieh eI TAshfaet g Fehehl &

Note, however, that Pickaxe Mountain’s actual response to multiple MOP strikes will depend

on existing fractures as well as on the properties of the many other rock types present, plus
the effects of any reinforcing structures.

gTailfeh, g €A1 QAT A1 T for RFtad ada $ir 5 MOP gae o ufa aredafass gfafsar ager
& AlSle AR, 317 G hT Teeral & 0T T fdl o Fedienior FaaT & Feia o) 38K
|
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e Since the Trump administration is mulling bombing Pickaxe Mountain vis-a-vis Iran’s
nuclear programme, to which the U.S. is opposed, military planners will be considering
destroying the underground facility as much as rendering enough damage to delay the
programme, and perhaps even disrupting operations by collapsing the access tunnels.

e TFT TR $T0T & YA FRHHA & T ot H Rawderq g W aA7all W AR & @8,
TSrerehT AT faer YT 8, 3ATAT A7 AISTATRR SR AT i 775 kel & TY-A1Y 33
qu@mﬁwﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁ:wﬁwﬁmaammm:qﬁwg@ﬁﬁwww
TarereT 3t a1ferd forar ST aeh |

Lessons from Fordow

wisf & e g9

e |n fact, the June 2025 attack by the U.S. illustrates the possibilities at hand at present.
AT H, ST 2025 H ARG ST T a7 §HAT TTATT HHATIATIHT 1 &=l &1
e [ran built its Fordow nuclear site inside a mountain so that it could survive air attacks.

U 1 3791 BISF AT T T TAAOT Toh Il & $7c Foham oiifer 9 gars gell & GRIETT @

Th|

e During Operation Midnight Hammer, seven B2 bombers dropped 12 MOPs on Fordow
(and two on the Natanz site).

T FAsaEe 97 & e O1d B2 aiFaRY & Bisf 9 12 MOP fRTT (31X adier T W a) |

e According to the Pentagon, the bombers delivered the bombs in sequence aiming for a pair
of ventilation shafts.

YeHTeT o 3TTER, S1EaRT o sheAdR a7 FIRTT IR Seehr ey dfeerereT amere i veh Sigr Y|

e The first MOPs damaged the reinforced concrete over each shaft and the subsequent ones
punched deeper.

ggel MOP o e e & X U yafard sshie o1 eTfaared fhar 3R a1g & 997 303 ofr
mwlé%qg%l

e However, in the aftermath, U.S. officials said the facility had suffered severe damage while
independent assessments said the attack delayed the nuclear programme rather than
eliminating it.
REUEDS Waﬁaﬁﬁﬁm#mﬁ?gﬁmaﬁﬁmﬁﬁ@, STafoh TaAT 3Teholal
o 3TTER $H §H o YIHIY FIAHH I AT FA & ol sharel 3T faeie foma|

e On-ground inspection has of course been impossible.
TaTHTTaS §F A, TS TR TcaT 18701 THT 16T 8 Tl g |

e The Wall Street Journal recently reported that Israeli intelligence believes Tehran moved
several tonnes of centrifuges into the facility under Pickaxe Mountain after Operation
Midnight Hammer.

& aieT TEIE Sreter o g1el & 3 RUIE o o sorrgelt givar waifRat o1 areren § 1 sitaverer
fAsege ¥ & a1e Qe A S oo FAFIST e gded o = Foud giaer & Ueidid
feul

e However, the facility is also believed to be even deeper than that at Fordow, potentially
deliberately beyond the reach of MOPs.

gTellfeh, Ig 8 1T STl & foh 2rg giaem st & off 37feren a1e<rs & U &, Herdd: SeTggint

MOP &I 9g & e

o InaJuly 14 assessment, ISIS experts wrote, “The site, in its present condition, would be
more suitable for ground forces to attack or sabotage like the destruction of the advanced
centrifuge assembly centre”.

14 FAT§ o Teh 3Teholal A SIS o TaRIw=iT o for@r, “319eh acareT Feufa & Jg Torer STl qal
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ART §H T Seaicl AT IrATell gk ST IAEHT T T Ftod AT ASHIS o foIw 31t
39 gram|”
e Butas The Guardian put it, “The deployment of ground operations has so far been a red

line for Trump and there has been no suggestion that he is any closer to considering such a
move, even after the recent escalation”.

difehet & NI & ITAR, “STltelt e ITAATT b1 AATCA 31T Teh T & TIT Teh ol el [WT T &
3R g1forT gara St & a1 3 VT IS Hohd el § T 3 3T YR & FgH W [TaR aa &
3Tk forshe aga &f”

e Given these constraints, future military operations could focus less on destroying the

chambers housing the facility and more on collapsing the access points or damaging
supporting infrastructure, such as power lines aboveground.

s?rmmaﬁafra@ﬁgtr,mﬁw%ﬁmmgﬁmmﬁmﬁaﬁwma:mﬁarﬁ?ﬁ
T €TET et IT FarsTell dgaAl SIHT TETIh TEITAT ol 4TTTIed del IR 3 WF €A1 higd I
e RS

GS Paper 111: Economy 24 July 2026
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wfdser Atws wadh Riant & & s amad Fafa g8 10 7far & 3wa9d7 TR R

ekl
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FIT FCNR(B) TaTHY $TRAT Y 571 TR & AT v Reaw e @2
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= gore upgrade

The updated Index of Core Industries
rounds out economic data upgrades
T he Index of Core Industries (ICI) has final-

ly joined the country’s other economic

metrics in becoming up-to-date and re-
presentative of the economy. The other metrics
such as the national accounts, Consumer Price
Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and
the Index of Industrial Production (IIP) were up-
dated earlier this year, although even those were
after considerable delays. The ICI has now joined
their ranks with the June data being based on a
new series with an updated base year, an addi-
tional sector being covered, and revised weights
and methodologies. This is a welcome upgrade.
The performance of these core industries is a vi-
tal barometer of the state of the economy. In the
new series, the previous eight sectors have be-
come nine, with the vital inclusion of the iron ore
sector. Improvements have also been made to
how the steel and coal sectors are measured in
order to remove the previous double-counting
that was taking place. The addition of a sector
would naturally change the distribution of
weights of the sectors in the index, but the final
weights also reflect a broader shift in economic
activity. The coal and natural gas sectors have
seen their weights nearly halve to about 5.6% and
3.8%, respectively. On the other hand, the elec-
tricity sector now makes up more than 30% of
the index from less than 20% in the previous se-
ries. All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of
renewables in electricity generation, even as de-
mand for electricity itself surges.

The performance of the index in June 2026,
with a five-month-high growth of 5%, would sug-
gest that Indian industry is shrugging off the
slump induced by the West Asia crisis. However,
two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% — were due to a sta-
tistical base effect since both sectors had con-
tracted in June last year. It remains to be seen
whether the numbers will remain this positive
once that base effect wears off in the months
ahead. The new series highlights some of the sys-
temic issues that the old series did, such as the
persistent contraction of the crude oil and natu-
ral gas sectors. They have contracted continuous-
ly for 18 and 24 months, respectively. If India
does not have these resources, that is one thing.
But if it has them and still is not able to extract
them economically, then that is a serious short-
coming. The update of the ICI and the recent up-
grade of the WPI would have been a good time for
a broader statistical reorganisation. With the Mi-
nistry of Statistics and Programme Implementa-
tion handling the CPI and the IIP, it only makes
sense for the WPI and ICI to move to it from their
current home in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry. That change can still be made.

24J7. Core upgrade
TR &A= FT ST el

e The other metrics such as the national accounts, Consumer
Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP) were updated earlier this year, although
even those were after considerable delays.

3o Hehclel, S8 TR AW (National Accounts), 3TFAT Hed
HaHIF (CPI), i AT Ga&F (WPI) 77 e scareet gasis
(IIP) 3T 38 a¥ & YRFH H eI cleT [T IIAT AT, TEATT 373 T 1T
farerer g3 &l

e The ICI has now joined their ranks with the June data being

based on a new series with an updated base year, an additional
sector being covered, and revised weights and methodologies.

S ICI 877 37 AN # enfAer Y A1 §, FAiTeh ST o 37Tehs Ueh o15 H@el
(New Series) W 3THTRA 8, fora# 3¢ TcdeT MR a¥ (Base Year), T
3ifaRerd & &1 gAY, JUr TMAT HR (Weights) 3R FrRigonfot
(Methodologies) enfae &1

e This is a welcome upgrade.
g U TARTAARY 39 ¢ |

e The performance of these core industries is a vital
barometer of the state of the economy.

T YRS 3NN ohT FeTel reaae S FEufa &1 veh Ageayor
AYF &

e Improvements have also been made to how the steel and
coal sectors are measured in order to remove the previous double-
counting that was taking place.

g4 # g1 1T aYed 0T (Double-counting) &1 HHTCT & & 36820 &
$TAI (Steel) 3R 1T (Coal) &¥3T & HI I Jeufa 7 o guR fhar
AT

o All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of renewables in
electricity generation, even as demand for electricity itself surges.

Ig HetacT: Rega searee 7 aefieoiir st 1 e fREderdy 3 gaffar
¥ STt fasrelt &1 #7er 3f ol & 55 W &

e However, two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% — were due to a statistical base
effect since both sectors had contracted in June last year.

gTelieh, &1 Jo7E Jeftl &Y — ile 313 o 43.9% T faega # 9.8% —
T WIHETHIT YR T8 (Statistical Base Effect) 1 gRom# o,
Fieh TS a¥ ST & Sl &=t 7 TepeleT gof feham a1 2|

e The new series highlights some of the systemic issues that

the old series did, such as the persistent contraction of the crude oil and natural gas

sectors.

T H@eT o 81 qeA H[Gell T TG $o ACATcHD FATATHT T 3R 6T 8, S e A
(Crude Oil) T W fare 3 &Y=t & SITAR 8T g7 HepereT |
e With the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation handling the CPI and the

IIP, it only makes sense for the WPI and ICI to move to it from their current home in the
Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

9 WifeT Ua FIIFH FTeadsT HATAT CP| T2T |IP T YaeIT Y T &, I Tg dhaTd a9
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& WPI 3R ICI 3 811 373 AT HATe, 31T aifored vd 3gANT AFTET, & TUAIRT HT
3 HATS o 37T Y faam S|

Currently:

However:

This would:

e Consumer Price Index (CPI) is prepared by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme
Implementation (MoSPI).

e Index of Industrial Production (lIP) is also prepared by MoSPI.

e Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is prepared by the Department for Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

o Index of Core Industries (ICl) is also prepared by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry.

e Since CPI, IIP, WPI, and ICl are all important macroeconomic indicators used to measure
inflation and industrial performance, many experts believe it would be more logical if all
these indices were compiled by a single ministry—MoSPI.

e Ensure uniform statistical methods and base-year revisions.

e Improve coordination and consistency among economic indicators.
e Reduce duplication of work across ministries.
e Strengthen the credibility and reliability of India's official economic statistics.

India’s ICI gets an updated
series: what has changed?

The Centre has released a revised series of the ICL updating the base vear, sectoral coverage and weights.

Here is what has changed and what it means for industrial growth

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

The story so far:

he Union Government has
released an updated series of
its Index of Core Industries

(ICD, which is a key measure of
how the main industrial sectors in India’s
economy are doing. This update now
brings the ICI on a par with other recently
updated metrics such as the national
accounts (Gross Domestic Product and
Gross Value Added), inflation, and the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

What are the key changes in the new
ICI series?

The previous ICI had a base year of
2011-12, which was significantly outdated.
So, the first major update of the new
series of the index was to bring forward

the base year to 2022-23. This makes the
data more reflective of current reality,
and thus makes it a more useful gauge of
industrial activity.

The second major change was to
increase the number of sectors covered to
nine from the previous eight. The eight
sectors earlier covered were coal, crude
oil, natural gas, refinery products, steel,
cement, electricity, and fertilizers.

Now, the government has said that
owing to the intensive use of iron ore in
industrial production, it has been added
to the list of core industries.

Other sectoral changes include
calculating steel production on a gross
output basis rather than a net output
basis so as to bring this in line with the
1P, which is the other major industrial
production metric.

In the coal sector, the updated series

will only measure raw coal, and has
excluded middling and washed coal. This
change was made to eliminate the double
counting that occurred in the previous
series, as both middling and washed coal
are made using raw coal.

‘Which sectors have gained or lost
weight in the new ICI?
The inclusion of the iron ore sector and
the resultant increase in the total number
of sectors to nine would naturally lead to
aredistribution of the weights among the
sectors. Further, according to the
government, it has revised the weights in
the new series of the ICI to reflect the
weights of the same sectors in the IIP.
Both of these factors have led to a
significant redistribution of weights
among the sectors of the ICI. The newly
added iron ore sector has been assigned a

weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be
distributed among the other sectors.

The coal sector has seen a big
downward revision in its significance,
with its weight coming down from 10.33%
to 5.596%. The natural gas sector, too,
saw a major downward revision from
6.88% to 3.841%. Refinery products saw
its weightage reduced from 28.04% to
22.572%.

Some sectors increased in significance.
The electricity sector, for example, now
makes up 30.932% of the entire index, up
from the earlier 19.85%. The fertilizers
sector saw its weightage increase
marginally to 2.731% from 2.63%.

Have these revisions changed the final
growth picture?
There is certainly a difference in the data
output generated from the old series and
the new series for the same periods of
time. However, these variations become
smaller when scaled up over time and as
you move further back. That is, while the
May 2026 growth of the ICI has been
revised from 0.5% as per the old series to
3.2% in the new series, the full-year
growth for 2025-26 was only revised from
1.1% to 1%.

Hence, just because the series has been
updated, it does not mean the industrial
growth picture has radically changed.

22J7. India’s ICI gets an updated series: what has changed?

