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24J7.  Kerala govt. launches women-only 
‗pink bus‘ in Capital city 

                                             

‗     ब ‘             

 The State government launched the women-
only ‗pink bus‘ service introduced by the Kerala State 
Road Transport Corporation (KSRTC) at the 
Thiruvananthapuram Central Depot on Thursday, as 
part of the government’s 100-day action plan. 

                                                  

(KSRTC)               ई                     ‗     ब ‘ 

                                                  100-

 द                               
 Speaking after inaugurating the State-level 

rollout of the initiative, Transport Minister C.P. John 

said the project is being implemented with the aim of 
ensuring safe and comfortable travel for working 
women. 

इ  प             प                               .  .     

             प                                      

औ                                  उ                    
        

 The government’s goal is to create an 
environment where women can travel freely. 

         उ                                             
       प                 

 Pink bus services will operate at 8 p.m. and 10 
p.m. to ensure safety during night travel for women 
working in places including Technopark. 

     ब                                                       

    8 ब   औ  10 ब               ,                        
      प                         

 The project will be extended to other districts soon, and the routes and timings will be 

determined after assessing the requirements of the passengers, said the Minister. 

               इ  प                                                              
                                   औ     -                          

 In addition to night services, the pink buses will ply during the day as well. 

                                 ब    द                               
 The Minister said that pink bus services have been arranged in the morning to ensure safe 

travel to the Medical College for women arriving by train, mothers travelling with small 
children, and patients. 

                                  ब                   उ                     ई                  
      ,      ब                                ,                                      प        
   उ          

‗No basis for fear‘ 

‗                   ‘ 
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 Stating that the KSRTC is doing exemplary work in promoting the use of public transport, 
the Minister said it has gained strong trust and acceptance among the people, which has 
increased the confidence and pride of the employees. 

                          (KSRTC)                    उप                     उ              
        इ                उ           औ                ,                              औ  
                

 Mr. John added that there is no basis for the fear that the salaries of the employees would 
be affected in the name of implementing the free travel scheme. 

                                                           प                                   
           ई               

 To ensure the punctuality of services and increase revenue, an online reservation facility 
and the use of electric buses in the future are also being considered. 

             ब                   औ                                                  

           ब      उप    प                           

 

24J7.  QUIZ 

1. Which country has hosted the most 
Commonwealth Games? 

 Australia has hosted the Commonwealth Games 
five times, making it the most frequent host nation in the 
history of the Games. The editions were Sydney (1938), 
Perth (1962), Brisbane (1982), Melbourne (2006), and 
Gold Coast (2018). 

 Australia has consistently played a leading role in 
the Commonwealth sporting movement by providing world-
class infrastructure, athlete-friendly facilities, and efficient 
event management. 

 The country is also one of the most successful 
nations in Commonwealth Games history, having won 
thousands of medals across multiple editions. 

 Hosting the Games has significantly strengthened 
Australia's sporting culture and international sporting 
reputation. 

 The Commonwealth Games Federation (now 
Commonwealth Sport) selects host cities based on 

infrastructure, financial sustainability, and legacy planning. 

2. Which city was confirmed in 2022 as the host 
but later withdrew because of cost concerns? Which Asian country also backed out? 

 In 2022, the Australian state of Victoria was awarded the hosting rights for the 2026 
Commonwealth Games. 

 However, in 2023, Victoria withdrew after projected costs rose dramatically beyond the 

original estimates, making the event financially unsustainable. 

 Following Victoria's withdrawal, Malaysia considered hosting the Games but declined due to 
financial priorities and concerns over the economic burden. 

 Eventually, Glasgow (Scotland) agreed to host the 2026 Games using a compact, low-cost 
model centred around existing venues and a reduced sports programme. 

 This new approach is widely viewed as a model for making future Commonwealth Games 

financially sustainable. 

3. How many core sports and medals are on offer at Glasgow 2026? 
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 The Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games feature a streamlined programme consisting of 
10 sports, compared with a much larger programme in previous editions. 

 Athletes will compete for 215 gold medals, including events in both able-bodied and Para 

sports. 

 The Games include the largest integrated Para-sport programme in Commonwealth 
Games history, reflecting a strong emphasis on inclusivity. 

 Approximately 3,000 athletes from 74 Commonwealth nations and territories are 

participating. 

 The compact format reduces organisational costs while maintaining high-quality international 

competition across selected sports. 

4. Who was the first Indian to win an individual Commonwealth Games Gold medal? 
How many medals has India won since its debut in 1934? 

 Milkha Singh, popularly known as the "Flying Sikh," became the first Indian to win an 
individual Commonwealth Games gold medal by winning the 440 yards race at the 1958 
Cardiff Games. 

 His historic victory marked India's arrival as a serious athletics nation on the international 
stage. 

 India first participated in the Commonwealth Games in 1934. 

 According to the updated medal tally before the Glasgow 2026 edition, India has won 564 
Commonwealth Games medals, including 22 gold medals. 

5. Which Indian has won 15 Commonwealth Games medals? 

 Jaspal Rana is among India's most successful Commonwealth Games athletes and is 
credited with winning 15 medals in shooting. 

 He dominated pistol shooting events during the 1990s and early 2000s, earning multiple gold 
medals across different editions. 

 Rana specialised in 25 m Centre Fire Pistol and 25 m Standard Pistol events. 

6. Which Olympic medallists carried the Indian tricolour and ceremonial baton at the 
Glasgow 2026 opening ceremony? 

 Mirabai Chanu, India's Olympic silver medallist in weightlifting, served as the Indian flag 
bearer during the opening ceremony of the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games. 

 Lovlina Borgohain, the Olympic bronze medallist in boxing, carried the ceremonial King's 
Baton for India. 

7. In which sports are Nayan Moni Saikia, Pranati Nayak, and Ronaldo Singh 
Laitonjam expected to excel? 

 Nayan Moni Saikia represents India in Lawn Bowls, a sport in which India has shown 
remarkable progress since winning historic medals at the Birmingham 2022 Commonwealth 
Games. 

 Pranati Nayak competes in Artistic Gymnastics and is one of India's leading female 
gymnasts, especially known for her performances in vault events. 

 Ronaldo Singh Laitonjam is India's top Track Cyclist and has consistently represented the 

country in Asian and Commonwealth competitions. 

8. Visual Question – Name the Official Mascot 

 Finnie the Unicorn is the official mascot of the Glasgow 2026 Commonwealth Games. 

 The unicorn is the national animal of Scotland, making it an appropriate cultural symbol for 

the host nation. 
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 The mascot's horn is inspired by the famous traffic cone placed on Glasgow's Duke of 
Wellington statue, reflecting the city's distinctive sense of humour. 

 
24J7.  Maruti Brezza receives 5-star Bharat NCAP safety rating 

                         (Bharat NCAP)    5-                       

 Maruti Suzuki India Ltd. said it had received a 5-star safety rating in both Adult 
Occupant Protection (AOP) and Child Occupant Protection (COP) for its upcoming 
vehicle sport utility vehicle (SUV) the New Brezza, under the Bharat New Car 
Assessment Program (Bharat NCAP). 

                                       उ                               (SUV)             
                           (Bharat NCAP)                             (AOP)     
                      (COP)                5-                         ई     

 It is equipped with several safety features including blind spot warning with 
lane change alert, rear cross traffic alert, front parking sensors, tyre pressure 
monitoring system (TPMS), emergency stop signal, safe exit warning, amongst 

others. 

          ई                         ,                         ,             ,                

    ,                ,                           (TPMS),                   ,           

                                   

BHARAT NEW CAR ASSESSMENT PROGRAM (BHARAT NCAP) 

 Bharat New Car Assessment Program (Bharat NCAP) is India's indigenous car safety rating 
system launched by the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways (MoRTH) to help consumers 

know how safe a car is in the event of a crash.  

 It rates passenger vehicles on a 1-star to 5-star scale, with 5 stars indicating the highest level of 
safety. 

How does Bharat NCAP work? 

 Manufacturers voluntarily nominate eligible passenger vehicles for testing under Bharat NCAP. 

Independent crash tests are conducted, and the vehicle receives a safety rating. 

The assessment mainly includes: 

 Frontal Offset Deformable Barrier (ODB) Crash Test – simulates a head-on collision.  

 Side Impact Crash Test – evaluates protection during a side collision.  

 Side Pole Impact Test (for vehicles aiming for higher safety ratings) – measures protection when a 

vehicle hits a pole sideways.  

The ratings are based on: 

 Adult Occupant Protection (AOP).  

 Child Occupant Protection (COP).  

 Availability and performance of safety technologies such as Electronic Stability Control (ESC), seat-
belt reminders, airbags, ISOFIX child-seat anchorages, etc.  

Who can participate? 

 The programme covers passenger motor vehicles (Category M1) with a Gross Vehicle Weight 
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(GVW) not exceeding 3.5 tonnes, manufactured or imported into India. 

Benefits 

 Consumers: Can make informed purchasing decisions based on safety.  

 Manufacturers: Encourages competition to build safer vehicles.  

 Government: Supports the goal of reducing deaths and injuries from road accidents.  

 Society: Promotes a culture where vehicle safety becomes a priority. 

 
 

24J7.  Lovlina assures India‘s first medal at the 

Glasgow Games 

                                       द                

 Lovlina Borgohain assured India of its first medal at the 
Glasgow Commonwealth Games after the boxer received a direct 
entry into the semifinals of the women’s 75kg event, which 
guaranteed her a bronze. 

        ब                                          प    प            

       ,    उ               75                                       

    ,       उ           द  प            
24J7. Dhruv and Jiya take the honours 

    औ              ब              

 Uttarakhand‘s Dhruv Negi beat Rajasthan‘s Pranay Katta 20-18, 
14-16, 15-11 in the final to clinch the men‘s singles title in the Yonex-
Sunrise All India Senior Ranking Badminton Tournament at the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium on Thursday. 