W?a@;ﬁmﬁmm:wmﬁwg%

e The Union Government has released an updated series of its Index of Core Industries
(ICI), which is a key measure of how the main industrial sectors in India’s economy are doing.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

THE GIST

¥ The Union Government has
released an updated series of
its Index of Core Industries
(IC1), which is a key measure
of how the main industrial
sectors in Indias economy are
doing

¥ This update now brings the
ICl on a par with other
recently updated metrics such
as the national accounts
Changes include bringing
forward the base year and
increasing the number of
sectors covered
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F% WHER A PR IGHNT GIFF (TENITE) Y 3T STl AN Y, I 7R A Jrefegaedr
& 997 3iicTren &1 & JeeleT Y A & Teh Fgedqol Hoheldh o

This update now brings the ICI on a par with other recently updated metrics such as the
national accounts (Gross Domestic Product and Gross Value Added), inflation, and the
Index of Industrial Production (IIP).

S 3TCT & HTY HTEHITE 31 51T & 3 AT FFT 1T 317 Tog T, oF T A
(T B 3CUTG T qhel Hed adier), FEEDa, 727 i@ scureer gaais (r$amsd) &
HHPET BT AT R |

What are the key changes in the new ICI series?

TS HTSHIITS HEe & yo7a IRacda #4182

The previous ICI had a base year of 2011-12, which was significantly outdated.
Qe HTEHIITE T HTUR T 2011-12 T, SiT FHIHT GRTAT g1 FehT AT|

So, the first major update of the new series of the index was to bring forward the base year to
2022-23.

ATV S S[@ell  Ygell T IR YR a T deelehl 2022-23 FIAT 8

This makes the data more reflective of current reality, and thus makes it a more useful gauge
of industrial activity.

SHY 3ilehs aciH TRTEATAIT o1 31 Fard yfafds gega #ta ¢ 3R siteafors afafafat &
3ol & forT 318 3Tl saa &

The second major change was to increase the number of sectors covered to nine from the
previous eight.

GO SHE IREeT Tg & foh QiAo a¥aT BT H&ar TS & dorad At T T TS B

The eight sectors earlier covered were coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products,
steel, cement, electricity, and fertilizers.

T H A 3715 &1 I—HIIT, FoaT ad, ipfas A, Remadt seure, geura, @ife, fgga
T 3R |

Now, the government has said that owing to the intensive use of iron ore in industrial
production, it has been added to the list of core industries.

3T TR = el & o AP IcqTeT 7 ditg IAFF S ST 3TANT T WA §UFH FR
3T hY T A AR Fohar arar B
Other sectoral changes include calculating steel production on a gross output basis rather

than a net output basis so as to bring this in line with the [P, which is the other major
industrial production metric.

31 &V IR 7 AT SCATGeA T ITUTAT PG IeaTeeT TR & FUTeT T Hehvel Sedrest
TR 9T AT QA &, e 38 I seareer gasis (SIS & 3780 =111 517 Feh,
i e TR ScdTeeT T Teh e JHT Heheleh &

In the coal sector, the updated series will only measure raw coal, and has excluded
middling and washed coal.

FIIAT & H I HTell 3 haol Fed HIIS I AT h¥ai T FAsfT Hrer ik o
3T AT T SHA AT LT fohaT ST |

This change was made to eliminate the double counting that occurred in the previous series,
as both middling and washed coal are made using raw coal.

I IREc qaadt H@ell H glel aTell GIgLY IOTAT hT FHTCT &hdel & oI femam T &, aRdifen
mﬁwmmmmgmmaﬁwmmm@ammm

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 5



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Which sectors have gained or lost weight in the new ICI?

TS ITSHIMS (IC1) @ 7 et 811 T R ToT AT T 372

The inclusion of the iron ore sector and the resultant increase in the total number of sectors
to nine would naturally lead to a redistribution of the weights among the sectors.

Wmﬁaﬁanﬁm%umﬁamgmaﬁ@rﬁwamﬁﬁmﬁ%qﬁwwqﬁfﬁm
&YAT & 8 T G TacoT FaTsiiiaen 2Tl

Further, according to the government, it has revised the weights in the new series of the ICI
to reflect the weights of the same sectors in the IIP.

g8 TR, FIFR o IHTAR oI5 IEHIATE (IC1) 5@l & #RY 1 38 TehR AT fohar arar
¢ 7o 3 3l eutest gasTF (1IP) H Fafed &t & R 1 wfafdfad wi

Both of these factors have led to a significant redistribution of weights among the sectors of
the ICI.

$eT gleil T & HTEANHTS (IC1) & FafdeeT &1 & HR A oG IAfdaRoT gan &1

The newly added iron ore sector has been assigned a weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving
that much less of the total share to be distributed among the other sectors.

g AiFATAT dlg 3T &7 T Gadhis 7 4.905% T AR YTl fhaT 311 §, Toreeh HROT 3107
&1 & ey TR gt aTe Shef TEEAT 3T he 81 IAT &

The coal sector has seen a big downward revision in its significance, with its weight coming
down from 10.33% to 5.596%.

FIIAT 8T & Agcd H ool AT HI IS & R 3THAT AR 10.33% I T 5.596% I fear

AR

The natural gas sector, too, saw a major downward revision from 6.88% to 3.841%.
ST TR W fas 3 & F1 7R 91 6.88% ¥ TN 3.841% X fGaT IIATE |

Refinery products saw its weightage reduced from 28.04% to 22.572%.

RGBS ITUTET T HR 28.04% I T 22.572% R fear AT gl

Some sectors increased in significance.

Fo &3 &l Hged eI 8

The electricity sector, for example, now makes up 30.932% of the entire index, up from the
earlier 19.85%.

3ETEXOT o ToIT, fagge & 1 91X 319 QX Feehieh T 30.932% 8T ITATE, ST Tgel 19.85% T
The fertilizers sector saw its weightage increase marginally to 2.731% from 2.63%.

IEF A T AR N AN T @ gt 2.731% &1 AT E, ST Tg el 2.63% T

Have these revisions changed the final growth picture?

A1 3T weneal § ifaer geftr #1 aRged s = 2

There is certainly a difference in the data output generated from the old series and the new
series for the same periods of time.

TR §7 & G FHATET & Torw qurlt s 3R 78 s7@er & ured 3iwst & aRomat 7 3w
el

However, these variations become smaller when scaled up over time and as you move further
back.

gleilTeh, HHAY 3 AT &8 AT oh T I AT RS & 81 ohT 31 ST 9T 3T IUeTThel Sl 81
Ik

That is, while the May 2026 growth of the ICI has been revised from 0.5% as per the old

series to 3.2% in the new series, the full-year growth for 2025-26 was only revised from
1.1% to 1%.
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371, ST8T #§ 2026 & ToIT TSI (IC1) T Fefer e T YT ST & 0.5% & HNAT T 1S
Gl # 3.2% < AT IRATE, TET 2025-26 T i gEftr G sharer 1.1% & Tl 1% T 15 &

e Hence, just because the series has been updated, it does not mean the industrial growth
picture has radically changed.

37c: halol Aol & ATl g1 STet o1 g 3 761 ¢ fob i@ gefer o1 woar aRgea Hererd
9 8 Seol TATE |

Bank credit-deposit ratio at a

62-year high

B —

MUMBAI

Indian banks’ credit depo-
sit (CD) ratio stood at a 62-
year high of 82.6% in the
first quarter of fiscal 2027
as loans grew faster than
deposits, as per Centre for
Monitoring Indian Econo-
my (CMIE) data.

Loans grew at 18.6%
year-on-year (YoY) to
¥219.3 lakh crore while de-
posits rose 13.3% to 3265.4
lakh crore in Q1.

The variance between
the loan and deposit
growth was at 5 percentage
points - the widest since
June quarter of fiscal 2024.

Since QIFY22, the least
growth in loans was 8.5%
whereas deposits did not

A¥ i ddddd ¢ 309

-

of 82.6% in QI

Widening gap: Variance between loan and deposit growth was 5
percentage points - the widest since June quarter of fiscal 2024.

grow faster than 16%. Ana-
lysts say the ratio had more
to do with change in liabil-
ities’ composition.

Excess investments

“Over the last five years,
banks had excess invest-
ments on their balance
sheet, which they had re-

H 31f8® At W
e Loans grew at 18.6% year-on-year (YoY) to ¥219.3 lakh crore while deposits rose 13.3%
to ¥265.4 lakh crore in Q1.

ggell fAATY (Q1) # HOT (Loans) T9-&T-aXW (YoY) 18.6% ga €219.3 o1& FIUS 8! 91T,
e STAT (Deposits) 13.3% Fga T265.4 A1 FAS & TS|

e The variance between the loan and deposit growth was at 5 percentage points - the widest
since June quarter of fiscal 2024.

FOT 3R STAT gEf&r o oI 1 37cR 5 Fferere 37eh 76T, S faet a 2024 &y ST fa#Aeh & a1 ded
gl

e Since Q1FY22, the least growth in loans was 8.5% whereas deposits did not grow faster
than 16%.

Q1FY22 & g & HOT (Loans) H =g+IcIH Jeiel 8.5% @, STaieh STAT (Deposits) HT gefer 16%
317 AET W
e Analysts say the ratio had more to do with change in liabilities’ composition.

faeAwHT (Analysts) T FgeTT & foh 8 3TegaTcl T et TR SAGTRAT (Liabilities) H

T 3 T IR T F

Excess investments

3rferey faaer

deployed in loans. So, opti-
cally, the loan book was
growing faster and the in-
vestment book growing
slower. Therefore CD ratio
looked higher. Second,
banks’ capital is at life-time
high and this gets lent out,”
said Piran Engineer, senior
research analyst at CLSA.

24J7. Bank credit-deposit ratio at a
62-year high of 82.6% in Q1

qgell faaATE & 4% #1 FiEe-RBuiee
(CD) 3r<TTe 62 a8t & Ieadd Tl
82.6% WX

e Indian banks’ credit deposit (CD) ratio
stood at a 62-year high of 82.6% in the first
quarter of fiscal 2027 as loans grew faster
than deposits, as per Centre for Monitoring
Indian Economy (CMIE) data.

HeT BR Alfere T Ef3geT g1t (CMIE) &
3Teh3T & IHTAR, AT doh1 1 Hfze-Buifore
(CD) 3requrer fae a¥ 2027 T wgelt AT 7 62
Ut & I T 82.6% T IET 1A Flfh
0T (Loans) T gefe STAT (Deposits) T Jefell

o “Over the last five years, banks had excess investments on their balance sheet, which
they had redeployed in loans.
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R oo

‘oo g aut & St Hir deiw efte o7 rferedy fAaer (Excess Investments) 2T, f5& 3-gist #or
(Loans) # YeTfaraifore & fem

e So, optically, the loan book was growing faster and the investment book growing slower.
S8 HROT, ST # AT g (Loan Book) 31fereh Aol & §¢ W1 Y, Siafeh geavedie g%
(Investment Book) 319g&Tiehel efielT a1fd & &g 1T |

e Therefore the CD ratio looked higher.
st Hf3e-fBuifae (CD) reqar i fewrs fea|

e Second, banks’ capital is at life-time high and this gets lent out,” said Piran Engineer,
senior research analyst at CLSA.

gEY T, det T gait (Capital) 3@ @@ & Wafed & (Life-time High) W& 3R s Hor & &9
HGAr @ §,” CLSA & Hifaay Ru venfeaee e seiifaaw = Farl

Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio Explained for a Layperson

The Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio measures how much of the money deposited in a bank has been
lent out as loans.

Simply put, it answers one question:

"Out of every 100 deposited in a bank, how many rupees has the bank given as
loans?*"

Example 1: Understanding the Concept
Suppose a bank receives deposits from customers.

o Total Deposits = 1,000 crore
The bank does not keep all this money locked in its vault.
Instead, it lends a large part of it to:

e Home buyers

e Farmers
o Businesses
e Students

e Car buyers
Suppose the bank lends:

o Total Loans = X800 crore
Then,
CD Ratio = (800 + 1000) x 100 = 80%

This means:

Page58
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Out of every X100 deposited, the bank has lent X80 as loans and retained the
remaining 320 (along with other regulatory reserves and liquid assets) for
liquidity and regulatory requirements.

Example 2: Two Banks

Bank A

e Deposits =310,000 crore
¢ Loans =139,000 crore

CD Ratio = 90%
This bank is lending aggressively.
Bank B

e Deposits =310,000 crore
e Loans =1%5,000 crore

CD Ratio = 50%

This bank is lending conservatively.

What does a High CD Ratio mean?
Suppose the CD Ratio is 95%.
This means the bank has lent 95 out of every X100 deposited.
Advantages
o More loans for industries, businesses, farmers, and households.
e Economic activity and investment increase.

« Bank earns more interest income.

Risks

If many customers suddenly come to withdraw their money, the bank may face a liquidity problem
because most of the money has already been lent.

What does a Low CD Ratio mean?
Suppose the CD Ratio is 40%.
This means:

e The bank is receiving deposits.

Page39
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Possible reasons:

growth.

e Butitislending only a small portion.

e Weak demand for loans.
e Banks are cautious due to economic uncertainty.
e Concern about rising bad loans (NPAsS).

A very low CD Ratio may indicate that money is lying idle instead of supporting economic

Indian rice export rates hit 10-month
high amid adverse weather concerns

Indian rice export prices
rose to a near 10-month
high this week, driven by
tight paddy supplies and
concerns over the new-sea-
son crop after patchy mon-
soon rainfall, with adverse
weather keeping traders
on edge in major Asian
hubs.

India’s 5% broken par-
boiled variety <RI-INBKN5-
P1> was quoted at $356-
$361 per tonne, up from
last week’s $352-$357.In-
dian 5% broken white rice
was priced at $355 to $360
per tonne.

“Paddy prices have ri-
sen as market supplies re-
main tight. Exporters are
raising their offers to re-

Exporters are raising their offers
to reflect higher procurement
costs, said a trader.

flect higher procurement
costs,” a Kolkata-based
trader said.

Thailand’s 5% broken
rice <RI-THBKNS5-P1> was
quoted at $450to $460 per
tonne, slightly higher from
$445-$450 last week.

“The price increase was
driven by domestic fac-

tors,” a Bangkok-based
trader said.

“Only regular customers
were making purchases,
with no large lots coming
in yet, while spot or occa-
sional buyers are purchas-
ing less,” the trader said,
adding that there were also
concerns about the up-
coming crop yields.

Another trader said that
demand has been quiet
while the supply situation
would be more clear next
month. In Bangladesh, rice
prices have risen over the
past week,especially for
fine varieties, amid con-
cerns over tightening sup-
plies after successive
weather-related shocks.

Traders cited higher
paddy prices and recent

flood damage,which affect-
ed crops across at least
28,610 hectares in 12 dis-
tricts, including paddy
fields and rice seed beds.

Earlier this year, heavy
pre-monsoon rains and up-
stream inflows damaged
the country’s summer rice
crop in the northeastern
wetlands, leaving it with an
estimated rice production
shortfall of more than
200,000 metric tons.

Meanwhile, in Vietnam,
5% broken rice <RI-
VNBKNS5-P1> was offered at
$430 on Thursday, down
from a range of $445-$450
last week. “Supplies are
building up from the ongo-
ing summer-autumn har-
vest,” a trader based in Ho
Chi Minh City said.

24J7. Indian rice export rates hit 10-month high amid adverse weather

concerns

yfage At waeh Rianit & @i s aaa @t a¥ 10 7@+ & 3w9a87 TR«

e Indian rice export prices rose to a near 10-month high this week, driven by tight paddy
supplies and concerns over the new-season crop after patchy monsoon rainfall, with
adverse weather keeping traders on edge in major Asian hubs.
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Y GCdlg ARAIT T1ael foraTd e oaretaT 1on-é’la’fa;3ﬁmwqu"§a?|§, TS genT SHROT
et Y @ffa amgfd, srfaafara Arerge avt & a1g 7§ wwa 1 oy R qur gfage staw &
RO AT TRIATE TR el 31 carariat i 9 g fiar W

India’s 5% broken parboiled variety <RI-INBKN5-P1> was quoted at $356-$361 per tonne,
up from last week’s $352-$357.

HIT T 5% Z&Y §§ 3T (Parboiled) HTarel fhe# <RI-INBKNS-P1> 3T $11d 356-361 STer wfel
& T, St Foer aedrg & 352-357 ste’ gfa e & 3ife am)|

Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $355 to $360 per tonne.

HITA & 5% Z& §U Ahe dTael bl 1T 355 & 360 Sfert el &1 T |

“Paddy prices have risen as market supplies remain tight.

"HTeT Y et 9 1 § FAfH AT A Y] AT 7l g5

Exporters are raising their offers to reflect higher procurement costs,” a Kolkata-based
trader said.

fAraTa® 39l Aereer Y AT FaT W@ & d1fe 3178 @fig aRrd (Procurement Costs) &Y

2RI T Th,” FIAPTAT & Teh SITIRY o HgT|

Thailand’s 5% broken rice <RI-THBKN5-P1> was quoted at $450 to $460 per tonne,
slightly higher from $445-$450 last week.

A F 5% L gU 91ael <RI-THBKNS5-P1> T #Td 450 ¥ 460 ST 9fa &= &7, St e
HCATE & 445-450 STerR Ufc o1 & 1S T8 27|

“The price increase was driven by domestic factors,” a Bangkok-based trader said.
‘a7 JEU T HRUT O FRF T@,” dF1 & Teh IR o T |

“Only regular customers were making purchases, with no large lots coming in yet, while
spot or occasional buyers are purchasing less,” the trader said, adding that there were also
concerns about the upcoming crop yields.

“Thao AT aEH & TR HT ) &, 3730 dh 93 31T 781 30 &, STafeh Tie AT Ff-FHR
@iea are @R 7 TR F @ 8,” STTIRY o Far 3R T8 of et for 3w vwer Y
Yemar F1 o o ”Riaw &1

Another trader said that demand has been quiet while the supply situation would be more
clear next month.

meuﬁﬁw%mﬁmmaww?%,mmﬁﬁmmmﬂﬁ
3778 TOSE BieT|

In Bangladesh, rice prices have risen over the past week, especially for fine varieties, amid
concerns over tightening supplies after successive weather-related shocks.

Sreaeer 3 ol Tedle & GRT araer 1 HrAd! # Jef2 §5 &, I saa fheat 61, F3ifs
SR Aaer et sredt & are 3mqfcd & 3R T& get Y 3merhr Bl

Traders cited higher paddy prices and recent flood damage, which affected crops across at
least 28,610 hectares in 12 districts, including paddy fields and rice seed beds.

amﬁﬁﬁmfraagéﬁﬂﬁaﬂ?maﬁrmﬁgcwmmm, oy 12 St &
HH-T-HH 28,610 mm#mqﬂﬁagﬁ‘,‘, T3 a1t & B 3R rer Fr T8 (Rice
Seed Beds) A &1

Earlier this year, heavy pre-monsoon rains and upstream inflows damaged the country’s
summer rice crop in the northeastern wetlands, leaving it with an estimated rice
production shortfall of more than 200,000 metric tons.

58 Y T BT 7 R P-ATGT 9T 3R S &= § 37T ST FaTg A 27 o Se-Galf 3 &t
# ArSHBTe T Y BT T FhEA TEATT, THEL TGl SedresT & 2,00,000 Hfgeh et &
3770 &1 3T Foll @ TS|

Meanwhile, in Vietnam, 5% broken rice <RIVNBKN5-P1> was offered at $430 on Thursday,
down from a range of $445-$450 last week.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page4 1



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

59 o, fageemeT # 5% g¢ T Frael <RIBBON 5-P1> il dRIH2T IEAR T 430 e 9fey eet
&, S TSel ACATg o 445-450 STeR et ToT o Tl & et T

e “Supplies are building up from the ongoing summer-autumn harvest,” a trader based in Ho
Chi Minh City said.
“Tol TET AISH-QREHTeleT BT (Summer-Autumn Harvest) & sRoT 3mqfef 5 W@ 8, gt =

Aeg A& & v IR A el

Is FCNR(B) a litmus test for diaspora deposits?

EXPLAINER

Santosh V. Perumal

Foreign currency non-resi-
dent (Bank) or FCNR (B)
deposits, which were intro-
duced in 1993, will prove to
be a litmus test for the
country’s ability to mobil-
ise long-term foreign cur-
rency resources from its
vast global diaspora.

At a time of geopolitical
fragmentation,  volatile
capital flows and uncertain
interest-rate cycles (as in-
flation risks persist) that
are redefining internation-
al finance, these instru-
ments have become a stra-
tegic macroeconomic
rupee stabilisation tool,
but at the risk of increasing
external liabilities.

The Reserve Bank of In-
dia (RBI) revived the FCNR
(B) concessional swap win-
dow, last used when Dr.
Raghuram Rajan was the
Governor, to strengthen fo-
reign exchange (forex) re-
serves, helping defend the
rupee, which has depre-
ciated 12% year-on-year
(July 22) vis-a-vis the U.S.
Greenback, reflecting the
elevated geopolitical risks,
stronger dollar, higher im-
port dependence and re-
cently negative foreign di-
rect investments (FDI).

Design features

The FCNR(B) deposits —
designed to pre-empt ex-
ternal vulnerabilities —
provide relatively stable,
medium-term foreign cur-
rency resources compared
to volatile foreign portfolio
investors, whose total
withdrawals from Indian
equities stood at ¥2.87 lakh
crore between January and
first week of June 2026,
surpassing the 1.66 lakh
crore pulled out in entire

5.

The RBI launched a spe-
cial FCNR(B) deposit fra-
mework for fresh deposits

S

mobilised until September
30, 2026, to attract foreign
currency inflows from
NRIs/PI0s/OICs, making it
one of the central pillars of
India’s external financing
strategy.

The new scheme, which
allows banks to offer high-
er interest rates by bearing
hedging costs, aims to at-
tract $50-70 billion. It
comes at a time when
FCNR(B) deposit inflows
have weakened sharply,
with net inflows dropping
tojust $946 million in FY26
from $7.1 billion in FY25, a
decline of nearly 86%.

Under the new arrange-
ment, the RBI is offering a
concessional foreign ex-
change swap facility to
banks for FCNR(B) depo-
sits with maturities ranging
from three to five years,
significantly reducing the
cost of hedging foreign cur-
rency exposure.

This implies around a
3% discount to prevailing
FX swap rates of 2.8% to
3.3% for the 3-5 year tenor.

For NRIs and other eligi-
ble investors looking to
park foreign currency de-
posits in India without tak-
ing rupee exchangerate
risk, the RBI measures
could translate into higher

In focus: One hundred dollar US currency p:

returns and more attrac-
tive deposit offerings.

Most large banks offer
around 6% and some
smaller/private banks offer
up to 7.1% under the RBI
swap window compared to
virtually risk-free, highly li-
quid U.S. Treasury carry-
ing 4-4.4%.

Normally, banks cannot
sustainably offer dollar de-
posit rates substantially
above U.S. Treasury yields
because of hedging costs.
The RBI’s swap window
has effectively removed
much of that cost, enabling
banks to offer higher re-
turns on U.S. dollar depo-
sits than U.S. government
securities yield. This tem-
porary interest-rate premi-
um explains the surge in
NRIinterest and the strong
inflows witnessed since the
scheme’s launch.

So far, going by the data,
the response from the In-
dian diaspora has been
phenomenal as total fo-
reign currency mobilisa-
tion reached $20.72 billion,
of which $17.4 billion (at
the time of writing) or 84%
came through FCNR(B) de-
posits alone; making it the
dominant source of in-
flows. under the scheme,
which represent a signifi-

WE 4217018 E

BAREES
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aper note with ¥500 Indian currency. GETTY IMAGES.

cant structural advantage.
Most of the inflows across
the industry are expected
to trickle in during the lat-
ter half of August and

September.
Quoting  economists,
Reuters on Wednesday (Ju-

ly 22, 2026) said the RBI
has likely used part of the
initial inflows from its fo-
reign-currency  deposit
drive to unwind a portion
of massive forex forward
book.

Deposits are maintained
in designated foreign cur-
rencies such as the U.S.
Dollar, Pound Sterling, Eu-
ro, Japanese Yen, Austra-
lian Dollar and Canadian
Dollar. Both principal and
interest remain denomi-
nated in foreign currency,
insulating depositors from
rupee depreciation.

Days of yore

Historically, India’s exter-
nal stress coincided with
underlying vulnerabilities,
including wide current ac-
count deficits, limited fo-
rex reserves, or con-
strained access to global
capital.

The country had seen
Resurgent India Bonds
(RIB) in 1998, India Millen-
nium Deposits (IMD) in

2000 and FCNR(B) depo-
sits in 2013, each of which
had a common mandate of
raising forex reserves but
were fundamentally diffe-
rent in character and
structure.

RIBs - issued by State
Bank of India (SBI) with so-
vereign/RBI  backing -
were a one-time emergen-
cy fundraising after India
conducted the Pokhran-II
nuclear tests, triggering
economic sanctions by the
US. and several Western
nations.

IMDs were a series of fo-
reign currency deposits in-
troduced in 2000 by SBI to
bolster India’s forex re-
serves and stabilise the ru-
pee in the wake of post-
Pokhran sanctions and
dotcom bust.

1n 2013, during the “tap-
er tantrum”, banks raised
about $34 billion from In-
dian diaspora to help sta-
bilise the currency through
the first edition of
FCNR(B).

Current phase

Unlike earlier stress epi-
sodes, the current phase is
unfolding against a back-
drop of significantly stron-
ger macroeconomic funda-
mentals and FCNR(B)
deposits are now being de-
ployed amid elevated glo-
bal uncertainty, volatile
capital flows, persistent ge-
opolitical conflicts and an
evolving global interest-
rate cycle.

With forex reserves of
more than $650 billion, no
balance-of-payments  cri-
sis, and investment-grade
macroeconomic  funda-
mentals, the RBI aims to
build additional buffers
against geopolitical uncer-
tainty and volatile capital
flows.

‘While the RBI’s swap fa-
cility has greatly boosted
FCNR(B) mobilisation, sus-
taining inflows — notably
from West Asia, which ac-
counts for nearly 50% of

India’s inward remittances
— will become increasingly
challenging if geopolitical
tensions persist, labour
market conditions weaken
and remittance growth
slows. Although India con-
tinues to receive the
world’s largest remittance
inflows (about $129 billion
in 2024, according to the
World Bank), growth from
Gulf countries has moder-
ated as governments pur-
sue labour nationalisation
policies, oil-price volatility
affects fiscal spending and
infrastructure  projects,
and hiring of expatriate
workers slows in certain
sectors.

With West Asia on a tur-
moil, banks, especially in
the Gulf countries are of-
fering competitive dollar
deposit rates, making it dif-
ficult for the Indian lenders
to compete.

Reuters had reported
that the UAE banks are
stepping up generous de-
posit offers as they face dig-
ital rivals and war risks.

There have been reports
that the RBI and the UAE
Central Bank have had par-
leys on reported concerns
of crowding out due to In-
dian banks” dollar
deposits.

Small and mid-sized
private  sector  banks,
which neither have over-
seas branches nor a GIFT
City presence, are now ex-
ploring tie-ups with large
Indian banks that have a
presence in GIFT City so
that their NRI customers
can get the benefit from
leverage FCNR(B) deposits.

Although FCNR(B) de-
posits eliminate exchange-
rate risk for depositors,
NRIs may still compare re-
turns with the U.S. treasu-
ry securities, global money
market funds, and dollar
bonds.

If global interest rates
stay elevated, the relative
attractiveness of FCNR(B)
deposits diminishes.