                                                                        

      -                               ब                      इ              

               20-18, 14-16, 15-11                       ब           
 The championship was without the National men‘s singles 

champion Rithvik Sanjeevi and former junior World No. 1 Sankar 
Muthusamy as they were away on international duty. 

       प    प                                     औ  प                

  ब -1                                ई,                                    
         

 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 24 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
24J7 Topping the charts, Odisha govt. plans new policy to curb trafficking of women 

and girls 

                                       ब द,                        औ  ब           
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                                    ब    

 

24J7. Topping the charts, Odisha 

govt. plans new policy to curb 
trafficking of women and girls 

                                    
   ब द,                        औ  
ब                                 

              ब    

 Having recorded the highest 
number of human trafficking victims in 
India for four consecutive years, Odisha 

has now proposed a new State policy, 
Nutana Sakala (New Dawn), to curb the 

practice through measures ranging from 
community-based prevention to 
confiscation of assets linked to trafficking 
networks. 

                                        
        प                                  
              (     ब )       ई      

                    ,       उ      

              प                       
               प    प                       

उप                इ        प         

         

Draft copy circulated 

   द             

 The draft copy of the policy being prepared by the Women and Child Development 
Department has been circulated among top police officials, including the Director General of 
Police, DG (Crime Branch) and Additional DG (Crime Against Women and Child Wing), 

for their opinion. 

          ब                                     इ                                  द   ,      
(          )                  (          ब              )            प                  
    उ                                    ई     

 The policy has adopted best practices from other States and abroad. 

इ                                            -प           प             
 ―Nutana Sakala is Odisha‘s unified policy framework for addressing all forms of trafficking 

relating to women and girls. 

―                   औ                                             प                    
                        

 The framework is built on four pillars such as prevention, protection, prosecution, and 
partnership to ensure a comprehensive and coordinated response,‖ says the draft policy. 
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                    ,                ,      ,                 द                   प         

  ,            प                                         

Grave statistics 

               

 The radical measures come against grave statistics. 

      प  उप                           प                              
 The total number of humans trafficked from Odisha as per the National Crime Records 

Bureau (NCRB) was 1,475 (2021), 1,120 (2022), 1,305 (2023) and 1,039 (2024) as against 
an annual national average of 6,158 during this period. 

                          (NCRB)          ,                            प               2021 

   1,475, 2022    1,120, 2023    1,305     2024    1,039    ,      इ                         

औ   6,158     
 Vulnerable factors leading to trafficking include 83.3% rural population with limited access to 

formal markets and social protection (Census 2011). 

                                         2011                     83.3%        ब द     
औप                                        प                    

 The 22.85% Scheduled Tribe population is disproportionately represented among trafficking 

victims due to poverty, social exclusion and limited legal literacy. 

22.85%                               ,                                             
              प            प       प                            

 Female literacy stands at 64% compared to 82% for males. 

             द  64%   ,      प                  82%     
 Over 20 lakh seasonal migrant workers annually are particularly vulnerable to trafficking. 

       20                                     प                                    
 The State recorded zero convictions in 2021 despite 707 survivors being identified and 65 

traffickers arrested. 

2021    707           प     औ  65                                           द            
       ई  

 In 2023, only 182 of 298 arrested persons were chargesheeted, resulting in a 61% 
chargesheeting rate. 

2023    298                            182             प-प                ,       61% 

    -   द             द        ई  

GS Paper 1: Geography 24 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

24J7 Activist ends fast against Ken, Betwa linking after 18 days 

               –ब                         18  द   ब द                 
 

 

At rock bottom: Boats lie on the dried-up bed of the 
Danube River near the Calafat–Vidin Bridge, which 
connects Bulgaria and Romania, in 
southeastern Bulgaria. Prolonged drought and hot weather 
across Europe have pushed water levels in the river to 
record seasonal lows. 
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LONGEST RIVERS IN EUROPE 

Rank River Approx. Length Countries 

1 Volga River 3,530 km Russia 

2 Danube 2,857 km Germany to Romania (10 countries) 

3 Ural River 2,428 km Russia, Kazakhstan 

4 Dnieper 2,201 km Russia, Belarus, Ukraine 

5 Don River 1,950 km Russia 

 

TOP 5 LONGEST RIVERS IN THE WORLD 

Rank River Approx. Length Continent 

1 Nile 6,650 km Africa 

2 Amazon River 6,400 km South America 

3 Yangtze 6,300 km Asia 

4 Mississippi–Missouri River System 6,275 km North America 

5 Yenisei River 5,539 km Asia 

 

Highest Peak on Each Continent (Seven Summits) 

Continent Highest Peak Height 
Country / 

Territory 

Asia Mount Everest 8,848.86 m Nepal–China (Tibet) 

South America Aconcagua 6,961 m Argentina 

North America Denali 6,190 m United States (Alaska) 

Africa Mount Kilimanjaro 5,895 m Tanzania 

Europe Mount Elbrus 5,642 m Russia 

Antarctica Vinson Massif 4,892 m Antarctica 

Australia/Oceania* Puncak Jaya (Carstensz Pyramid) 4,884 m Indonesia (Papua) 
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24J7. Activist ends fast against Ken, Betwa linking after 18 days 

               –ब                         18  द   ब द                 
 
Ken–Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP) 

 The Ken–Betwa River Linking Project (KBLP) is India's first river interlinking project 
under the National Perspective Plan (NPP).  

 It aims to transfer surplus water from the Ken River basin to the water-deficit Betwa 
River basin to improve irrigation, drinking water supply, and hydropower generation in the 

Bundelkhand region. 
Rivers Involved 

Feature Ken River Betwa River 

Origin 
Ahirgawan village, Jabalpur district, Madhya 
Pradesh 

Jhiri village, Raisen district, 
Madhya Pradesh 

Length ~427 km ~590 km 

Flows through Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh 

Major Tributary 
of 

Yamuna Yamuna 

Confluence 
Meets Yamuna near Chilla village (Banda 
district, Uttar Pradesh) 

Meets Yamuna near Hamirpur 
(Uttar Pradesh) 

 
Water Transfer Source 

 Source River: Ken River  

 Receiving River: Betwa River  

 Water will be diverted through the Daudhan Dam and a 221-km-long Ken–Betwa Link 
Canal.  

 
Major Components 

 Daudhan Dam on the Ken River.  

 221 km Link Canal.  

 Two tunnels.  

 Powerhouses.  

 Barrages (including Lower Orr Project and Kotha Barrage in later phases).  
Districts Benefited 
Madhya Pradesh 

 Panna  

 Chhatarpur  

 Tikamgarh  

 Sagar  

 Damoh  

 Vidisha  

 Raisen  
Uttar Pradesh 

 Jhansi  

 Mahoba  

 Banda  

 Lalitpur  
 
Purpose 

 Irrigation for drought-prone Bundelkhand.  

 Drinking water supply.  

 Hydroelectric power generation.  

 Reduction of groundwater dependence.  

 Agricultural development.  
 
Hydropower 
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 103 MW hydropower.  

 27 MW solar power (planned as part of the project ecosystem).  
Core Issues Associated with the Project 

 Environmental Concerns: The Daudhan Dam will submerge part of the Panna Tiger 
Reserve.  

 Question over "Surplus Water": Some hydrologists argue that the Ken River may not 

consistently have surplus water, particularly under changing climate conditions. 

 Climate Change: Changing rainfall patterns could reduce water availability, affecting the 

project's long-term viability.  

 Displacement: Submergence may affect villages and require rehabilitation and resettlement 

of affected families.  

 Inter-State Water Sharing: Water allocation between Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh 
requires careful coordination to avoid future disputes.  

 Biodiversity Loss: Ecologically sensitive areas, including riverine ecosystems and protected 

habitats, may be affected.  
 
Importance for Bundelkhand 

The project seeks to address: 

 Frequent droughts.  

 Low agricultural productivity.  

 Water scarcity for drinking and irrigation.  

 Rural livelihood challenges. 
 
 

GS Paper II: Polity 24 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

24J7 Elected rural and municipal representatives in Bengal now barred from issuing 
certificates 

      ब                                                   ब     -                
         

24J7 How should cities reclaim footpaths? 

                                                ? 

24J7 The right to protest and the limits of police power 

       द              औ                       
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24J7.  Elected rural and 
municipal representatives 

in Bengal now barred from 
issuing certificates 

      ब                 

                    

              ब     -   

                      

 Citing widespread 
irregularities in the issuing of 
birth and death certificates in 
West Bengal during the previous 
regime, State Chief Secretary 
Manoj Agarwal on Thursday said 

that elected representatives in 
panchayats and municipalities 

will no longer be allowed to issue 
these documents. 

 प                           

ब                          -       
                प              
                                    

                               

        औ                 
                            
                                 
      

 On the same day, police raids were carried out at multiple local body offices across the 
State, including in Kolkata, as part of a probe into such irregularities. 

उ                                                   प                              

         प                     ई  
 
 

THE INDICATIVE LIST COMPRISES 11 DOCUMENTS: 

1. Birth Certificate.  
2. Indian Passport.  
3. Matriculation/Secondary School Certificate issued by a recognized Board/University.  
4. Permanent Residence Certificate (PRC).  
5. Identity Card or Pension Payment Order of a regular Central/State Government employee or 

PSU employee/pensioner.  
6. Government/Local Authority/Bank/Post Office/LIC/PSU document issued before 1 July 1987.  

7. Forest Rights Certificate.  
8. SC/ST/OBC or other caste certificate issued by the competent authority.  
9. National Register of Citizens (NRC), where applicable.  
10. Family Register maintained by State/Local authorities.  
11. Government land or house allotment certificate.  