24J7.1s FCNR(B) a litmus test for diaspora deposits?
FIT FCNR(B) YaTH! TRATAY &Y 511 TRy & faw veh foreayw ere @2

e Foreign currency non-resident (Bank) or FCNR(B) deposits, which were introduced in
1993, will prove to be a litmus test for the country’s ability to mobilise long-term foreign
currency resources from its vast global diaspora.

faeeh e srfararedt (d) 3raar FCNR(B) 1T, foieg 1993 # & famam aram &, &2 1 39=
faremrer &R yardt aoperr & ddwtas fdelt Far wwTee S i e & fov v feww
e Ry g

e Atatime of geopolitical fragmentation, volatile capital flows and uncertain interest-rate
cycles (as inflation risks persist) that are redefining international finance, these
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instruments have become a strategic macroeconomic rupee stabilisation tool, but at the
risk of increasing external liabilities.

U FHY H ST ST (oreh fa@seT, 1T Gl warg T A e sarer-ax o (Fifeh
TR & R 7 g ) Saveredrr et gead e o & &, 3 Wi v wieifas
AT 3T T Reudiaor 3usTor a6 970 &, oftheT S8 A1y AT aTiat & age &
S o 337 53 |

e The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) revived the FCNR(B) concessional swap window, last
used when Dr. Raghuram Rajan was the Governor, to strengthen foreign exchange (forex)
reserves, helping defend the rupee, which has depreciated 12% year-on-year (July 22) vis-
a-vis the U.S. Greenback, reflecting the elevated geopolitical risks, stronger dollar, higher
import dependence and recently negative foreign direct investments (FDI).

R R 8% (RBI) & FCNR(B) Rearrelt w3 fz) 1 ga: o fomam, forarent 3ifcst I 3ot
s fenaT 1T T ST 3T, T AT e &, oifeh fadeft 71 sism (PRew Rerd) 1 Astgd fomar
ST Hah 3 T Y 8T T 517 Fh, S 22 FeAr$ o7k AN STer & Hhrarel a9-a3-a¥ 12%
HHSIR G §| T 9 GV STt fereh SR, AT STe, 31Tk AT fovsiar oo grel o
TAPRIcHS TcgaT [ageft fAder (FDI) Fr gifar g

Design features

fEetrseT fwan

e The FCNR(B) deposits — designed to pre-empt external vulnerabilities — provide
relatively stable, medium-term foreign currency resources compared to volatile foreign
portfolio investors, whose total withdrawals from Indian equities stood at ¥2.87 lakh crore
between January and first week of June 2026, surpassing the ¥1.66 lakh crore pulled out
in entire 2025.

FCNR(B) STAT — foieg aTedl FASMNGT & Tgal g fauca & 3652 § IR fhar ararg —
377EeR faeel rEwIferY farderst &1 gore # 3rdatepd [P Feas safer & et war same
39St T ¢ | STeradl & ST 2026 & Tg HocATE oh ST AT A F 3oTehT el AN 2.87
AT FAU3 TQT, S G 2025 F {e¥ehlel aTC T1.66 91 FU5 U 3118 &

e The RBI launched a special FCNR(B) deposit framework for fresh deposits mobilised until
September 30, 2026, to attract foreign currency inflows from NRIs/PIOs/OICs, making it
one of the central pillars of India’s external financing strategy.

RBI & 30 f¥daR, 2026 T S[eT$ ST aTell 7S STHI31 & foIT Ueh faIW FCNR(B) ST#T STeT &
&, arfeh NRI/PIO/OIC & fardeft F7aT ware 3ehficr foham ST @eh 3R & IR Y aTe farerayor
TorAIeY & @ TAet A & Teh ST S Heh |

e The new scheme, which allows banks to offer higher interest rates by bearing hedging
costs, aims to attract $50-70 billion.

oIS TYSTAT, SiY el T TS AT gt hieh FoaT SATST &Y et T IHeTATC ST &, T 3¢ 50-70
3R STe AT FAT 5|

e |t comes at atime when FCNR(B) deposit inflows have weakened sharply, with net inflows
dropping to just $946 million in FY26 from $7.1 billion in FY25, a decline of nearly 86%.

Ig U0 THI A 371S & ST FCNR(B) STAT W4T & oot [IRTae 3118 § 31 Qe wame FY25 % 7.1
IR STl J Tea FY26 & dhaot 946 FATITT STelT I8 AT E, AT ST9T879T 86% hr fIRTac &

e Under the new arrangement, the RBI is offering a concessional foreign exchange swap
facility to banks for FCNR(B) deposits with maturities ranging from three to five years,
significantly reducing the cost of hedging foreign currency exposure.

TS STaTAT & dgd RBI, el & 9T a¥ T gRueradr arelt FCNR(B) STAT & fow dbt st Rearard
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freel a7e T giem vere e T &, Toed fadelt ayer Sitf@er it TSt i oera 7 Seoiwey
AT 3T

e This implies around a 3% discount to prevailing FX swap rates of 2.8% to 3.3% for the 3-5
year tenor.

gHeT HY § o 3-5 ad Y 3rafer & fAw yafe 2.8% & 3.3% FX T &1 Y Jolell & ofa1sTar 3%
# g B
e For NRIs and other eligible investors looking to park foreign currency deposits in India

without taking rupee exchange-rate risk, the RBl measures could translate into higher
returns and more attractive deposit offerings.

AR A 59 $ fafasra e & & & form faeh syar s T@a =gt arer NRI 3R 3w ar
fAaerepT & ToT RBI & 39T 3778 Rest T 3118 3merves ST I« J gRafdd & @&d £

o Most large banks offer around 6% and some smaller/private banks offer up to 7.1% under
the RBI swap window compared to virtually risk-free, highly liquid U.S. Treasury carrying 4-
4.4%.

3TfRIehTer 99 e SaTTT 6% TUT Fo BI/fasht 3%, RBI T9 fafEY & g 7.1% ofeh T X Ter
Y Tg &, STeTeh oIaTsTaT STQH-FF IR cafereh el JAREY T T 4-4.4% Flher erdr €1

¢ Normally, banks cannot sustainably offer dollar deposit rates substantially above U.S.
Treasury yields because of hedging costs.

AT doh TSI AT & FROT AR St yfawa F FhT 318 stk FTAT &y TR T 8
T8l & Hehdl |

e The RBI's swap window has effectively removed much of that cost, enabling banks to offer
higher returns on U.S. dollar deposits than U.S. government securities yield.

RBI &Y 49 f4E & Wordl &9 ¥ 39 oIETd T 997 FEAT AT T fear &, oy d srafr
STert STAT 9X IARAY Feahrt gfevsgfarat &by Jorem & rfere Reat g ar @ €1

e This temporary interest-rate premium explains the surge in NRI interest and the strong
inflows witnessed since the scheme’s launch.

e 3T SATST-eX NATH T1STAT E &led o a1 NR| AT gl 3 F2UT At faeeh 7em yare
T AT AT B

e So far, going by the data, the response from the Indian diaspora has been phenomenal as
total foreign currency mobilisation reached $20.72 billion, of which $17.4 billion (at the
time of writing) or 84% came through FCNR(B) deposits alone; making it the dominant
source of inflows under the scheme, which represent a significant structural advantage.

379 cToh 3TCISY T3 o HTHR, HRAT Tardl FHETT T TTAThAT 37T AR TN & Fifh
el Faeel FaT S[eTa 20.72 3R ST ok TET I, FHAH A 17.4 3 Sle (el & Fe3)
37T 84% 3hdel FCNR(B) STAT & HIEIH § 31T, Ta8 Ig ANetal oh 3icatet fagelr Her varg &1
TG el § IAT & 3R Teh Hgea o1 TAeATCHD o187 FeTel el &

cant structural advantage.
HEaqOt ELAATCHS oot |

e Most of the inflows across the industry are expected to trickle in during the latter half of
August and September.

QR 3T 7 JrfRrenier feef 7eT ware (Inflows) & e 3R Ridaw & 3orred & ahret -y
3T 1 3G

e Quoting economists, Reuters on Wednesday (July 22, 2026) said the RBI has likely used
part of the initial inflows from its foreign-currency deposit drive to unwind a portion of
massive forex forward book.

a&enmﬁwmaﬁgc,r‘mﬁgw(zzsﬁé, 2026) I Fgl b RBI o FHad: 39t
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faréreft e St 3rfRrarer & gredt Qe3IC YaTE & Ueh R T 3ueT 3w faeTel REw BRaS
TF & U G081 A 3o & fow fhar gl

Deposits are maintained in designated foreign currencies such as the U.S. Dollar, Pound
Sterling, Euro, Japanese Yen, Australian Dollar and Canadian Dollar.

3 FarEE ster & T S §
Both principal and interest remain denominated in foreign currency, insulating depositors
from rupee depreciation.

Herea (Principal) 3R s3TS (Interest) gl el g1 7 € g &, fSea Stamehall 30 &
HIHEAA ¥ GIAId B 8

Days of yore

e ot

Historically, India’s external stress coincided with underlying vulnerabilities, including wide
current account deficits, limited forex reserves, or constrained access to global capital.

AT &9 @, R HT qMEF EA1T 3o AN RAT 6 ATY ST 6T &, ST 37 =Te] G =re,
WA fadeh #em sisR, 3r2rar ARTH Gl o MFAT I WA W &

The country had seen Resurgent India Bonds (RIB) in 1998, India Millennium Deposits
(IMD) in 2000 and FCNR(B) deposits in 2013, each of which had a common mandate of
raising forex reserves but were fundamentally different in character and structure.

g =¥ 1998 # Rerote 3f34T aieg@ (RIB), 2000 # 3f3am fAaifaws Buifsew 1IMD) 31k 2013 #
FCNR(B) SI#T W, ToTeteht HaTeT 3eged el HgT sisR srarem T, Aifehet Seteh ehfel 3iR Eerar

el &Y 370797 AT

RIBs — issued by State Bank of India (SBI) with sovereign/RBI backing — were a one-
time emergency fundraising after India conducted the Pokhran-Il nuclear tests, triggering
economic sanctions by the U.S. and several Western nations.

RIBs, [Sieg AR T 4% (SBI) o TRHR/RBI & FHAA & A1 IR FRAT 2T, AR ganrT
YREROT-1| GIATY] TETOT FohT STt o STe; Ueh SR T ITUThTellel €l S[eTa ol Aretar AT, forereh
HROT JARFT 3R F$ giRTer 2t 7 3 gfaser sremw|

IMDs were a series of foreign currency deposits introduced in 2000 by SBI to bolster
India’s forex reserves and stabilise the rupee in the wake of post-Pokhran sanctions and
dotcom bust.

IMDs @¥ 2000 # SBI @RT & I a1$ fagelt a1 ST ANSreA1sit 1 veh el o, foraehr seged
R & Fadelt FET 53R T AT Al 3R AERor & a1e t wiaayt aur stewie e & a1
¥ T TR =T 27|

In 2013, during the “taper tantrum”, banks raised about $34 billion from the Indian
diaspora to help stabilize the currency through the first edition of FCNR(B).

2013 7 "¢wR Egar & AN, Fohl o HRART TaTel WIETT @ 13997 34 3R SfeR STV clifeh
FCNR(B) o U el TERIUT oh ATEIH & HaT Y AT foham ST @eh |

Current phase

TAAT TIT

Unlike earlier stress episodes, the current phase is unfolding against a backdrop of
significantly stronger macroeconomic fundamentals and FCNR(B) deposits are now being
deployed amid elevated global uncertainty, volatile capital flows, persistent geopolitical
conflicts and an evolving global interest-rate cycle.

TEel o Hehel oh TAORIC, TcTHTeT TROT hel 3HTeeh Aol GATSE M amerera Rufazy
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oA H fashfad 81 161 § 3R FCNR(B) 1T 31 Sod 3w srfafaaan, 3t 3&ht vams,
TR $TeTA T Werst 31T Seeld 3fRash sarer-aX o & i 3UANT H oflC o7 @ &

With forex reserves of more than $650 billion, no balance-of-payments crisis, and
investment-grade macroeconomic fundamentals, the RBI aims to build additional buffers
against geopolitical uncertainty and volatile capital flows.

650 e STe A 3R o Fadel HeT SR, S[rdTa el Wehe I Iquiedia qar -
waAfSe anfdew ammera Rufaat & arr, RBI &1 3627 srremfas srfafRaaar sik sfeaw gait
yare & favey ATARFT FRaT Fad TR FEAT 6

While the RBI’s swap facility has greatly boosted FCNR(B) mobilisation, sustaining inflows
— notably from West Asia, which accounts for nearly 50% of India’s inward remittances —
will become increasingly challenging if geopolitical tensions persist, labour market
conditions weaken and remittance growth slows.

Teaf RBI Y ¥47 GRAUT o FCNR(B) % Area# & fadelt a7em Ferar &1 Hrdhr qermar ez §, e
8 FaRIY &9 & afRes TRIAT & 371 aTel JaTg, S TR & Fel 90T (Remittances) T eaTsTaT
50% &, I ST IGAT SHideT BT ST ATE ST Tereh eTTd STRT T8, 43 TSR AN I3 3R
Syt gefor el g1 s

Although India continues to receive the world’s largest remittance inflows (about $129
billion in 2024, according to the World Bank), growth from Gulf countries has moderated as
governments pursue labour nationalisation policies, oil-price volatility affects fiscal
spending and infrastructure projects, and hiring of expatriate workers slows in certain
sectors.

e R 319 8 T T Ha& T3T A9OT Fallg TTed el ¢ ( Fored 9 o 38R 2024 #
ST 129 IR 3TeR), Afehot TIEY ¥ A 3R gefer il gY 918 § Fiifer T o7 T gaor
1 M 3r9a1 @Y €, et Freral i AT TorT s 3R gferame grar aR@rsEst
Fonfar T T & T Fo a1t o vt sifdet v avelf e @y s ¥

With West Asia in turmoil, banks, especially in the Gulf countries, are offering competitive
dollar deposit rates, making it difficult for the Indian lenders to compete.

giREe Tl 3 3ue-gue & i, AT &9 & @ dait & dF gfaeaei st s at s w i
Y AR A& & v gfaeayT e s 8l T |

Reuters had reported that the UAE banks are stepping up generous deposit offers as they
face digital rivals and war risks.