For the purposes of the SIR exercise, the following are not accepted as proof of citizenship by 

themselves: 

 Aadhaar Card  

 EPIC (Voter ID)  
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 Ration Card  

 

 
24J7.  How should cities reclaim footpaths? 

                                                ? 

 While many welcomed the initiative, it also raised questions over whether the removals 
complied with the Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street 
Vending) Act, 2014, which seeks to balance pedestrians’ right to walk with street vendors‘ 
right to livelihood. 

    प              इ  प                ,       इ              उ                      
      इ              (                                )        , 2014        प    ,       
उ      प                                                                                  

    प           

Why was the Street Vendors Act enacted? 

                      ब        ? 

 The Street Vendors (Protection of Livelihood and Regulation of Street Vending) Act, 
2014, was enacted to end such arbitrary removals by laying down the process for regulating 
street vending. 
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          (                                )        , 2014 इ                          
      इ                                                                  उ               
        

 Instead, it seeks to balance two competing rights — the public’s right to safe, obstruction-
free footpaths and a street vendor‘s right to earn a livelihood. 

इ         प ,       प  प      प                             प                       — 

                         -                                                             

                

What process does the Act prescribe before vendors can be removed? 

                                                             ? 

 The first step is the constitution of a Town Vending Committee (TVC), the backbone of the 
law. 

प                          (Town Vending Committee - TVC)          ,    इ           
             

 It states that no street vendor should be evicted or relocated until the survey has been 
completed and Certificates of Vending have been issued. 

इ     प                                                      प       प                 ,    

         प             औ           -   (Certificates of Vending)                     
 Once the survey is completed, eligible vendors are issued a Certificate of Vending. 

      प                प                        -   (Certificate of Vending)                
    

 The certificate does not give a vendor ownership over public land. 

       -प                               प                          
 It only recognises the right to vend in accordance with the Act. 

                       प                                        
 The Act does not prohibit the removal of street vendors. 

                             प  प                       
 It only requires that such action follow the process laid down under the law. 

        इ                                  ई                                              

Why has Bengaluru‘s footpath drive come under scrutiny? 

ब                               द                  ? 
 While the Karnataka government acted on the Supreme Court‘s recognition of 

pedestrians‘ right to safe footpaths, the Street Vendors Act makes it equally clear that 

reclaiming those footpaths cannot become a justification for bypassing the safeguards 
enacted to protect street vendors‘ livelihoods. 

    प                           प    प    द                                            
               प        ई   ,                         (Street Vendors Act)        प   

              प       प                                                                  
                         औ                   

 That balance, not the primacy of one right over the other, is the very foundation of the law. 

इ                 ,                              प        , इ                        
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24J7. The right to protest and the limits of police power 

       द              औ                       

 The Constitution guarantees citizens the right to assemble peacefully under Article 19(1)(b). 

                 द 19(1)(b)                           प                                      
    

 But that right is subject to ―reasonable restrictions‖ under Article 19(3) in the interests of 
public order, the sovereignty and integrity of India, and other constitutionally recognised 

grounds. 

                      द 19(3)                     ,                 औ                 

           प                                        ―             ब   ‖             
 Under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), an assembly of five or more persons becomes 

an unlawful assembly only if its common object falls within specific categories, such as 
using criminal force, resisting the execution of law, committing an offence, or compelling 

another person by force or threat. 

                   (BNS)                                                                  , 
   उ           उ                                 ,              ब              ,       

                         ,   ई  प                                                   
           

 It also pointed to prohibitory orders issued under Section 163 of the Bharatiya Nagarik 
Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS), which barred protests, marches and demonstrations in the New 
Delhi district, except at the designated Jantar Mantar   protest site with prior permission.

प                                   (BNSS)         163                               उ     

    ,                  द            प                                                        
          प             ,      औ                        

 The National Human Rights Commission‘s Manual on Human Rights for Police Officers 
emphasises that effective policing and respect for human rights are complementary rather 

than conflicting objectives. 

                       (NHRC)                                              इ      प  
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                                 औ                       प  प  प      ,      प  प         
उ       

 The Code of Conduct for the Police in India states that police should, as far as practicable, 
―use the methods of persuasion, advice and warning. 

                                 (Code of Conduct for the Police in India)                  

प                      ,        द                द       उप    प            
 In Anita Thakur v. State of Jammu & Kashmir (2016), the court held that the use of 

excessive force violates fundamental rights and awarded compensation to the injured 
protesters, emphasising that police action must remain reasonable and accountable. 

            ब                        (2016)                                   ब          

                 उ         औ                                      ,        इ      प     

        प           ई                  बद               
 More recently, in Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan v. Union of India (2018), the court 

reiterated that while authorities may regulate demonstrations to maintain public order, they 
cannot extinguish the right to protest altogether. 

            द                    ब             (2018)                     प     प        
       प                                       द                           ,          
       द                 प                          

 In Amit Sahni v. Commissioner of Police (2020), arising from the Shaheen Bagh protests, 
it affirmed that dissent is a constitutional right but cannot result in the indefinite occupation 
of public spaces. 

           ब                (2020),          ब     द                 ,                प   

                                               ,       इ                       प  
                                      

GS Paper II: Governance 24 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

24J7 15 of 39 posts in NTA are vacant, Centre informs Rajya Sabha 

NTA           39  द        15     ,                   द          
24J7 Over two decades on, two CBI cases in 2003 CAT leak still pending in courts 

द  द   ब द    2003 CAT                   CBI    द         ब                   ब  

24J7 6.17 lakh Waqf properties approved on portal, says Ministry 

             :          6.17                                 
24J7 SEBI mulls revamp of portfolio manager rules 

  ब                                                     
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24J7.  15 of 39 posts in NTA are vacant, 
Centre informs Rajya Sabha 

NTA           39  द        15     ,        
           द          

 Fifteen of the 39 posts created by the National 
Testing Agency (NTA) remain vacant, Union Minister 
of State for Education Sukanta Majumdar stated in 
the Rajya Sabha. 

                   (NTA)          39  द        15  द    

          ,                                        

    द                     
 According to the reply, the NTA relies heavily on 

external hiring, engaging 73 officials on contract — 
including a General Manager (Communication), 
Senior Advisors, and Consultants — alongside 124 
outsourced personnel covering roles like data 
analysis, legal support, and housekeeping. 

उ            , NTA                 प                 
         73     द                            ,       
            (          ),                    
      द              इ            124             
            ,              औ                          
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24J7.  6.17 lakh Waqf properties approved on portal, says 
Ministry 

             :          6.17                                 

 The Ministry of Minority Affairs informed the Lok Sabha on Wednesday 
that more than 6.17 lakh Waqf properties have been successfully validated and 
approved on the UMEED Central Portal-2025, as part of the government’s ongoing 
initiative to digitise and streamline Waqf property records. 

                        ब                                                प     
                         औ                            प             UMEED 

           -2025 प  6.17                                 प         प  औ  
                         

 Responding to an unstarred question raised by Trinamool Congress 

      Sajda Ahmed, Union Minority Affairs Minister Kiren Rijiju stated that 

7,99,978 Waqf properties had been initiated for uploading to the UMEED portal as 
of July 17. 

                         द     द       प                        उ            

                                            17          7,99,978                
UMEED प     प   प                                       

 The Minister said the UMEED Central Portal-2025 was a statutory portal 
developed under the provisions of the UMEED Act, 1995. 

                 UMEED            -2025            प       ,      UMEED 

       , 1995                                          
 The platform was designed to manage the complete lifecycle of Waqf 

properties, including registration, verification, survey by the Collector, 
mutation, annual account audits, and related administrative processes. 

                        प                                            ,       
       ,       ,                   ,          (       ),             
      (    )     उ                                          

24J7. SEBI mulls revamp of portfolio manager rules 

  ब                                                     

 Markets regulator SEBI proposed expanding investment 
avenues for portfolio managers by allowing them to invest in ‗to-be-
listed‘ securities and overseas listed equity and debt. 

 ब              ब  (SEBI)                                             
                              ,           उ        ब             (To-

be-listed)                 द           ब          औ     (Debt)    
                          

 The move is aimed at broadening the investment universe and providing 
investors access to wider market opportunities. 

 इ         उ               द                                           प  

ब              प                   
 It proposed portfolio managers offering discretionary portfolio 

management services to invest up to 10% of client‘s assets under 
management in investment-grade unlisted debt. 
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 इ                                               ब           (Discretionary Portfolio 

Management Services)                                 ,           ब                   
(Assets Under Management)    10%         -     (Investment-grade)    -    ब      

(Unlisted Debt)                    

 

GS Paper II: International Relations 24 July 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

24J7 U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi 

             द    ब                                        
24J7 Warning signals for India from NATO‘s Ankara summit 

                                                        

24J7 Trump‘s bunker buster gamble on Pickaxe Mountain 
                       ब   -ब    द    
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24J7.  U.S. announces civilian nuclear deal with Saudi 

             द    ब                                        

 The United States and Saudi Arabia on Wednesday announced a landmark deal that would 
establish a civilian nuclear programme in the kingdom, which U.S. President Donald 
Trump said was contingent on Riyadh normalising relations with Israel. 

                    औ    द    ब                                            ,           
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 ऊ                                 (Civilian Nuclear Programme)     प              
                                                   द                                       
       प               

 The move comes as the U.S. fights a war with Iran that began in large part over concerns 
about Tehran‘s nuclear programme — still a key point of contention in now-stalled peace 
talks. 

                  उ                                           उ          ,             

                                                         ई   ,        प प                       
                                  

 Washington has sought in recent years to tie any nuclear agreement and defence pact to 
Saudi normalisation with Israel, and just hours after the deal was announced, Mr. Trump 
took to social media to say Riyadh must first meet that condition. 

                                             औ                द    ब                     

                                                                                                 

               प             द    प           प               
 The nuclear deal ―will be approved, but is totally subject to Saudi Arabia joining the very 

respected and successful Abraham Accords‖, he wrote. 

उ                 प             ―                 ,          प        इ      प              
     द    ब               औ                   (Abraham Accords)                  
        ‖ 

 One provision would potentially see U.S. companies build a uranium enrichment facility in 
Saudi Arabia, the Wall Street Journal reported. 

                   प             ,                                               द    ब    
                (Uranium Enrichment)            प              

 ―There will be no enrichment of material!‖ 

―                                         !‖ 
 The deal will be submitted to Congress for review, but the Republican-controlled 

legislature is unlikely to block its implementation. 

                                                   ,               -                       
इ                                         

 The U.S. has agreements governing nuclear cooperation with more than 50 countries. 

           50         द                                          
 

Abraham Accords (2020)  

 The Abraham Accords are a series of U.S.-brokered agreements signed in 2020 to 

normalize diplomatic relations between Israel and several Arab countries.  

 They marked a historic shift because, for decades, most Arab states had refused to 

recognize Israel until the Palestinian issue was resolved.  

The name "Abraham" refers to the Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim), who is revered in the 

three Abrahamic religions: 

 Judaism  

 Christianity  

 Islam  
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The name symbolizes the shared heritage of these faiths. 

Why were they signed? 

The Accords aimed to: 

 Normalize diplomatic relations between Israel and Arab states.  

 Promote peace and regional stability.  

 Expand trade, investment, tourism, and technology cooperation.  

 Strengthen security cooperation, particularly regarding regional threats such as Iran.  

 Increase economic integration in the Middle East.  

When were they signed? 

 The first agreements were signed on 15 September 2020 at the White House, 

Washington, D.C. 

 The agreements were brokered during the first Trump Administration. 

Which countries are part of the Abraham Accords? 

Original Signatories (2020) 

Country Year 

Israel 2020 

United Arab Emirates (UAE) 2020 

Bahrain 2020 

Later Participants 

Country Status 

Morocco Normalized relations in 2020 

Sudan Agreed to normalize relations (implementation has faced political delays)  

Why were the Accords historic? 

Before 2020: 

Only two Arab countries had recognized Israel: 

1. Egypt (after the Camp David Accords, 1978; peace treaty in 1979)  

2. Jordan (peace treaty in 1994)  

The Abraham Accords expanded Arab-Israeli normalization beyond these two countries.  

Benefits of the Accords 
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The agreements enabled: 

 Exchange of ambassadors.  

 Direct commercial flights.  

 Increased tourism.  

 Trade agreements.  

 Investment flows.  

 Cooperation in:  

o Defence  

o Cybersecurity  

o Artificial Intelligence  

o Agriculture  

o Water management  

o Renewable energy  

o Healthcare  

Trade between Israel and the UAE increased significantly after normalization.  

Why are the Accords controversial? 

Many Arab countries had traditionally followed the Arab Peace Initiative (2002), which 

stated that relations with Israel should be normalized only after the establishment of an 

independent Palestinian state. 

Critics argue that the Abraham Accords: 

 Weakened the collective Arab negotiating position.  

 Reduced pressure on Israel regarding the Palestinian issue.  

 Left the core Israel–Palestine conflict unresolved.  

Supporters argue that regional cooperation itself can create conditions conducive to long-term 

peace. 
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24J7. Warning signals for India from NATO‘s Ankara summit 

                                                        

 The heads of state or government of the 32 countries that are politico-military allies under 
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) met in Ankara, Türkiye, on July 7-8, 2026 
for what is called the Ankara Summit. 

                        (NATO)                   -            32 द                      
                                  7-8      , 2026                                        ई  

 Their stated objective was to review progress made since the 2025 Summit in The Hague 
and to set out a roadmap for continuing delivery on NATO‘s key objectives. 

उ          उ      द               2025                      ई                        
             उ                 प                   -     प                   

 First, the 32 NATO allies — too often divided by divergent objectives and capacities — 
agreed on their ―ironclad commitment‖ to collective defence under Article 5 of the 
Washington Treaty, and to the transatlantic bond. 

   , 32             द       —              उ       औ                                 — 

                       द 5                               -           ब            प   ―     

   ब    ‖          
 Second, the unanimous endorsement of ―The Hague defence commitment‖, in which all 

NATO members undertook last year to allocate at least five per cent of their respective 
Gross Domestic Products (GDPs) on defence by 2035 — an unprecedented hike over the 
two per cent spending pledge that existed earlier. 

      , ―द            ब    ‖                                 ई,                       
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              प        2035     प  - प                 द (GDP)      -  -              

    प                  प        ,    प       द                                प              
 Third, NATO declared its ―unwavering support for Ukraine‖ in defending its freedom, 

sovereignty and territorial integrity. 

     ,                         ,                                         प   ―          ‖    
          

 Fourth, the alliance partners vowed to build a high technology, high capacity, Europe-wide 
defence industrial base (DIB) — the term for the network of firms, factories, laboratories and 

skilled workers needed to build and sustain a country’s military power. 

     ,                                    ,                    -          औ            
(DIB)                  प     ,                                        उ                    
        प    ,        ,                                                         

 The focus in Ankara was overwhelmingly on implementation — turning political commitments 
into military capability through investment, industrial capacity and innovation. 

                             प           ,             , औ                                

                                               प              
 Russia accuses the U.S. and European democracies of unbridled expansionism, through 

NATO‘s progressive incorporation of East and Central European countries. 

                               प                                        द             प    
                           प           प           

 These include Poland, Romania, the Baltic states, and former Soviet republics that 
Moscow has historically regarded as lying within its sphere of influence. 

इ         ,         , ब      द       प                          ,                       प    
 प                                   

 Russia‘s invasion of Ukraine in 2022 was driven in part by the fear that Kyiv was inching 
towards joining the Atlantic alliance, a step that would have increased NATO‘s numbers 
from just 12 countries at its founding in 1949 to 31 now. 

2022                   प                       प    इ                                    

  ब                                          ,       1949       प          12 द              
                   31          

 The Russian invasion effectively blocked Ukraine, but spooked historically neutral Finland 
and Sweden into abandoning non-alignment and becoming NATO‘s 31st and 32nd 
members. 

                   प                                         ,       इ              प 

                   औ                                              31   औ  32    द        
               

NATO’s transformations 

         प      

 NATO, however, sees itself not as expansionist, but as merely adapting to Europe‘s 
changing strategic landscape. 

       ,      (NATO)                 द            ,               बद                     
    प                                    

 In 1990-91, with the relatively peaceful ending of the Cold War and the dissolution of the 
Warsaw Pact, NATO shifted its focus to out of area operations in theatres such as the 
Balkans. 

1990-91                 प            प                       (Warsaw Pact)                 
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         प               ब               (Out of Area Operations)                      , 
        ब          

 After the 9/11 strikes in 2001 on the World Trade Center towers, NATO made another 
strategic shift, joining the Global War on Terror. 

2001                  प      9/11                        औ         प            औ         

      द               (Global War on Terror)                  
 Ankara Summit, Europe has prioritised the revitalisation of its Defence Industrial Base 

(DIB). 

                                 प                    प       औ            (Defence 

Industrial Base - DIB)    प                          
 The European defence industry was struggling to scale up production even before the five 

per cent defence spending pledge at The Hague. 

                  द                                                 प       उ प             
                 

 European defence industry giants, MBDA and Rheinmetall, have warned of shortages in 
ammunition production. 

    प               प     MBDA औ  Rheinmetall        -ब  द     द                           
 Operation Epic Fury, the U.S.-Israel bombing campaign against Iran, illustrates the 

inevitability of weapons and ammunition shortages when Asian allies‘ demands for U.S. 
weaponry compete with ongoing European needs. 

                  (Operation Epic Fury),                         -                 
         ,                                                              ,                 
                 प           ,            औ      -ब  द         प                   

 The U.S. has fired more than 850 Tomahawk cruise missiles at Iran during this campaign. 

इ                                  प  850                                     
 The resulting strategic mismatch has been found during the Ukraine war to cluster in the 

critical categories of air defence missiles and interceptors, precision guided munitions, 
and artillery rockets. 

इ    उ प                                             प                                   , 
    -  द          ,                             प               प    प        ई       

 While the U.S. decision to allow Ukraine to produce Patriot air defence systems under 
licence is a strong signal of support to Ukraine, more needs to be done. 

    प                          इ                                       उ प                   
                                    ,        इ                              

 Half of Europe‘s defence spending between 2022-2024, came from the U.S., up from 28% 
in 2019-2021. 

2022-2024                                                    ,      2019-2021       28% 

    

Need for self-reliance 

                      

 For the world’s big arms buyers and especially for India, this spike in European demand is 
bad news. 

                      द   ,             ,                                                  
 As NATO spends more, the international arms bazaar is shifting inexorably from a buyers‘ 

market to a sellers‘ market. 
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    -                              ,                   ब         -        द       ब                 
   ब        प                   

 The first sign of this was the delay by U.S. firm General Electric Aerospace in supplying 
India with F-404 fighter jet engines, which are critically needed for the Indian Air Force‘s 
Tejas light combat aircraft programme. 

इ    प                    प                         (General Electric Aerospace)       
        F-404                      प          ई        ,                                        
                                    

 Looking ahead, as India‘s defence increasingly relies on new-age defence technologies 
and weaponry, such as drones, artificial intelligence, cyber and electronic warfare and 
resilient networks, it will become critical for its defence industry to achieve self-reliance in 

these technology realms, rather than relying on overstretched suppliers who have their own 
battles to fight. 