WaeH & I o WY IRa 3HRIT (UAE) & o B sfaeafial 3k geu e snf@st
T FHAT I §U HhYh AT AISTATE 9N H TE &

There have been reports that the RBI and the UAE Central Bank have had parleys on
reported concerns of crowding out due to Indian banks’ dollar deposits.

vt Raié § fF RBI 3R UAE ded d& & g IR slont T sTeR STAT ASI=A131T & ot
Gefa Hr3fEar 3mse i RT3 o ST £ &

Small and mid-sized private sector banks, which neither have overseas branches nor a
GIFT City presence, are now exploring tie-ups with large Indian banks that have a presence

in GIFT City so that their NRI customers can get the benefit from leverage FCNR(B)
deposits.

oI 3R 7eTH IHR F Al &iF F dF, S ar faget & eman & 3T & GIFT City &
39U §, 319 3 93 HRAT dY & AT TSGR HT THIGATT TRT I & ToteTehl GIFT City 7
39fEAfa &, a1 3% NRI ATgeh FCNR(B) STHT ST 18T 36T Toh |

Although FCNR(B) deposits eliminate exchange-rate risk for depositors, NRIs may still
compare returns with the U.S. Treasury securities, global money market funds, and dollar
bonds.

eI FCNR(B) STHT AT & fow Rfesa ax sif@s & g@ed s e g, R sl NRI
37t et T oretr IR Eordt wiesiforat, &Raw w7l wrdhe vt 3ii o afest & ¢ @t £
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o Ifglobal interest rates stay elevated, the relative attractiveness of FCNR(B) deposits

diminishes.

I dfaer sarer &¥ S 9=l Bl &, Y FCNR(B) STHAT &1 Jolellcash 30T & g1 STl g
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Are smartphones becoming smarter with the rise of on-device Al?

FIT JTT-FB3aAT8H WIS & qod 3TANT § FTHEHIT HoF JefaramT oo @ 872

Are smartphones becoming smarter with
the rise of on-device AI?

On-device Al processes machine learning algorithms and generative Al models directly on a smartphone’s local hardware; while physical constraints

prevent it from matching the scale of cloud-based large language models, the industry is converging on a hybrid application model

Haider Ali Khan

he transition of Artificial
Intelligence (Al) from the cloud
to the local device, often called
on-device Al, is arguably the
" most significant shift in the smartphone
industry since the inception of the app
ecosystem. For over a decade, consumer
Al has been synonymous with the cloud:
when you asked a question to an
assistant, your data travelled across the
globe to a massive data centre, was
processed, and then sent back to your
device. Now, users are witnessing a
seismic shift. Intelligence is moving from
remote servers to the silicon residing in
their handheld devices.

What is on-device AI?
On-device Al refers to the processing of
machine learning algorithms and
generative Al models directly on the
smartphone’s local hardware. Instead of
relying on a constant connection to a
remote server, the device performs the
computation using dedicated silicon,
primarily Neural Processing Units (NPUs).
In 2026, this is no longer a fringe
feature; it is becoming the foundation of
how premium smartphones function.
Whether it is real-time language
translation, advanced computational
photography, or proactive system
optimisation, on-device Al handles these
tasks locally. The implications for the user
experience are profound with faster
response times, privacy and crucially, the

ability to function without an internet
connection.

How has the hardware changed?

The shift to on-device Al has been fuelled
by rapid advances in specialised
hardware, particularly the NPU. Unlike
general-purpose CPUs or graphics-heavy
GPUs, NPUs are purpose-built to handle
the mathematical heavy lifting required
by neural networks.

In recent years, breakthroughs in
semiconductor technology have allowed
for the integration of these powerful chips
into mainstream consumer hardware. As
a result, generative Al features that were
previously thought to be impassible to
run on a mobile phone such as live
voice-to-voice translation or generative
photo editing, are now running natively.

This has made the smartphone an
intelligent, proactive companion as the
device is now capable of system-wide
integration, where the Al can understand
the user’s workflow, analyse intent and
act on their behalf across different
applications.

What is the most important benefit
from on-device AI?

Perhaps the greatest advances of
on-device Al are the easing of tension
between personalisation and privacy. To
provide a customised experience, Al
needs massive amounts of personal data,
including financial and health metrics,
calendar schedules and behavioural
patterns.

Under a cloud-only model, users are
understandably hesitant to share their
most intimate details that will be
processed on remote servers. On-device
Al solves this by turning the smartphone
into a black box of personal intelligence.
Because data never leaves the hardware,
user confidence grows. The device learns
from the user locally, creating a bespoke
experience that improves with every
interaction, without ever compromising
the individual’s digital footprint. This is
the holy grail of user experience: having a
phone that understands you intimately
while keeping that understanding entirely
to yourself.

What are some of the challenges in
adopting on-device AI?

Despite the rapid infusion of powerful
hardware, a significant gap remains
between a device’s capabilities and a
user’s adoption. Industry analysts suggest
that while flagship smartphones offer an
impressive suite of tools like proactive
writing assistance, intelligent
summarisation and real-time call
translation, these features have yet to
trigger a super-cycle of upgrades.

For most consumers, current Al
features are perceived as nice-to-have
enhancements rather than essential
utilities. This reveals a critical challenge
for manufacturers as they must move
beyond marketing standalone Al features
and integrate the technology so deeply
into the system’s workflow that the

smartphone becomes truly indispensable.

Furthermore, there is a technical
limitation. While on-device Al is
incredibly efficient, it has physical
constraints. It cannot yet match the sheer
scale and raw power of cloud-based large
language models. The industry is
therefore converging on a hybrid
application model. In this ecosystem, the
heavy lifting, such as processing massive,
multi-modal datasets, remains in the
cloud, while sensitive and time-critical
tasks migrate to the edge.

What is the future of on-device AI?
The smartphone industry is undergoing
an identity shift. The focus has shifted
from physical specifications, like the
thinness of a bezel or the pixel count of a
camera, to the sophistication of the Al
models powering the device.

The game is now in smartphones that
are powered by Al with deep,
system-wide integration, that allows
agents to navigate multiple applications,
understand context and achieve goals on
behalf of the user. As hardware becomes
increasingly homogenised across brands,
the soul of the smartphone will be
defined by its intelligence.

The bridge to that future is on-device
Al transforming a generic piece of glass
and silicon into a truly personal, private,
and proactive companion. The challenge
for the coming year will be to see if these
devices can move from being impressive
technical demonstrators to essential
assistants that the average user relies on
every single day.

24J7. Are smartphones becoming smarter with the rise of on-device Al?

FIT JTT-FBaATEH WIS & qod 3TANT § FTHEHIT H{OF JeforamT o= @ 872

e The transition of Artificial Intelligence (Al) from the cloud to the local device, often called
on-device Al, is arguably the most significant shift in the smartphone industry since the
inception of the app ecosystem.

FAI33 A TUTNY f3a1sH deh Fia Feftrermr (Al) &1 Tu=ieRor, 5@ g sita-fagy vang
HET ST &, X SPIATEH T 37Tl o Te; ¥ TACHI 3EFNT & HoTaeT: Hodl 751 TRaclaT g
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For over a decade, consumer Al has been synonymous with the cloud.

Teh &2 O 37T THT deh STHNFAT TIHTE T 37 3131 Fel138 TR Jar3i I & ST SATar

w@IE|

When you asked a question to an assistant, your data travelled across the globe to a massive
data centre, was processed, and then sent back to your device.

ST 319 R T3S e § 9l qod &, AT 3m9eRt SeT faeasy 7 fFud fne faener ser dex
quamm,aﬁmmwmmwmqﬁmm%mwwmmml

Now, users are witnessing a seismic shift.
S 3YTNTHAT Teh HITARRT TRAA o TI&T §1 & o

Intelligence is moving from remote servers to the silicon residing in their handheld devices.

g@wmmuﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁ%wﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁaﬁww@@%l

What is on-device Al?

JTeT-FEarsy wans Far 82

On-device Al refers to the processing of machine learning algorithms and generative Al
models directly on the smartphone’s local hardware.

3iTer-fEarsw wanms & 3mery Al afeter vemRew quT FeRfed was Afse &1 H1Y TACH &
T TSI I JHERIOT =T ¢ |

Instead of relying on a constant connection to a remote server, the device performs the
computation using dedicated silicon, primarily Neural Processing Units (NPUSs).

Y T A TR 3 ot & o1, fRarsd gt Rfaesia e, faay &0 & sz rafder
IfAEH (NPUs), T 39T & FaL A0TATE el & |

In 2026, this is no longer a fringe feature; it is becoming the foundation of how premium
smartphones function.

2026 # g 379 dig WA I7 faAW Flaen =7€i g 1S &, fesh NATH TAEHIA! & Hrd A T
TR T ST BT &

Whether it is real-time language translation, advanced computational photography, or
proactive system optimisation, on-device Al handles these tasks locally.

AT RAT-2T5H 19T I7ATE &Y, 3ol HFCGEAUT BICHITHY 81 IT sk RAEeaH Ireqsoret, 3Hta-
fEargw vag o7 el Rl T TURAT TR IR Heaf AT &

The implications for the user experience are profound with faster response times, privacy and,
crucially, the ability to function without an internet connection.

SEY SUTIThcIl T8 H TG GUR BT &, FiTeh TTAThAT HAF I 81Tl &, MYARIAT S5l
Tl ¢ X T Agcayot 91d 75 § & fSarsw geveie Fawen & foa off #f ax g ¢

How has the hardware changed?

TS H e TR aRacie g3 87

The shift to on-device Al has been fuelled by rapid advances in specialised hardware,
particularly the NPU.

3ifer-Famsd v & 3R Ig IRade faAfied grsaay, fadve werdiy, & g werfer & &Ror
Hd g3 &

9
Unlike general-purpose CPUs or graphics-heavy GPUs, NPUs are purpose-built to handle
the mathematical heavy lifting required by neural networks.

AT JATSTeT dlel WA (CPU) 3127aT INfthard-TeiTeT SR (GPU) & famid, w4y (NPU)
AT &9 § wgTeT Acah SR AT STl MUTAT3N Y FeHeled & ToIT fAh AT fhw are 8
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In recent years, breakthroughs in semiconductor technology have allowed for the
integration of these powerful chips into mainstream consumer hardware.

g1l & T 1 areieersh Hefrehr (Fafidhseret eerateish) 7 g5 F1fal o gof Afearimel frew &
AT 3THIFAT TSAA H Tehlhd el HH Fo11 T &1

As a result, generative Al features that were previously thought to be impossible to run on a
mobile phone, such as live voice-to-voice translation or generative photo editing, are now
running natively.

S8 URUIAETRY, Sarfed UaTs &1 3 Graumw fSeg qgol AlTger Hiel TR Hellell T Hell
ST T, SIY W8T AIsH-g-a1gq He[dTe 1dT FeRfed HieY Huree, 3d @Y fBargd X garfod
RS

This has made the smartphone an intelligent, proactive companion as the device is how

capable of system-wide integration, where the Al can understand the user’s workflow,
analyse intent and act on their behalf across different applications.

ST THATEI I Teh §e[SHATT 3R Aishd Herieh =11 12T &, F3iifeh 319 Ig Rwea-eardt
THIHIOT H T&TH §, STl TS STANIThAT & HII-TdTg T THST FoheT &, ST FHAT T fageryor
T Tl & 3 fafeet regoriiat 37 3wehr 3R & i o a2 W B

What is the most important benefit from on-device Al?

3HTeT-f3aT8w WIS T qad FAgeaqot ey F47 872

Perhaps the greatest advance of on-device Al is the easing of tension between
personalisation and privacy.

HHad: HTA-FBaE TS A Ta 97 3T ATFTHIT (THAABARNA) 3R Mgahzar
(gAY o ST HJoleT T AT &

To provide a customised experience, Al needs massive amounts of personal data, including
financial and health metrics, calendar schedules and behavioural patterns.

Teh 3TeTohiolcl 3TT81d TeTol el o foIT WIHTE oY ST HTAT 3 cFTFcAaTeT ST hl JTaeTehel glail &,
STet e va Frareey datl Aer), Fost FRIFH JUT gagr datl Y enfaer gia &1

Under a cloud-only model, users are understandably hesitant to share their most intimate
details that will be processed on remote servers.

FIT FABSS-ATUTRT AST H 3TAThal TATHIGS T F 3790 37T Ao STThRY T1ST it &
Tl Y &, FAI T SHAT THEHIOT I FART T BIeAT ¢

On-device Al solves this by turning the smartphone into a black box of personal intelligence.

HTT-f3ATEH TIHTE THICHIST T cTTFAINT G 8T & Ueh FRI&IT st At 3 IRafcicl ieh 5H
FATIT T GHATITA AT g |

Because data never leaves the hardware, user confidence grows.

Hfer Se7 el 3 F3aTsq & gTSAAR A S1ET AT ST, SATAT STATTRATHT T A2 FTeaT B |

The device learns from the user locally, creating a bespoke experience that improves with
every interaction, without ever compromising the individual’'s digital footprint.

T3aTgd AT TAX TR ITAIThAT & WG § 3R Tcdeh ITANT & TTY Teh THT SATFAINCT Hefs7d
TR TaT T § ST X SEe 81T ST €, STafeh caierdt o1 f3fSreer vt (RfSrea wefie) gt
e Fard & 8l

This is the holy grail of user experience: having a phone that understands you intimately while
keeping that understanding entirely to yourself.

TEN ASS ITGITehcll 37 T TG §— AT THICHI ST 3T ITETS & TASH, fohoe] 37 THST
T O TE JTIhT Forsf AT o it GeieraT 1|
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What are some of the challenges in adopting on-device Al?

Saw-amenfa F i geftwmr #1 sqams & se gatfaat Fr e

Despite the rapid infusion of powerful hardware, a significant gap remains between a
device’s capabilities and a user’s adoption.