        ,     -                                                   औ                ,      
   ,       ब       ,    ब                    ,                 प                 ,     -     इ  

                                                                         ,      उ  

                प           प               ,             प                          प      
    

 
 
 

24J7. Trump‘s bunker buster gamble on Pickaxe Mountain 
                      ब   -ब    द    
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 U.S. faces a complex challenge at Iran’s Pickaxe Mountain, where powerful bunker buster 
bombs meet hardy geological formations; success is also limited by a critical minerals 
crunch, and could force Trump to shift from destruction to disabling surface infra and 
subterranean access tunnels, with the deep, rugged mountain potentially placing Tehran‘s 
underground facility beyond the bombs’ reach. 

            ई                   प                               प        ,               
ब   -ब    ब                                         ;                                   
        , औ  इ                                                                         

                प     प         ,               औ        प                            

                 प                         
 Conventional bombs explode on or near a target surface, with the explosion and fragments, 

e.g. shrapnel, rendering the bomb’s damage. 

          ब             प     उ                       , औ                 (     )    
             प            

 But when a target is buried deep under a mountain, the soil and rock mass surrounding it can 
absorb enough of the blast’s energy to keep the target from being damaged too much. 

            ई          प                ई               ,    उ                     औ  
                                 प      ऊ                         ,                   

         प        
 This is the situation facing the Donald Trump administration as it mulls plans to bomb 

Pickaxe Mountain in Iran, where The Wall Street Journal has reported Israel believes 
Tehran has moved several centrifuges — the machines that purify uranium to make an a-
bomb. 

                                       ,       ई                   प                  प  
               ,      द                    प              इ   इ                            ई 

         —                         प                                   —                    
        

 The need to bomb targets under a thick layer of earth led scientists to invent bunker buster 
bombs. 

              प                     प                                      ब   -ब    ब  

                               
 Instead of exploding when they come in contact with the earth, these bombs are designed to 

penetrate soil, rock, and even reinforced concrete before detonating. 

           प                                , इ              ,      , औ              ब    

                                             इ               
 The U.S.‘s most powerful conventional bunker buster is the GBU-57A/B Massive Ordnance 

Penetrator, shortened to MOP. 

                          प   प        -     GBU-57A/B Massive Ordnance Penetrator, 

         प    MOP            ,     
 The world’s largest non-nuclear bomb, a single MOP weighs around 13.6 tonnes and is 

currently delivered only by the U.S. Air Force‘s B2 Spirit stealth bomber. 

                       -प        ,    MOP,      13.6                 औ            इ        

                    B2              ब  ब                         
 The MOP entered combat for the first time during the U.S.‘s June 2025 strikes against Iran 

in the 12-Day War. 

 MOP    प                उप        2025    ई    प                           12- द          
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 The MOP does not drill through rock. 

 MOP                                     
 Instead, it uses an enormous amount of kinetic energy to punch its way through. 

 इ        ,                                           उप             
 The B2 Spirit can cruise at an altitude of 50,000 ft. 

 B2             50,000        ऊ   ई प  उ                
 When a 13.6-tonne object is dropped from that height, it will have a theoretical maximum 

kinetic energy of 2 gigajoules (GJ) when it reaches the ground — about as much energy 
with which American Airlines Flight 11 smashed into North Tower on 9/11 — and at a 
speed of nearly 2,000 km/hr. 

    13.6         ई  प   उ  ऊ   ई                  ,         प  प       प  उ               प    
       2         (GJ)                —      उ       ऊ          9/11                  

               11                        प     — औ  इ             2,000     /           
 In reality, the MOP will face significant atmospheric drag and, from that altitude, will reach 

the ground at 1,000-1,300 km/hr, with a kinetic energy of 0.6-0.8 GJ. 

             , MOP    प                                      प     औ  उ  ऊ   ई          प  
   1,000-1,300     /                    प  प       ,       0.6-0.8 GJ                 

 This is still equivalent to the energy released by detonating around 170 kg of TNT. 

                170         TNT                          ऊ                 
 And to ensure this helps the MOP get as close to the target as possible, it features a 

hardened steel casing, a nose only a few tens of centimetres across, and a delayed fuse 

that kicks off only after the bomb has burrowed underground. 

 औ                             MOP                      उ         प     , इ              

       ,                                  , औ          ब              ,                 

                                  
 If the MOP has a kinetic energy of 0.7 GJ, a nose 20 cm wide will exert a pressure 2.1-lakh-

times the atmospheric pressure, and if it’s able to penetrate 1 m of rock, a force equivalent 
to 71,000 tonnes under earth’s gravity. 

     MOP              0.7 GJ   ,    20           उ                             2.1     

                     , औ         1                              ,       प                   

       71,000                उ प          
 If multiple MOPs are dropped in sequence over the same point, each one can penetrate 

deeper than the last. 

                प         ई MOP           ,              प                   ई         

            

Cost of making an MOP 

MOP ब             

 The unit cost of an MOP is not available in the public domain but estimates in the media 
suggest $15-20 million per bomb. 

 MOP        इ  ई                प    उप           ,                                        

                15-20                         
 The need for multiple bombs may also weigh heavily on the U.S. government‘s mind in 

terms of their demand for critical minerals. 

  ई                                                                                        
            

 As researchers from the Payne Institute of Public Policy wrote in March this year, ―The 
biggest issue for the [American] defense industrial base will be sourcing the 77.3 kg of 
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gallium needed‖ to rebuild the advanced radars in Bahrain and Qatar damaged by Iranian 
missiles, ―a material for which China controls 98% of the global supply... 

                                                        इ                  , ―[       ]     
औ                                  77.3                   उप          ‖,       
        ब     औ                                 उ              प                     , 
―                       उ प       98%                    ...‖ 

 As the long conflict in Ukraine has already illustrated, war is being costed in the wrong units. 

                                प                   ,                                           
        

 The relevant metric is not merely how many launchers there are at the start of the war, but 
how many precision weapons and interceptors can be fired on days two, 20, and 200, and 

how quickly industry can replace them.‖ 

       प                                                    उप      ,                  द    , 
ब     औ  द        द                    औ                                उ     उ          
        प                      ‖ 

 Again, while a bill of materials isn’t available for the MOP, a survey of other precision-guided 
penetrators suggests each bomb may include up to a quintal of tungsten, tens to hundreds 
of grams of rare-earth elements, and several other critical minerals of varying quantities in 

between. 

       ,     प MOP               उप           ,         -  द              ब               
                                                   , द       द                            , 

                    ई                                     
 For all the impressive forces the MOP is capable 

 MOP                        उ प                 ... 

Pickaxe Mountain and the limits of the MOP 
            औ  MOP           

 For all the impressive forces the MOP is capable of, a mountain can be much more 
formidable. 

 MOP                        उ प                 ,    प    उ                             
         

 Iran hasn’t released geological surveys of Pickaxe Mountain — which locals know as Kuh-
e Kolang Gaz La. 

                                                            ,                    - -      

                           
 But the Karkas Range that it is part of is predominantly volcanic in origin, with surveys 

indicating it consists mainly of volcanic rocks from the Eocene period. 

                                        , उ    उ प                       , औ            
                           प                                              

 Volcanic rocks like andesites and rhyolites are generally hard and difficult to excavate. 

          औ                                                        औ  उ        ई           

         
 The mountain itself is also steep and rugged, a topology that lends itself to subterranean 

facilities as the valleys can host access roads while the ridges provide rock cover. 

    प                            औ  ऊ  -       -             ,                           

उप                      प                         ,      प                         उप    
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 Based on satellite images provided by Vantor, the Institute for Science and International 
Security (ISIS), a U.S.-based think tank, has suggested that the main access tunnels enter 

horizontally through the mountainside. 

             उप       ई  ई                    प ,                                           

                        (ISIS)                                      प                      प    
              

 Pickaxe Mountain rises 1,600 m above sea level and the nuclear complex is expected (but 
not confirmed) to be at least 100 m underground. 

                        1,600      ऊ       औ               (        इ    प            ई   )    

               -  -   100                      
 Bunker buster bombs like the MOP are generally most effective against facilities whose 

location and layout are well-understood and when the target doesn’t lie beyond the bomb’s 
penetrative capability. 

 MOP      ब   -ब    ब           उ                                         ,            

औ                                                             ई प        
 A facility buried under tens of metres of soil or rock can be vulnerable if an MOP gets close 

enough for the explosion — of the bomb’s 2-2.5 tonnes of explosive charge — and shock 
waves to damage or destabilise the structure. 

       ई MOP प           प        ,                       ई          ई           ई        
         2-2.5                उ प              (        )                                

 The bombs also fare better against targets that don’t move, such as underground buildings, 
centrifuge halls, command centres, and aircraft shelters. 

       उ                                          ,                ,             ,           , 
औ                 

 On the flip side, the MOPs become less effective the more deeply a facility is buried, since 

every additional layer of rock or reinforced concrete can absorb some of the bomb’s energy 
before the facility itself becomes vulnerable. 

         ,                               ई         प  MOP उ                          ,       

                                      प             ऊ                        
 Simply increasing the bomb’s speed at the moment of impact is also not an option. 

                                             ई                 
 Beyond a threshold, the impact can deform the bomb’s casing, rendering it less effective. 

                          प                                     ,       उ              
               

 Different rocks also transmit shock waves differently. 

                                                 -                     
 Andesite and rhyolite are both stiff rocks and thus transmit shock waves well, but the rocks 

themselves can withstand high compressive stresses before fracturing. 

          औ                              , इ                                        ,       

         प       उ                               
 Rhyolite is also more brittle and can develop multiple cracks. 

                             औ  इ                                  
 Note, however, that Pickaxe Mountain‘s actual response to multiple MOP strikes will depend 

on existing fractures as well as on the properties of the many other rock types present, plus 
the effects of any reinforcing structures. 

        ,                                       ई MOP                             प    
              ,                                                                प        
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 Since the Trump administration is mulling bombing Pickaxe Mountain vis-à-vis Iran‘s 
nuclear programme, to which the U.S. is opposed, military planners will be considering 

destroying the underground facility as much as rendering enough damage to delay the 
programme, and perhaps even disrupting operations by collapsing the access tunnels. 

                                                               प         प                 , 
                           , इ                                                   -    उ   
इ           प        प                                                                         
                             

Lessons from Fordow 
              ब  

 In fact, the June 2025 attack by the U.S. illustrates the possibilities at hand at present. 

         ,     2025                                                               
 Iran built its Fordow nuclear site inside a mountain so that it could survive air attacks. 

          प                                प                            ई                   

     
 During Operation Midnight Hammer, seven B2 bombers dropped 12 MOPs on Fordow 

(and two on the Natanz site). 

                                  B2 ब  ब           प  12 MOP       (औ            प    )  
 According to the Pentagon, the bombers delivered the bombs in sequence aiming for a pair 

of ventilation shafts. 

                 ,                          औ  उ                                      
 The first MOPs damaged the reinforced concrete over each shaft and the subsequent ones 

punched deeper. 

 प    MOP                  ऊप        ब                         औ            उ       
         ई    प       

 However, in the aftermath, U.S. officials said the facility had suffered severe damage while 
independent assessments said the attack delayed the nuclear programme rather than 

eliminating it. 

        , इ                                                        प     ,                  
          इ                                                   उ                

 On-ground inspection has of course been impossible. 

           प   ,     प                                   
 The Wall Street Journal recently reported that Israeli intelligence believes Tehran moved 

several tonnes of centrifuges into the facility under Pickaxe Mountain after Operation 
Midnight Hammer. 

 द                              प                                                         

                               ई                                                              
     

 However, the facility is also believed to be even deeper than that at Fordow, potentially 
deliberately beyond the reach of MOPs. 

        ,                                                     ई           ,                 
MOP    प              

 In a July 14 assessment, ISIS experts wrote, ―The site, in its present condition, would be 
more suitable for ground forces to attack or sabotage like the destruction of the advanced 
centrifuge assembly centre‖. 

 14                     ISIS                   , ― प                                ब   
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              उ                ब                                                         

उप          ‖ 
 But as The Guardian put it, ―The deployment of ground operations has so far been a red 

line for Trump and there has been no suggestion that he is any closer to considering such a 

move, even after the recent escalation‖. 

       द                  , ―                                                                
औ                                   ई                     इ              प                
          प         ‖ 

 Given these constraints, future military operations could focus less on destroying the 
chambers housing the facility and more on collapsing the access points or damaging 
supporting infrastructure, such as power lines aboveground. 

 इ                     ,                                                                ब द    
                 ब                                             प                     
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24J7. Core upgrade 

                      
 The other metrics such as the national accounts, Consumer 

Price Index (CPI), Wholesale Price Index (WPI), and the Index of 
Industrial Production (IIP) were updated earlier this year, although 

even those were after considerable delays. 

           ,                  (National Accounts),              

        (CPI),                  (WPI)     औ           द          

(IIP)    इ                                   ,     प उ            
              

 The ICI has now joined their ranks with the June data being 
based on a new series with an updated base year, an additional 
sector being covered, and revised weights and methodologies. 

   ICI    इ                         ,                        ई        
(New Series) प           ,                      (Base Year),    

                     ,                 (Weights) औ               
(Methodologies)           

 This is a welcome upgrade. 

                          
 The performance of these core industries is a vital 

barometer of the state of the economy. 

इ                                                       प    
         

 Improvements have also been made to how the steel and 
coal sectors are measured in order to remove the previous double-
counting that was taking place. 

प              द          (Double-counting)                  उ         
      (Steel) औ        (Coal)           प     प                      
        

 All of this perhaps reflects the rising share of renewables in 
electricity generation, even as demand for electricity itself surges. 

                     द                                               
  ,       ब                                  

 However, two of the strong growth numbers — iron ore by 
43.9% and electricity by 9.8% — were due to a statistical base 
effect since both sectors had contracted in June last year. 

       ,                   —             43.9%               9.8% — 

                           (Statistical Base Effect)    प         , 
       प                                                    

 The new series highlights some of the systemic issues that 
the old series did, such as the persistent contraction of the crude oil and natural gas 

sectors. 

                प                                             उ            ,               

(Crude Oil)                                               
 With the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation handling the CPI and the 

IIP, it only makes sense for the WPI and ICI to move to it from their current home in the 
Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

                                        CPI     IIP                   ,                    
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   WPI औ  ICI       उ                 ,                               ,                  
उ                               
 

Currently: 

 Consumer Price Index (CPI) is prepared by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation (MoSPI). 

 Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is also prepared by MoSPI. 

However: 

 Wholesale Price Index (WPI) is prepared by the Department for Promotion of Industry and 
Internal Trade (DPIIT) under the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 Index of Core Industries (ICI) is also prepared by the Ministry of Commerce and Industry. 

 Since CPI, IIP, WPI, and ICI are all important macroeconomic indicators used to measure 
inflation and industrial performance, many experts believe it would be more logical if all 

these indices were compiled by a single ministry—MoSPI. 

This would: 

 Ensure uniform statistical methods and base-year revisions. 

 Improve coordination and consistency among economic indicators. 

 Reduce duplication of work across ministries. 

 Strengthen the credibility and reliability of India's official economic statistics. 

 

 

22J7. India‘s ICI gets an updated series: what has changed? 

                              :                   ? 

 The Union Government has released an updated series of its Index of Core Industries 
(ICI), which is a key measure of how the main industrial sectors in India’s economy are doing. 
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                               (      )                           ,                      
        औ                          प             प               

 This update now brings the ICI on a par with other recently updated metrics such as the 
national accounts (Gross Domestic Product and Gross Value Added), inflation, and the 
Index of Industrial Production (IIP). 
इ                                                                ,                  
(              द                  ),          ,     औ           द          (      )    
                

What are the key changes in the new ICI series? 

                                       ? 

 The previous ICI had a base year of 2011-12, which was significantly outdated. 

प                          2011-12   ,         प                  
 So, the first major update of the new series of the index was to bring forward the base year to 

2022-23. 

इ      ई           प         प                         2022-23          
 This makes the data more reflective of current reality, and thus makes it a more useful gauge 

of industrial activity. 

इ                 प                                              औ  औ                    
                 उप              

 The second major change was to increase the number of sectors covered to nine from the 
previous eight. 

           प                                                          ई     
 The eight sectors earlier covered were coal, crude oil, natural gas, refinery products, 

steel, cement, electricity, and fertilizers. 

प                      —     ,         ,            ,              द,      ,      ,        

           
 Now, the government has said that owing to the intensive use of iron ore in industrial 

production, it has been added to the list of core industries. 

                      औ       उ प                      प  उप                 इ       
                                     

 Other sectoral changes include calculating steel production on a gross output basis rather 
than a net output basis so as to bring this in line with the IIP, which is the other major 

industrial production metric. 

          प                     द                   द               प          द  

     प               ,      इ   औ           द          (      )        प             , 
   औ       उ प                              

 In the coal sector, the updated series will only measure raw coal, and has excluded 
middling and washed coal. 

                                                  प                          औ       
             इ                           

 This change was made to eliminate the double counting that occurred in the previous series, 
as both middling and washed coal are made using raw coal. 

   प       प                           द                                          ,       

              औ                         उ प                                   
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Which sectors have gained or lost weight in the new ICI? 

          (ICI)                           ब            ? 

 The inclusion of the iron ore sector and the resultant increase in the total number of sectors 
to nine would naturally lead to a redistribution of the weights among the sectors. 

                                                                        प        प        

               प                      
 Further, according to the government, it has revised the weights in the new series of the ICI 

to reflect the weights of the same sectors in the IIP. 

इ           ,                  ई        (ICI)                   इ                        
         औ           द          (IIP)                                          

 Both of these factors have led to a significant redistribution of weights among the sectors of 
the ICI. 

इ                       (ICI)                          उ        प                 
 The newly added iron ore sector has been assigned a weight of 4.905% in the index, leaving 

that much less of the total share to be distributed among the other sectors. 

                                      4.905%                        ,                

                                       उ                  
 The coal sector has seen a big downward revision in its significance, with its weight coming 

down from 10.33% to 5.596%. 

                     उ                ई    औ  उ        10.33%          5.596%         
        

 The natural gas sector, too, saw a major downward revision from 6.88% to 3.841%. 

इ                                  6.88%          3.841%                 
 Refinery products saw its weightage reduced from 28.04% to 22.572%. 

             द         28.04%          22.572%                 
 Some sectors increased in significance. 

                         
 The electricity sector, for example, now makes up 30.932% of the entire index, up from the 

earlier 19.85%. 

उ            ,                      प               30.932%          ,    प    19.85%     
 The fertilizers sector saw its weightage increase marginally to 2.731% from 2.63%. 

                            प         2.731%          ,    प    2.63%     

Have these revisions changed the final growth picture? 

                                        बद        ? 

 There is certainly a difference in the data output generated from the old series and the new 
series for the same periods of time. 

        प                                      औ                                             
    

 However, these variations become smaller when scaled up over time and as you move further 
back. 

       ,                             प      प                      प           प             
         

 That is, while the May 2026 growth of the ICI has been revised from 0.5% as per the old 
series to 3.2% in the new series, the full-year growth for 2025-26 was only revised from 
1.1% to 1%. 
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      ,         2026               (ICI)                प                0.5%                ई 

          3.2%               ,      2025-26                 द       1.1%          1%     ई     
 Hence, just because the series has been updated, it does not mean the industrial growth 

picture has radically changed. 