ATFRATEN AT o AT FATAL o STAsfe, TRl STRIOT T STACTHT IR STATRATHT EaRT
36k IRECITAeh ST & ey el oY Ueh FgeayoT AR AT §3 &

Industry analysts suggest that while flagship smartphones offer an impressive suite of
tools like proactive writing assistance, intelligent summarisation and real-time call
translation, these features have yet to trigger a super-cycle of upgrades.

3T FALATHT T AT & T TSI T FAANAT TATEHIT HhaT AWT AT, T [eHT AR-
T, TUT ATA-CTSH FHiel ITaTG oI FHTATeN STAIUT TSIl el &, Tohe o I Fraenw 378l ok
Sq9F 3=A94 g% (Super-cycle of Upgrades) WﬂWﬁWHﬁg‘é%‘l

For most consumers, current Al features are perceived as nice-to-have enhancements
rather than essential utilities.

yﬁwrmﬁ$ﬁvmﬂumgﬁmﬁmawmﬁmﬁ$mmm
giaumst & §7 7 <&@ STl B
This reveals a critical challenge for manufacturers as they must move beyond marketing

standalone Al features and integrate the technology so deeply into the system’s workflow
that the smartphone becomes truly indispensable.

Ig fAATanat & dae e Fgcaqol Jofldl T I & o  Shael 3rereT-37ereT UaMTs Fraemait 1
TR e deh WA o1 T§, Sfeh 58 Tehelih I UM & HIAYATE & Scell IS & THIpe HY
for TACHIA areda # 3qRer =1 JTv|

Furthermore, there is a technical limitation.

g8 faReFd, U awmaiehr W o Al 31

While on-device Al is incredibly efficient, it has physical constraints.

TJeaTy FEarsw-menia vans id H 5, T o swehT o sitfares daamd 8

It cannot yet match the sheer scale and raw power of cloud-based large language models.
g 3780 F3S- 3RS 92 ST ATSAl (Large Language Models) & faemer &1aar 31
JHERIOT M T ST Tel hY HehT|

The industry is therefore converging on a hybrid application model.

T FHROT 3T 39 g5 TS 3rTorer Atser 1 3N 33 &Y &7 ¢

In this ecosystem, the heavy lifting, such as processing massive, multi-modal datasets,
remains in the cloud, while sensitive and time-critical tasks migrate to the edge.

59 cgaTT # faeme qg-ATeTH Ser-gFeaal (Multi-modal Datasets) &7 JHEHIOT S A&t
F FA133 H &1 U ST &, ST HAGeIRiTel Ud HI-TAGT Y TS (Edge) TR TAHATARA [T
Ik

What is the future of on-device Al?

fEamsa-ameRa 3w gefterar w1 sy w=m ¢

The smartphone industry is undergoing an identity shift.
THATEHIE 3T Ueh TgaTardrd IRade & ek & IR W@ 8

The focus has shifted from physical specifications, like the thinness of a bezel or the pixel
count of a camera, to the sophistication of the Al models powering the device.

319 €T ATl Y IAaTIeT AT o & NFAT S 71 RAAvanit & g 3uaor & garfard
T dTel THTE ATgell T SooAd &THAT W higd & AT &
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The game is now in smartphones that are powered by Al with deep, system-wide
integration, that allows agents to navigate multiple applications, understand context and
achieve goals on behalf of the user.

3T GTAETT 37 THAICHIAT 7 & ST ITgeT TUTTelT-eAqTdY ThIHoT (System-wide Integration) aTer
TS § Heferd 81t 8, Forad vaie 311k J1eToraalt o el 1 ol Hehdl ©, TS 1 HHST Hohel &
AT IYATITRAT T 3T & T G T Hebcl & |

As hardware becomes increasingly homogenised across brands, the soul of the smartphone
will be defined by its intelligence.

S-S Taffieet sl & grEaa’ 3178 WAAET (Homogenised) 81d ST &, d0-3& TATEHIA
T arEcIfdes TgHTe 3T geftrae & fAeiRa g

The bridge to that future is on-device Al, transforming a generic piece of glass and silicon
into a truly personal, private, and proactive companion.

3 TS T TEae 1 AT Rargw-muia s ¥, St Hia 3R Rfoewa & v qme
3UHIOT FI AEAT H SATFaTd, foisil aor afsha weraes # aRafda R wET gl

The challenge for the coming year will be to see if these devices can move from being
impressive technical demonstrators to essential assistants that the average user relies on
every single day.

37T ATl Y T T TS eIt TE I 7o FAT I STRIUT sheel FHTTRTeN Aehatteh! FeRleT cfeh
AT @ & Torg W HAa G 1 9109), oI I A 3UA9TehdT didfesT R &

Th|
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24J7 | Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb

RATEa F FE) S Twcasa sitwehia qle fraga af A as wwa
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Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb

Vikas Vasudeva
CHANDIGARH

In the higher reaches of the
Himalayas, an agricultural
initiative is helping bring
one of the region’s most
prized medicinal plants
back from the brink of ex-
tinction. Decades of des-
tructive wild harvesting
pushed Picrorhiza kurroa,
known locally as Kutki, a
herb used in medicinal for-
mulations, onto the Inter-
national Union for Conser-
vation of Nature (IUCN)
Red List. Now, a sustaina-
ble cultivation model
adopted by farmers in Hi-
machal Pradesh’s Mandi
district is showing promis-
ing signs of conserving the
species while boosting the
rural mountain economy.
For years, harvesting
Kutki, the high-value medi-
cinal herb native to the al-
pine and sub-alpine re-
gions (2,700-4,500 metres)

of the Himalayas, meant
uprooting the plant entire-
ly. Researchers at the Hi-
malayan Research Group
(HRG), a Department of
Science and Technology
Core Support Group under
the Programme of Science
for Equity Empowerment
and Development (SEED)
Division, spent more than a
decade developing and de-
monstrating an alternative
method. Farmers now har-
vest only the plant’s side
“stolons”, leaving the
mother plant intact to con-
tinue producing for years,

making the practice
sustainable.
From wild to fields

What started as a research
project under the Depart-
ment of Biotechnology’s
Himalayan  Bioresource
Mission in 2022 has grown
into the largest private-land
cultivation cluster of this
endangered species, now

Farmers busy in a ‘Kutki’ fleld in Mandi district. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

spanning nearly 180 farm-
ers across Mandi district.
“Our initiative is aimed
at promoting sustainable
cultivation of this high-va-
lue medicinal plant. This
species was collected from
the natural habitat in a des-
tructive way of uprooting
the plant. There was myth
that still exists that the root
of this plant is a drug and is
sold in the market. But
technically, it is a side

branch which creeps on
the soil and possesses
nodes and is a type of stem
and technically called a
‘stolon’. Roots are fibrous
and possess no medicinal
contents and after drying,
only these stolons are col-
lected for marketing. HRG
worked extensively to de-
velop sustainable harvest-
ing techniques and has de-
monstrated successfully in
the field that Kutki planta-

tion can be a perennial
plantation for life,” said Lal
Singh, Director, HRG,
based in Shimla.

Kutki is currently cate-
gorised as an Endangered
species on the IUCN Red
List, with several regional
conservation assessments
identifying it among the
most threatened medicinal
plants in the Himalayan re-
gion. Recognising the
threat posed by interna-
tional trade, it was includ-
ed in Appendix II of the
Convention on Internation-
al Trade in Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and
Flora (CITES).

This listing permits in-
ternational trade only un-
der regulated conditions
and requires export per-
mits to ensure that trade
does not adversely affect
wild populations.

For 70-year-old Narad
Ram, a horticulturist from
Manjha village in Mandi

district, scientific cultiva-
tion has become a wel-
come source of additional
income.

‘Beneficial method’

“I started planting Kutki in
my farmland about 4-5
years ago. Before that, I
used to collect it from the
wild for self consumption.
It is disappearing from the
forests due to multiple rea-
sons. Now I grow and har-
vest it in my field scientifi-
cally. Earlier, I used to
pluck the whole plant, but
now I harvest it with the
‘stolon” method. They
grow further from there,
they keep expanding for-
ward and roots sprout from
them. This method is be-
neficial. I have been selling
it through HRG and earning
around ¥15,000-%16,000
annually by producing
about 5-6 kilograms of
dried herb,” Mr. Ram told
The Hindu.

24J7. Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb

AT & fFaE o Hheaed sitwely gier iy gdq @ & 7€ g

e In the higher reaches of the Himalayas, an agricultural initiative is helping bring one of the
region’s most prized medicinal plants back from the brink of extinction.

AT & 321 8131 & U TV Igl 39 419 o G HeudleT JHiwel it 7 § veh &l [Aqfea &
FIR § aT9F ofleT 3 HGrIar T WY &

o Decades of destructive wild harvesting pushed Picrorhiza kurroa, known locally as Kutki, a
herb used in medicinal formulations, onto the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) Red List.

TR cfeh hT TS TAATRIRIT STaTell #heTs & ROT JNTET TRt & Jerd RwRIgT FA3T
(Picrorhiza kurroa), fSI& TUTT §T & FEHY el ST &, TPHid TIETOT & fT sraiedrr vy
(IUCN) &Y ¥z faree # enfae &1 15|

¢ Now, a sustainable cultivation model adopted by farmers in Himachal Pradesh’s Mandi
district is showing promising signs of conserving the species while boosting the rural
mountain economy.

39 ReATae yger & A fora & fFaTe! GaRT YA 3737 U Had @l AlSd 38 TSATd o FXET0T

& GTI-FTY GIIRT ATHIOT 3TTTEUT Y Y TRAFT FelTet & 3RSl Tohd & T &

e For years, harvesting Kutki, the high-value medicinal herb native to the alpine and sub-alpine

regions (2,700-4,500 metres) of the Himalayas, meant uprooting the plant entirely.

gyt d& fRATET & 2,700-4,500 HeT 33 3euTss 3R 39-37eUrs &1 H TS STl dTell 39-

Heg 1 3TN STE-GET Freaht 1 s T 31 R Gl &I 573 Ffed 3@r3 &1 T

e Researchers at the Himalayan Research Group (HRG), a Department of Science and
Technology Core Support Group under the Programme of Science for Equity
Empowerment and Development (SEED) Division, spent more than a decade developing
and demonstrating an alternative method.

ot va slgaifareht f@smmer & Wt 3w W5H BR $fFd), warEwEe s 3qaqde (SEED)

WHTT o 3Tl I faarerast RE< 9 (HRG) & Mershcliait of Tk dehfous fafey fasnflid e

3R 3HFT T T T F Teh 627 & 31780 FHT o]
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o Farmers now harvest only the plant’s side “stolons”, leaving the mother plant intact to
continue producing for years, making the practice sustainable.

319 foraret T i haer ared @13, fSeg “Ferate (stolon)” T SATAT &, T HeTs Fd & 3T
Hor i 1 gufard o5 o 8, forad ag avf de 3curest odm tear § 3R 78 geufa aad o
ST &

From wild to fields
ok RCGIGED

o What started as a research project under the Department of Biotechnology’s Himalayan
Bioresource Mission in 2022 has grown into the largest private-land cultivation cluster of this
endangered species, now spanning nearly 180 farmers across Mandi district.

S gl 2022 3 St Sig A s & Reareraer aRERT e & 3ideTa v e afRaser
FETH %Jm'g'éafr, TE 3T TH Heheaed TSI i fooll ${ff ) Tad o3 Well Jofg H deel 915 8,
oraet #dY forer o remater 180 fhameT eanfiver €

e “Ourinitiative is aimed at promoting sustainable cultivation of this high-value medicinal plant.”
‘AN Tgel Tl 3642 58 ITU-Hed 1 Hweliay aereafcy 1 el el i dgrar e g1’

e “This species was collected from the natural habitat in a destructive way of uprooting the
plant.”

“H FSITTcY I HTepfcteh TR & G GIEr hY SWSHT TAARIRRY cRieh & Teh foham ST AT1”

o “There was a myth that still exists that the root of this plant is a drug and is sold in the
market.”

“317at ot I e yafad § & sg 9l frois & el g 3tk 3d fraer & Shraar g

e “Buttechnically, it is a side branch which creeps on the soil and possesses nodes and is a
type of stem and technically called a ‘stolon’.”

“Tebeme] cToheAIehl & & JIWENer $7T9T ey e QI Gt ¥, Sit 373 O thoreh &, Fovenad a1id ()
gIc 8, TE Ao T Uk TR & 3R SH Tehofiehl ST 3 “Faler” gl ST g 17

¢ “Roots are fibrous and possess no medicinal contents and after drying, only these stolons
are collected for marketing.”

“SHAT 315 LASR el § 3R 3797 1S 3Nweliar a707 767 B1iT| FUed o a1e; shaol TEXATT 1 FAIUTT
& foT vy frT s &1

o “HRG worked extensively to develop sustainable harvesting techniques and has
demonstrated successfully in the field that Kutki plantation can be a perennial plantation for
life,” said Lal Singh, Director, HRG, based in Shimla.

Rerel UG HRG & A2 dTer AT & F8T, “HRG o TAd hels Y daheiien] I AF AT FI &
fore camgen i fehar & 3R FherdTIds I8 FafRid fehar & foh Feeht o7 TTTeT 3Tolla+t agadia

(Perennial) & & §=1TT IWT ST ThaT g 1”

e Kutki is currently categorised as an Endangered species on the IUCN Red List, with several
regional conservation assessments identifying it among the most threatened medicinal plants
in the Himalayan region.

FAIHAT & Feh! 1 IUCN I3 e & Waheared (Endangered) TSl o &9 & gafiehet feoham aram
&, 31X 35 & TRETOT 3ehelall & 58 AT 817 Y G 31T eheared 3itwefir
FATATIT H A [haT AT B

e Recognising the threat posed by international trade, it was included in Appendix Il of the
%)IQ\I/EeSr;tion on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
ARSI SR T 3cTe+] Wkl gdd @s@maﬁaﬁaﬂmﬁmmﬁ?
AW AR 9T JATHRTHT (CITES) & aRfASE-11 (Appendix 1) 7 enfder fomar arm|
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This listing permits international trade only under regulated conditions and requires export
permits to ensure that trade does not adversely affect wild populations.