                                                      औ                    प             

 प                

 

24J7. Bank credit-deposit ratio at a 
62-year high of 82.6% in Q1 

               ब            -        

(CD)        62                  
82.6%    

 Indian banks’ credit deposit (CD) ratio 
stood at a 62-year high of 82.6% in the first 
quarter of fiscal 2027 as loans grew faster 
than deposits, as per Centre for Monitoring 
Indian Economy (CMIE) data. 

                                   (CMIE)    
               ,        ब            -        

(CD)                2027                   62 

                  82.6% प  प               

   (Loans)              (Deposits)          
                 

 Loans grew at 18.6% year-on-year (YoY) to ₹219.3 lakh crore while deposits rose 13.3% 
to ₹265.4 lakh crore in Q1. 

             (Q1)       (Loans)    -द -     (YoY) 18.6%      ₹219.3               , 

         (Deposits) 13.3%      ₹265.4              ई  
 The variance between the loan and deposit growth was at 5 percentage points - the widest 

since June quarter of fiscal 2024. 

    औ                           5              ,            2024                           
         

 Since Q1FY22, the least growth in loans was 8.5% whereas deposits did not grow faster 
than 16%. 

 Q1FY22              (Loans)                 8.5%    ,          (Deposits)          16% 

                  
 Analysts say the ratio had more to do with change in liabilities‘ composition. 

          (Analysts)               इ     प                   द  द      (Liabilities)    
              प              

Excess investments 

             

 ―Over the last five years, banks had excess investments on their balance sheet, which 
they had redeployed in loans. 
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 ― प                        ब         प               (Excess Investments)   ,      उ         

(Loans)    प                    
 So, optically, the loan book was growing faster and the investment book growing slower. 

 इ      ,              ब   (Loan Book)                       ,                ब   

(Investment Book)  प                              
 Therefore the CD ratio looked higher. 

 इ          -        (CD)                 ई       
 Second, banks’ capital is at life-time high and this gets lent out,‖ said Piran Engineer, 

senior research analyst at CLSA. 

          ,               (Capital)  ब                 (Life-time High) प     औ  इ          प 

                 ,‖ CLSA                                                

Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio Explained for a Layperson 

The Credit-Deposit (CD) Ratio measures how much of the money deposited in a bank has been 

lent out as loans. 

Simply put, it answers one question: 

"Out of every ₹100 deposited in a bank, how many rupees has the bank given as 

loans?" 

Example 1: Understanding the Concept 

Suppose a bank receives deposits from customers. 

 Total Deposits = ₹1,000 crore  

The bank does not keep all this money locked in its vault. 

Instead, it lends a large part of it to: 

 Home buyers  

 Farmers  

 Businesses  

 Students  

 Car buyers  

Suppose the bank lends: 

 Total Loans = ₹800 crore  

Then, 

CD Ratio = (800 ÷ 1000) × 100 = 80% 

This means: 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e3
9 

Out of every ₹100 deposited, the bank has lent ₹80 as loans and retained the 

remaining ₹20 (along with other regulatory reserves and liquid assets) for 

liquidity and regulatory requirements. 

Example 2: Two Banks 

Bank A 

 Deposits = ₹10,000 crore  

 Loans = ₹9,000 crore  

CD Ratio = 90% 

This bank is lending aggressively. 

Bank B 

 Deposits = ₹10,000 crore  

 Loans = ₹5,000 crore  

CD Ratio = 50% 

This bank is lending conservatively. 

What does a High CD Ratio mean? 

Suppose the CD Ratio is 95%. 

This means the bank has lent ₹95 out of every ₹100 deposited. 

Advantages 

 More loans for industries, businesses, farmers, and households.  

 Economic activity and investment increase.  

 Bank earns more interest income.  

Risks 

If many customers suddenly come to withdraw their money, the bank may face a liquidity problem 

because most of the money has already been lent. 

What does a Low CD Ratio mean? 

Suppose the CD Ratio is 40%. 

This means: 

 The bank is receiving deposits.  
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 But it is lending only a small portion.  

Possible reasons: 

 Weak demand for loans.  

 Banks are cautious due to economic uncertainty.  

 Concern about rising bad loans (NPAs).  

A very low CD Ratio may indicate that money is lying idle instead of supporting economic 

growth. 

 

 

 

24J7. Indian rice export rates hit 10-month high amid adverse weather 
concerns 

              ब               ब                      द   10                       
        

 Indian rice export prices rose to a near 10-month high this week, driven by tight paddy 
supplies and concerns over the new-season crop after patchy monsoon rainfall, with 
adverse weather keeping traders on edge in major Asian hubs. 
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 इ                                      10                    प  प       ,            

                   ,                                                                       
                                     प               ई            

 India’s 5% broken parboiled variety <RI-INBKN5-P1> was quoted at $356-$361 per tonne, 
up from last week’s $352-$357. 

         5%               (Parboiled)           <RI-INBKN5-P1>        356-361          

      ,     प             352-357                         
 Indian 5% broken white rice was priced at $355 to $360 per tonne. 

         5%             द              355    360                  
 ―Paddy prices have risen as market supplies remain tight. 

 ―                 ई                    प                 ई     
 Exporters are raising their offers to reflect higher procurement costs,‖ a Kolkata-based 

trader said. 

          प   प                                      द      (Procurement Costs)    
             ,‖                  प            

 Thailand‘s 5% broken rice <RI-THBKN5-P1> was quoted at $450 to $460 per tonne, 
slightly higher from $445-$450 last week. 

           5%               <RI-THBKN5-P1>        450    460                ,     प    
         445-450                              

 ―The price increase was driven by domestic factors,‖ a Bangkok-based trader said. 

 ―                                     ,‖ ब              प            
 ―Only regular customers were making purchases, with no large lots coming in yet, while 

spot or occasional buyers are purchasing less,‖ the trader said, adding that there were also 
concerns about the upcoming crop yields. 

 ―                                     ,                           ,                 -     
   द           द                       ,‖    प           औ                             
  द                            

 Another trader said that demand has been quiet while the supply situation would be more 

clear next month. 

           प                                      ई   ,                                 
      प         

 In Bangladesh, rice prices have risen over the past week, especially for fine varieties, amid 
concerns over tightening supplies after successive weather-related shocks. 

 ब     द       प                                            ई   ,                     ,       

              ब                 प        औ                        
 Traders cited higher paddy prices and recent flood damage, which affected crops across at 

least 28,610 hectares in 12 districts, including paddy fields and rice seed beds. 

                     ब             औ         ब                    उ         ,       12         
  -  -   28,610                               ,                  औ               (Rice 

Seed Beds)           
 Earlier this year, heavy pre-monsoon rains and upstream inflows damaged the country’s 

summer rice crop in the northeastern wetlands, leaving it with an estimated rice 
production shortfall of more than 200,000 metric tons. 

 इ                         -            औ                                       -              
                                  प       ,                द     2,00,000             
                         ई  

 Meanwhile, in Vietnam, 5% broken rice <RIVNBKN5-P1> was offered at $430 on Thursday, 
down from a range of $445-$450 last week. 
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 इ     ,            5%               <RIBBON 5-P1>    प               430             

   ,     प             445-450                              
 ―Supplies are building up from the ongoing summer-autumn harvest,‖ a trader based in Ho 

Chi Minh City said. 

 ―           -  द          (Summer-Autumn Harvest)                         ,‖       
                   प            

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
24J7. Is FCNR(B) a litmus test for diaspora deposits? 

    FCNR(B)                                                  ? 

 Foreign currency non-resident (Bank) or FCNR(B) deposits, which were introduced in 
1993, will prove to be a litmus test for the country’s ability to mobilise long-term foreign 
currency resources from its vast global diaspora. 

   द                 (ब  )      FCNR(B)    ,       1993                   ,         प   
                      द      द           द                                               

                
 At a time of geopolitical fragmentation, volatile capital flows and uncertain interest-rate 

cycles (as inflation risks persist) that are redefining international finance, these 
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instruments have become a strategic macroeconomic rupee stabilisation tool, but at the 
risk of increasing external liabilities. 

                                ,                                  -द     (      

                             )                   प  प                  ,                    

                                        ,       इ        ब    द  द                 
                      

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) revived the FCNR(B) concessional swap window, last 
used when Dr. Raghuram Rajan was the Governor, to strengthen foreign exchange (forex) 
reserves, helping defend the rupee, which has depreciated 12% year-on-year (July 22) vis-
a-vis the U.S. Greenback, reflecting the elevated geopolitical risks, stronger dollar, higher 
import dependence and recently negative foreign direct investments (FDI). 

              ब   (RBI)    FCNR(B)                       प            ,                 उप    

                    .                     ,        द               (            )               
       औ                       ,    22                                     -द -    12% 

                                          ,           ,                              
                द          (FDI)               

Design features 

                 

 The FCNR(B) deposits — designed to pre-empt external vulnerabilities — provide 
relatively stable, medium-term foreign currency resources compared to volatile foreign 
portfolio investors, whose total withdrawals from Indian equities stood at ₹2.87 lakh crore 
between January and first week of June 2026, surpassing the ₹1.66 lakh crore pulled out 
in entire 2025. 

 FCNR(B)     —       ब                 प         प       उ                           — 

        द                                    प                           द                

उप                           2026                                      उ               ₹2.87 

            ,    प    2025              ₹1.66                      
 The RBI launched a special FCNR(B) deposit framework for fresh deposits mobilised until 

September 30, 2026, to attract foreign currency inflows from NRIs/PIOs/OICs, making it 
one of the central pillars of India‘s external financing strategy. 