58 FEATHIUT & IHTHR HAWSET AR Shaol aferafiid aRfeuforat 7 € sreged & aur =i
FTATCH-UT AT &, ATl AR | Tl TG T HTdgel T71d o I3

For 70-year-old Narad Ram, a horticulturist from Manjha village in Mandi district, scientific
cultivation has become a welcome source of additional income.

H3Y forer & A=A 11T & 70 T aETaTE AT ARE TH & T Jfares @) 3rfaled 3ma &1
U Hged ol FId 5T ST

‘Beneficial method’
eI fafer

“| started planting Kutki in my farmland about 4-5 years ago.”

oY TSN 4-5 T TEeY 310t Ul 3 ey 1 Gelr 9 7 2P

“Before that, | used to collect it from the wild for self-consumption.”

“IHA gl H S 3791 ITINT & ToIT STaTel & Teha Xl AT|”

“It is disappearing from the forests due to multiple reasons.”

“Ig A HRUI § FTeil § -4 FATCT gt ST @ 81

“Now | grow and harvest it in my field scientifically.”

‘e H 39 T H STPT dATAP b F 3cUTeeT 3R FelS Il g

“Earlier, | used to pluck the whole plant, but now | harvest it with the ‘stolon’ method.”
“agel 7 QU U T 3WTS AT AT, Aot 379 # FEXeller AR & gaehr hers Far gl

“They grow further from there, they keep expanding forward and roots sprout from them.”
“SHe J1G A TET U 39 TG ol 8, theld T6d & 3N 398 78 33 TAehel 3T R 1

“This method is beneficial.”

‘g fafer 3rcda emereTes g1

“I have been selling it through HRG and earning around ¥15,000-%16,000 annually by
producing about 5-6 kilograms of dried herb,” Mr. Ram told The Hindu.

A A & f6qH T, ‘A HRG & ATETH T gaehT ToshT hT TgT § HIX olorerar 5-6 fohatammar g
SIS T 3cUTEe X FiATY ST T15,000-%16,000 T TRt T 31FSTeT X BT 1"
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Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s future?
FIT SeTUR RT & HiTsT & AT g9 9871 G 82
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Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s future?

|Il|‘.\{|“

PEOPL}

PARLEY

orruption has shaped elections,

toppled governments, and sparked

some of the biggest public protests in

independent India. With digitalisation
and the Right to Information (RTD Act, citizens
were promised greater transparency. Yet has
India actually become less corrupt?

This question has become pertinent as
thousands of students hold protests seeking
accountability after the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) paper was leaked earlier
this year. Their campaign has revived memories
of the India Against Corruption movement that
galvanised the country more than a decade ago.

Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s
future? Shailesh Gandhi and Anjali Bhardwaj
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Nivedita Varadarajan.

For many, corruption is paying a bribe to get
a service delivered. Has digitalisation helped
reduce such petty corruption?

Anjali Bhardwaj: Corruption in India goes from
the highest to the very lowest offices in the
«country and people find it difficult to access
even their basic rights and entitlements.
Unfortunately, digitalisation is being pushed as a
magic wand, as if it would make everything
alright. But experience on the ground shows
that digitalisation by itself is not going to prevent
corruption. If you just go into any government
office today, it's an open secret that there will be
somebody who will expect to be bribed.

In fact, with digitalisation, another layer has
been added for the poor and the marginalised
‘who find it very difficult to access services
because they are often unlettered and do not
have access to the Internet. They can't easily fill
up forms on their own. Another middleman has
been added. They have to go to these private
«cafes where they are charged obnoxious
amounts [io get government services].

A proper grievance redressal mechanism
needs to be put in place, where if somebody is
facing corruption, they can file a complaint and
it will be redressed in a time bound manner. A
grievance redressal law is required, and it has
not been brought through although Parliament
had discussed it in great detail in 2014.

The Right to Information Act was intended to
‘make the government accountable. Has the
Act lived up to its promise?

Shailesh Gandhiz The Act was one of the best
transparency Acts in the world. However, it has
been murdered by Supreme Court judgments
and bureaucracy. The law has now been

‘Going streng: Students shout slogans during a protest in solidarity with the
‘angoing protest at New Delhi's Jantar Mantar, in Amritsar on July 23, are

modified to such an extent by the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023, that
all information relating to corruption can be
denied. A lot of countries do not have vigilance
departments in most government departments.
We have them in almost every government
department, but they don't work. Now we also
have a Lokpal burning €50-160 crore a year
delivering nothing. Lokayukta has been there for
years and yet we are not getting accountability.

Section 19 of the so-called Prevention of
Corruption Act used to say that sanction for
prosecution was required if a public servant was
accused of corruption. In 2018, Section I7A was
introduced, requiring government permission to
investigate corruption charges. Our judicial
system is creaking, Unless we enforce the rule,
corruption cannot reduce.

How is DPDP undermining the RTI Act?

SG: The original Act had an 87-word definition
for personal information. It said personal
information which was not part of public
activity or was intrusion of privacy could be
denied, but with a caveat that information shall

Inademocracy. it is important to ensure that
institutions of accountability, which are the
Executive, the Jug ry. and the Legislature,
remain accountable and fi jon properly.
Unfortunately, these i stitutions have been
ematically weakened

ANJALI BHARDWAJ

much harder now than before?

AB: The RTI Act came because of a very strong
demand for an information access law. It has
been used to access information to hold
governments accountable.

We see that every year about six million RTI
requests are filed in our country. Its the highest
anywhere in the world. The law is used very
vibrantly, not just to ensure accountability in the
delivery of basic rights, but also to expose big
ticket corruption. I can hardly remember any
‘big scam that has got exposed in the country in
the last 20 years where the RTI has not played a
seminal role. Whether it is the Vyapam scam,
the Adarsh Housing Society scam or the
electoral bond scheme, the Act has been used.
‘The Act has been very effective in exposing
corruption and wrongdoing.

Unfortunately, we are also seeing how the
CBL, the ED and the Lokpal have been
completely compromised. Big-ticket corruption
«cases are just not being tackled.

Do weak institutions enable corruption, or
‘does corruption weaken institutions?

$G: My submission is that we make great laws,
but do not implement them. Unless there is
punishment, corruption cannot be contained.
Let me give you a bit of information. This was a
study done by the Indian police general in 2008.
A study observed the performance of the CBI's

not be denied to Parli: or State

only thar information could be denied to
citizens. It was misinterpreted in the Girish
Ramchandra Deshpande judgment which said
that all personal information could be exempt.
The Puttaswamy judgment also created such a
theory without ensuring that there was a
balance between right to information and right
to privacy. In fact, right to privacy has been
called a fundamental right without a balance
act; it has made it easy for the government to
refuse sharing all kinds of personal information.
Your name is personal, your age is personal,
everything is personal. Information is being
denied and will slowly finish the RTI Act.

Does that make uncovering corruption so

ntire branch from 1980 io 1984.
What was the outcome of that? About 280
people were accused of corruption in courts. 144
got convicted. The average time for investigation
was 13.4 months, whereas the average time for
the first trial was 88 months. In 2008, it was
found that only four people had been in prison
for more than 20 days - just four people.

“Today, corruption is an “all-profit,
negligible-isk’ activity. So long as this continues,
there will be people who will take advantage of
this. We make laws and we break laws. We
should demand a road map for judicial delays to
be less than one year. In less than one year aver
90% cases should be decided; this is being done
in various countries in the world.

Second, all Information Commissioners are

24J7. Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s future?

FIT AR ARG & 9fasT & T gad 921 @awu ?

appointed without any transparency. We expect
people who are selected in a non-transparent
manner to deliver transparency. How does this
work? Lakhs of peaple were there on the roads
of Delhi for the Lokpal. After the Lokpal was
created, everybody lost interest. Nobody
‘bothers whether they are delivering or not.
‘Thirdly, the RTI Act should be strengthened.
The amendment by the DPDP Act should be
taken back. Finally, the media should take it on
irself to track 10-15 celebrity corruption cases,
track them and see how they have progressed.

AB: In a democracy, it is important to ensure
that institutions of accountability, which are the
Executive, the Judiciary, and the Legislature,
remain accountable to the people of India and
function properly. Unfortunately, these
institutions have been systematically weakened.

The government has understood that the best
way to not be transparent is to continue to work
‘behind a veil of secrecy. To do this, they need to
subvert the Information Commissioners’
functioning. A way to do this is to not make
appointments to the Information Commissions.
Since May 2014, when the BJP came to power,
not a single Information Commissioner has been
appointed to the central information
«commission till people approached the Supreme
Court or the judiciary.

When the courts order an appointment, they
are made in a completely nun{mmpa:em
manner. We are also seeing that institutions like
the ED, the CBI or the Lokpal, simply don't do
the investigations that are required of them to
hold those in power accountable. It's almost as if
corruption is only being done by the Oppaosition.

Is corruption the biggest threat to the future?

AB: Well, yes, because corruption has a very
real human cost. How can a country expect to
‘be developed if corruption is not addressed? If
there is massive corruption in the delivery of
‘basic rights, like rations or healthcare or
‘education, how can we hope to become a
developed country? When there is corruption
and crony capitalism, there is every incentive for
those in power to subvert institutions.

$G: If India is at the 79th position in the rule of
law index, we have no hope of being among the
top nations of the world. We need o change
that. We need to ensure that corruption cases
are disposed of in less than a year.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the cade or ga to the link

Corruption has shaped elections, toppled governments, and sparked some of the biggest
public protests in independent India.

TR & T R H FYATal hl FeATTAIT FohdT 8, TR T TRIAT & AT FqH 9 ST JieTolait
# A Ho A Sl-A e g

With digitalisation and the Right to Information (RTI) Act, citizens were promised greater
transparency.

PfSreehiator qur gae w1 JfteR (RTI) srftrfaaer & Aregs @ ARt 1 31fte arefiar
3TRATHST T 37T 27|
Yet has India actually become less corrupt?
T 8T T IR aEdd H A aawagsﬂ%?

This question has become pertinent as thousands of students hold protests seeking
accountability after the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) paper was leaked
earlier this year.

g =T ST 3T grafdes g 3 § F3ifeh 58 ¥ ISy grar wg vaer adeT (NEET) &7

TRATT olich Blet o TG, goTRT [acaTelt STarardY hr HI9T T oo Tede T I§ &

Their campaign has revived memories of the India Against Corruption movement that
galvanised the country more than a decade ago.

3oTh THATT o T 21 § AT Tgel W & FT Aol F¥et aTel §3T IaFe FIRA Maree
$r wforat A e Shfad a2 R g
Is corruption the biggest threat to India’s future?

FIT AR AR & 3T & foT gad T @arg?
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Shailesh Gandhi and Anjali Bhardwaj discuss the question in a conversation moderated by
Nivedita Varadarajan.

Qerer a1ieft 3R 3 seaTer A AT averete arT FEfod U Halg 7 39 wee o) Tt
Eqll

For many, corruption is paying a bribe to get a service delivered.

Heleh 9Tl o TolT eI T 372 FoRET HaT T ITed Fel oh Tl RRad &l &

Has digitalisation helped reduce such petty corruption?

F7 F3fSeelahTor o7 37 YR & BIC TAX & HSCTAR el il 7 TgrIdT FT g7

Anjali Bhardwaj: Corruption in India goes from the highest to the very lowest offices in the
country and people find it difficult to access even their basic rights and entitlements.

Jrafer oREare: m#mé&r%aﬁw@ﬁa@ﬁaﬁﬂﬂwﬁwgm%
ﬁmﬁﬁmﬁgﬁﬂﬁmaﬂ%ﬂmmﬁﬁ@ TCT T Y i BTo-IIdI%'l

Unfortunately, digitalisation is being pushed as a magic wand, as if it would make everything
alright.

CRERCR %ﬁmﬁ@q@ammm%mﬁaﬁéa@émﬂmﬁsﬁm
HHATATIHT T 3T FHI S|

But experience on the ground shows that digitalisation by itself is not going to prevent
corruption.

Tohe] STEeTT 37eTerd I Gefic § T sharer RRfSreeliehRor 30er 31T srseram 1 Ushet & FaTd =181 ¢

If you just go into any government office today, it's an open secret that there will be
somebody who will expect to be bribed.

I 31TeT 3T Forell 8 TR FTATerT H S, Y Tg Ueh Goll 6ET ¢ Toh T8l 1S of dhig sqfered
ead T 3TIETT FHLIT|

In fact, with digitalisation, another layer has been added for the poor and the marginalised
who find it very difficult to access services because they are often unlettered and do not have
access to the Internet.

areda #, ffreehavor & ary arfie Tt afd qaif & forv veh 7S aren g 78§, i 9 912
RIS Bt ¥ 7T §eAe b Jofhl TE= 6T grell|

They can't easily fill up forms on their own.

J T I H T 6T A Tl |

Another middleman has been added.

weh 3R Rt sa gfshar 7 S arar |

They have to go to these private cafes where they are charged obnoxious amounts to get
government services.

3¢ O ST Shal IR ST ISl ¢ STl SRR FaTE Ureed et 3 T 374 3caferes Qe forar

STar gl

A proper grievance redressal mechanism needs to be put in place, where if somebody is
facing corruption, they can file a complaint and it will be redressed in a time-bound manner.

Teh THTaY FRIeTraa faror a5 Ta1iia foram S T, aifes afe #1s safad Ssemmr &1 9rder

X TET &Y At a8 RIrId got 1 Toh 3R IHAT AT TATTT 8|

A grievance redressal law is required, and it has not been brought through although
Parliament had discussed it in great detail in 2014.

Ueh RIS FAaROT FIeTeT 1 HTaRTAAT B, Fohe] 9 379 e o19] T8 fohar aran §, STafeh woe
2014 H 3 W faEq =i & 2|

The Right to Information Act was intended to make the government accountable.

AT T H ISR FTATATH 7 38T THR HT FAEEE TAT AT

Has the Act lived up to its promise?

7 Ig AT 319e 3983 I T I &7
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Shailesh Gandhi: The Act was one of the best transparency Acts in the world.
derer arreft; g Irfaforaer fava & AdAve arefRiar Hetl HeET 7 & ve |
However, it has been murdered by Supreme Court judgments and bureaucracy.

fore] Searaw warTer & Aot qr Aleemdt o ST TeTaLerar Y TSI FACA &Y AT

The law has now been modified to such an extent by the Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, that all information relating to corruption can be denied.

319 fBfSreer safFaera ser wvator (DPDP) 3rffaaa, 2023 & ACTH & 58 Sielel # 58 HIAT T
TRiereT Y T T B o arseraR & i T8t FaaTiait &l & & SofehR fohalm 51T FehclT B

A lot of countries do not have vigilance departments in most government departments.
AR 21T 7 37TRTer TR TAHRT 7 FerdhaT AT 67 81|

We have them in almost every government department, but they don’t work.

GAR TgI oTITe7aT Fedeh TR farstmer & O faraamar €, Fope] o aTell &7 & S 76 bl |

Now we also have a Lokpal burning ¥50-%60 crore a year delivering nothing.

379 AR U Teh eheharel o &, Fo o) wfciay 250260 F03 o foht STl &, Tohey 3 afRomar
IO g

Lokayukta has been there for years and yet we are not getting accountability.
ANFrgFa aut & Hecdcd 7 &, T o g1 3r9faT Srarasd vred =7el &l 81 ¢

Section 19 of the so-called Prevention of Corruption Act used to say that sanction for
prosecution was required if a public servant was accused of corruption.

TUTRTAT 7SR Forameor rftrfarrer 1 erT 19 & 3AR I Rl o Fash T SR i
3TRIY oT3TTT ST AT, oY 3Heh AT o Tl qd Feliehfcr 3maeaeh gicl &Y

In 2018, Section 17A was introduced, requiring government permission to investigate
corruption charges.

2018 # 4RT 17A SET 378, Torgeh Jicilel SR o 3R T S & foIv FXwRY Jrepafer sifaart
EREARKIE]

Our judicial system is creaking.

AR =1 A% SqaTYT 739K ¢ 7 g

Unless we enforce the rule, corruption cannot reduce.

SIS ek G FTeTeT & ATHT 1 AT & § 1] g1 hal, T Teh FSCTAR H Al 761 oS ST
Hehcll|

How is DPDP undermining the RTI Act?
AN 1T G F1 7RFR AT Fr 3 FAAR F @2

SG: The original Act had an 87-word definition for personal information.
THSit: 7o srferfaae 7 caferaera SRy T 87 ereg arel aReT oY)

It said personal information which was not part of public activity or was intrusion of
privacy could be denied, but with a caveat that information shall not be denied to Parliament
or State legislatures; only that information could be denied to citizens.

3T &gl 17 AT o VY safFaera AR, St ardafas rfafafer 1 fifear o g ar Mueiar 1
31fashaA0T HIAT 8T, 3T ST A SAPR fhIT ST HhdT &, Afhed 3T AT & ATY b T STThRT THG
7 Ty Faererszal 1 77 AT st hael ARG 1 &1 35X dfaT fomam 31 ThaT 8

It was misinterpreted in the Girish Ramchandra Deshpande judgment which said that all
personal information could be exempt.

fardrer I Seras Aoy  sTeht e careT Y 1S, ST Fer I ok Telt s fFaera
STTHIY & 379d1E & &9 & @M ST HehelT B

The Puttaswamy judgment also created such a theory without ensuring that there was a
balance between right to information and right to privacy.
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geewart oty o off O sraeon fasfaid <, f9er 7 giafRad fhe & guar & sftsr ik
MIATaT & HAFR & el GJolel 7 R |

e Infact, right to privacy has been called a fundamental right without a balance act; it has
made it easy for the government to refuse sharing all kinds of personal information.

aredd A, MIARTAT F HAFR T hdl FJoreTehrtt sqaedr & e Alfasw srftsr et & fear
I, T80 TWHR & [T g YR ST TR ATTRRT TS Fled T SABR heAT AT a6 AT

gl
e Your name is personal, your age is personal, everything is personal.
3T AT SATFAIN &, TIhT HTY ATFAN &, Fl e T TFciarel Hell 5T 6T &

¢ Information is being denied and will slowly finish the RTI Act.
AT ol F INAR SeAhR TehT ST 6T © 3R 588 eR-4M Faret &1 srfasr srfafasr (RTI Act)
AT g ST |

e Does that make uncovering corruption so much harder now than before?
T SHY 379 $STTAR T TSTHIRT AT Tg ol T Jolall H gl Tk hide g1 I1A1e?

e AB: The RTI Act came because of a very strong demand for an information access law.
Telt: FIAT FT HTAFR AATATH T I 7 TgT Feh FITe T 37cde T AT & HROT
HTEdca # 3|

e |t has been used to access information to hold governments accountable.

ST 3TN FIHRT Y AT Tellal & [T FAT o H¥et # foham aram g

e We see that every year about six million RTI requests are filed in our country.
EH CE ¢ [ EAR S F Icdeh a¥ oleT91eT 60 T HREIATE 3dee GRR hT 1 &

e It's the highest anywhere in the world.

g G&aT faed A ged 3 ¢

o The law is used very vibrantly, not just to ensure accountability in the delivery of basic rights,
but also to expose big-ticket corruption.

S STelal T STLNT sha ol FAI HTARRT I ST H STATaSg! FiATRHT ot & forw & =7ef,
Sfceh 93 YR & ATAAT T Gl Hlol & ToT ol saraeh &9 & fomam St &1

e | can hardly remember any big scam that has got exposed in the country in the last 20 years
where the RTI has not played a seminal role.

7 ool 20 at & AT IS T3T WA ITe; w761 377, fSIEeh 3SR gl 7 RS o HgeaqoT
sfeT o frems gl

e  Whether it is the Vyapam scam, the Adarsh Housing Society scam or the electoral bond
scheme, the Act has been used.

g I SATIA HeTalT g1, 3MEeT 13 AT WATse alere & I SAFeRe a8 ANSTaT, g AT H
sferfae o1 39T fohar I

e The Act has been very effective in exposing corruption and wrongdoing.
g HTAAIH srverar 3R IHFATATAN & 3ARR e H 37T d THIAT W|T 8

e Unfortunately, we are also seeing how the CBI, the ED and the Lokpal have been completely
compromised.

g, g7 I8 o ¢@ ¢ € o T3S, §3 3R Aleprer fohe YR 1 X & e 81 goh 2
e Big-ticket corruption cases are just not being tackled.

T3 MR F ATHT T THTET HRATS T8l T o T &

Do weak institutions enable corruption, or does corruption weaken institutions?

FIT FASNNR TEYV SR I TG1ET St §, AT HSTTAR TEATHT Y FASNR HIAT 82
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SG: My submission is that we make great laws, but do not implement them.

THSAT: PR AT & [ 5 358 Fetet Al ST 8, AfeheT 3oTenT fordTeaet w161 it |

Unless there is punishment, corruption cannot be contained.

ST T &8 6T B9, HSETAR WX folI =0T ST 9raT 7 HeheT|

Let me give you a bit of information.

# IR T TSR ST Tl €|

This was a study done by the Indian Police General in 2008.

Ig 2008 H HRCATT IFH SToTel SaRT FohaT 1T Teh T 7|

A study observed the performance of the CBI’s anti-corruption branch from 1980 to 1984.
SH 37EAA # 1980 ¥ 1984 ek WIS Y sreeTar-faiera Mm@ & &Rl 1 Hedidhet fonaT a1 |
What was the outcome of that?

3HHT GROTH &7 UT?

About 280 people were accused of corruption in courts.

TETHIT 280 WAFIT IR +ITITEIT H HSETAR & 3TRIT 91T 7|

144 got convicted.

SAH H 144 T 38T 1T |

The average time for investigation was 13.4 months, whereas the average time for the first
trial was 88 months.

Siter 0 @1 & AT 13.4 AT 1, ST9fh TUA FheA & A0 T T 7 HAcleT 88 A6
|

In 2008, it was found that only four people had been in prison for more than 20 days — just
four people.

2008 H Ig UTT 31T foh shael IR &N &Y 20 fEait & 3170 A7 e el # 1 & — AT IR
|

Today, corruption is an ‘all-profit, negligible-risk’ activity.

37TST HISETAR Teh “qot @18y, Toroq SR arell arfcifafer s ger &1

So long as this continues, there will be people who will take advantage of this.

ST o Ig T It 3g9f, T deh T 19T TgaT SiT ST olTeT 31 183t |

We make laws and we break laws.

& FT TR 8 & 3R 3 s o &

We should demand a road map for judicial delays to be less than one year.

EH w11 fadd & U a9 § HF el & [oIT U ASHT T AT Al arfgu|

In less than one year over 90% cases should be decided,; this is being done in various
countries in the world.

THh ¥ § T THAT H 90% A 3w ATHET &1 [AUeRT 8T e T 3ed & 31 it & var fFar

ST T 8

Second, all Information Commissioners are appointed without any transparency.
o, ol T sl 1 g TR e el ara T & 1 e ¥

We expect people who are selected in a non-transparent manner to deliver transparency.
& 37 eIt & TRGRICT T 398 A &, FoieTehr T8l T2 AR Tl A g3 el
How does this work?

Ig HY THT &1 ThdTe?

Lakhs of people were there on the roads of Delhi for the Lokpal.

ANFITA I AT I AIhT el hr TSl 9 @l AT 3R |

After the Lokpal was created, everybody lost interest.

AHUT FT TATIAT & 1¢, T T 3T T 8F TS|

Nobody bothers whether they are delivering or not.

NS FIS Tg A6 ST [ I8 YT HF T I@T & IT AT
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e Thirdly, the RTI Act should be strengthened.

AR, et 1 IAHR rfAferzer I 3R 31T TR ST ST AR T
e The amendment by the DPDP Act should be taken back.

S srfaforaer garT fonam aram weers are form e =gl

o Finally, the media should take it on itself to track 10-15 celebrity corruption cases, track
them and see how they have progressed.

37dar:, FEFT 1 T9T 10-15 IRIT ASEER AT 1 AT RIRE ) arfee 33R I8 @
RT o6 3o7at oFam w1l €% &
e AB: In ademocracy, it is important to ensure that institutions of accountability, which are

the Executive, the Judiciary, and the Legislature, remain accountable to the people of India
and function properly.

Tl N H Fg GieATeret el AT JHaeTeh ¢ o STaraddr & S5 TEUT — Friurferar,
FaruTfaresT AR faenfsr — #aRa $r S & afd FTRERN 7§ AR TEr &1 F F A

e Unfortunately, these institutions have been systematically weakened.
TG, 5o FEATHT ! eFaTEAT T & HAGR fhar AT g |

e The government has understood that the best way to not be transparent is to continue to
work behind a veil of secrecy.

WHR o Ig TAT forar § foh areedt o7 et 1 T8 TATET aient aMu=iaar &1 3118 7 1 i

T Bl
e Todo this, they need to subvert the Information Commissioners’ functioning.
UHT et & ToIT FAAT ATGFAl oh T T HHIR Al AT BIeTT &
e A way to do this is to not make appointments to the Information Commissions.
S8 ToIT Teh AT FEIT 3T & g fFeral o e 2|
e Since May 2014, when the BJP came to power, not a single Information Commissioner has

been appointed to the Central Information Commission till people approached the
Supreme Court or the Judiciary.

AE 2014 H ARAT AT et (BIP) & TAT H 31Tt & 1<, 516 b a9l of ITadd ~AR—ITer 37277
AT AT T EXATSHT AgT TCTCTIT, Tl cleh Hard FaAT AN 3 Teh o FaelT IgF
T bt =Tel 1 a1 |

o When the courts order an appointment, they are made in a completely non-transparent
manner.

SIS AT TR a1 3ferer o €, e o g ferar it oe 3ramesit adiss & &y e &1

e We are also seeing that institutions like the ED, the CBI or the Lokpal, simply don’t do the
investigations that are required of them to hold those in power accountable.

&9 I8 M e ¢ & o &, Aefians 31k aparer Sl T2l Tam & 93 A9 & STaTaes Sede &
fOIT 3MTaeTe ST &1 =Ter |
e |t’s almost as if corruption is only being done by the Opposition.

THT 9clTd BT § AT HeeTaR ol faast ganT &1 fonam 5 T &l

Is corruption the biggest threat to the future?

FIT AR AT & fAT gad I31 @RI ?

e AB: Well, yes, because corruption has a very real human cost.
Tl g1, Fioh SR A IR deh HIAd HIHT Fhlell TSl 8
e How can a country expect to be developed if corruption is not addressed?

e SR T TATT LT fohdT SATT, oY IS 2T TG Fl FARTAT TeTol ST IMAT HY X FeheT
22

o Ifthere is massive corruption in the delivery of basic rights, like rations or healthcare or
education, how can we hope to become a developed country?
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e T, Fareed a3t 3ruar Ruaw S giaamdr iRt i 3mqfc & carae sreerm g, ot g
Teh TR O & Satel T 37T & X Tl 872

When there is corruption and crony capitalism, there is every incentive for those in power
to subvert institutions.

ST arseTar 3R A Seftarg (et Fefasw) faegae gid €, a9 & 7 & ot & a
HEUTHT T FHASIR FT HT G SedTEeT Bl 31

SG: If India is at the 79th position in the Rule of Law Index, we have no hope of being
among the top nations of the world.

THSAT: ITe R &l 3T of S3F9 H 798 TATTT W &, a7 gAR TAT faeg & 3r3yofy et F enfaer
gleT T 37T SE A &

We need to change that.

g 38 Teufa 1 agor gem|

We need to ensure that corruption cases are disposed of in less than a year.

§ Ig GIATET el g1aTT o SR & A T [AICRT Teh a¥ A hf FAI H fohar Sv|
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