 RBI    30     ब , 2026        ई            ई                       FCNR(B)               

    ,      NRI/PIO/OIC      द                                 औ  इ           ब            

                                            
 The new scheme, which allows banks to offer higher interest rates by bearing hedging 

costs, aims to attract $50-70 billion. 

  ई      ,                                          द                         ,    उ      50-70 

  ब                      
 It comes at a time when FCNR(B) deposit inflows have weakened sharply, with net inflows 

dropping to just $946 million in FY26 from $7.1 billion in FY25, a decline of nearly 86%. 

                ई       FCNR(B)                         ई    औ            FY25    7.1 

  ब              FY26         946                      ,         86%               
 Under the new arrangement, the RBI is offering a concessional foreign exchange swap 

facility to banks for FCNR(B) deposits with maturities ranging from three to five years, 
significantly reducing the cost of hedging foreign currency exposure. 

  ई               RBI,                    प  प          FCNR(B)                            
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  द                                   ,         द                                    उ        

          
 This implies around a 3% discount to prevailing FX swap rates of 2.8% to 3.3% for the 3-5 

year tenor. 

 इ              3-5                          2.8%    3.3% FX      द                    3% 

               
 For NRIs and other eligible investors looking to park foreign currency deposits in India 

without taking rupee exchange-rate risk, the RBI measures could translate into higher 
returns and more attractive deposit offerings. 

                        द                     द                             NRI औ      प   

               RBI                                                  प                    
 Most large banks offer around 6% and some smaller/private banks offer up to 7.1% under 

the RBI swap window compared to virtually risk-free, highly liquid U.S. Treasury carrying 4-
4.4%. 

                      6%             /     ब  , RBI                   7.1%               

         ,                -     औ                           प  4-4.4%                 
 Normally, banks cannot sustainably offer dollar deposit rates substantially above U.S. 

Treasury yields because of hedging costs. 

                                                                            द          प    
              

 The RBI‘s swap window has effectively removed much of that cost, enabling banks to offer 
higher returns on U.S. dollar deposits than U.S. government securities yield. 

 RBI                         प    उ                                    ,                   
         प                                                     प          

 This temporary interest-rate premium explains the surge in NRI interest and the strong 
inflows witnessed since the scheme’s launch. 

               -द                               NRI    ब                    द              

                   
 So far, going by the data, the response from the Indian diaspora has been phenomenal as 

total foreign currency mobilisation reached $20.72 billion, of which $17.4 billion (at the 
time of writing) or 84% came through FCNR(B) deposits alone; making it the dominant 

source of inflows under the scheme, which represent a significant structural advantage. 

       उप                   ,                 द                                        

      द               20.72   ब         प        ,          17.4   ब      (           ) 

     84%      FCNR(B)                    ,                                              
                   औ         प                                

cant structural advantage. 

                         

 Most of the inflows across the industry are expected to trickle in during the latter half of 
August and September. 

 प    उ                  द              (Inflows)         औ      ब     उ                   -     
       उ         

 Quoting economists, Reuters on Wednesday (July 22, 2026) said the RBI has likely used 
part of the initial inflows from its foreign-currency deposit drive to unwind a portion of 
massive forex forward book. 

                             ,           ब      (22      , 2026)           RBI            प   
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  द                                                       उप     प                       
ब                                          

 Deposits are maintained in designated foreign currencies such as the U.S. Dollar, Pound 
Sterling, Euro, Japanese Yen, Australian Dollar and Canadian Dollar. 

                  द                            ,             ,     ,           ,                

औ                              
 Both principal and interest remain denominated in foreign currency, insulating depositors 

from rupee depreciation. 

       (Principal) औ       (Interest)                               ,                       
                           

Days of yore 

        द  

 Historically, India‘s external stress coincided with underlying vulnerabilities, including wide 
current account deficits, limited forex reserves, or constrained access to global capital. 

           प   ,         ब    दब   उ                             ,                         , 
        द              ,                            प                   

 The country had seen Resurgent India Bonds (RIB) in 1998, India Millennium Deposits 
(IMD) in 2000 and FCNR(B) deposits in 2013, each of which had a common mandate of 
raising forex reserves but were fundamentally different in character and structure. 

        1998                  ब     (RIB), 2000                             (IMD) औ  2013    
FCNR(B)         ,            उ        द                       ,       उ          औ         
     प            

 RIBs — issued by State Bank of India (SBI) with sovereign/RBI backing — were a one-
time emergency fundraising after India conducted the Pokhran-II nuclear tests, triggering 
economic sanctions by the U.S. and several Western nations. 

 RIBs,                   ब   (SBI)         /RBI                             ,            
     -II                                         प                             ,       
             औ   ई        द                          

 IMDs were a series of foreign currency deposits introduced in 2000 by SBI to bolster 
India’s forex reserves and stabilise the rupee in the wake of post-Pokhran sanctions and 
dotcom bust. 

 IMDs     2000    SBI               ई   द                                    ,       उ      

          द                             औ           ब द        ब                           

                      
 In 2013, during the ―taper tantrum‖, banks raised about $34 billion from the Indian 

diaspora to help stabilize the currency through the first edition of FCNR(B). 

 2013    "         "         ,                         द           34   ब                 

FCNR(B)    प                                                 

Current phase 

           

 Unlike earlier stress episodes, the current phase is unfolding against a backdrop of 
significantly stronger macroeconomic fundamentals and FCNR(B) deposits are now being 
deployed amid elevated global uncertainty, volatile capital flows, persistent geopolitical 
conflicts and an evolving global interest-rate cycle. 

 प                  प   ,                                                           
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प                            औ  FCNR(B)                             ,                 , 

                        औ                   -द            उप                      
 With forex reserves of more than $650 billion, no balance-of-payments crisis, and 

investment-grade macroeconomic fundamentals, the RBI aims to build additional buffers 
against geopolitical uncertainty and volatile capital flows. 

 650   ब                   द              ,                          प               -     

                                  , RBI    उ                           औ              
                                               

 While the RBI‘s swap facility has greatly boosted FCNR(B) mobilisation, sustaining inflows 
— notably from West Asia, which accounts for nearly 50% of India’s inward remittances — 
will become increasingly challenging if geopolitical tensions persist, labour market 
conditions weaken and remittance growth slows. 

     प RBI                   FCNR(B)               द                                    ,     
          प                                ,                     (Remittances)         

50%   ,                                                          ,    ब           प   औ  
                        

 Although India continues to receive the world’s largest remittance inflows (about $129 
billion in 2024, according to the World Bank), growth from Gulf countries has moderated as 
governments pursue labour nationalisation policies, oil-price volatility affects fiscal 
spending and infrastructure projects, and hiring of expatriate workers slows in certain 

sectors. 

     प                                                      (      ब             2024    
     129   ब     ),            द       इ                   ई                              

            प         ,                                   औ  ब     द                      
                                                             ई     

 With West Asia in turmoil, banks, especially in the Gulf countries, are offering competitive 
dollar deposit rates, making it difficult for the Indian lenders to compete. 

                उ  -प          ,        प         द               प            द            , 
             ब               प                         

 Reuters had reported that the UAE banks are stepping up generous deposit offers as they 
face digital rivals and war risks. 

                             ब        (UAE)                          औ         ब           
                                    प              

 There have been reports that the RBI and the UAE Central Bank have had parleys on 
reported concerns of crowding out due to Indian banks’ dollar deposits. 

       प          RBI औ  UAE      ब                                                  

                               प           ई     
 Small and mid-sized private sector banks, which neither have overseas branches nor a 

GIFT City presence, are now exploring tie-ups with large Indian banks that have a presence 
in GIFT City so that their NRI customers can get the benefit from leverage FCNR(B) 
deposits. 

      औ                           ब  ,                                औ       GIFT City    
उप        ,    उ             ब                                                   GIFT City    
उप        ,      उ    NRI      FCNR(B)            उ        

 Although FCNR(B) deposits eliminate exchange-rate risk for depositors, NRIs may still 
compare returns with the U.S. Treasury securities, global money market funds, and dollar 
bonds. 

     प FCNR(B)                             द                           ,        NRI 

 प                                         ,                       औ       ब                    
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 If global interest rates stay elevated, the relative attractiveness of FCNR(B) deposits 

diminishes. 

                 द   ऊ               ,    FCNR(B)                                      
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24J7. Are smartphones becoming smarter with the rise of on-device AI? 

      -              ब                           ब        ब        ? 

 The transition of Artificial Intelligence (AI) from the cloud to the local device, often called 
on-device AI, is arguably the most significant shift in the smartphone industry since the 
inception of the app ecosystem. 

                    इ           ब        (AI)             ,                 -           

           ,                                         उ                        प           
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 For over a decade, consumer AI has been synonymous with the cloud. 

                      उप                                                           
        

 When you asked a question to an assistant, your data travelled across the globe to a massive 
data centre, was processed, and then sent back to your device. 

    प        ई              प       ,     प                                            
   प         ,      उ                    औ      प       प       इ  प    प                

 Now, users are witnessing a seismic shift. 

   उप                     प                          
 Intelligence is moving from remote servers to the silicon residing in their handheld devices. 

                                उ                  उप                        प             

What is on-device AI? 

  -                 ? 

 On-device AI refers to the processing of machine learning algorithms and generative AI 
models directly on the smartphone’s local hardware. 

  -                                                                               
                प                   

 Instead of relying on a constant connection to a remote server, the device performs the 
computation using dedicated silicon, primarily Neural Processing Units (NPUs). 

                                      ,     इ     प               ,        प                   

       (NPUs),    उप                              
 In 2026, this is no longer a fringe feature; it is becoming the foundation of how premium 

smartphones function. 

2026            ई                                ई   ,                                       
                         

 Whether it is real-time language translation, advanced computational photography, or 
proactive system optimisation, on-device AI handles these tasks locally. 

         -               द   , उ                                                ,   -

           इ                         प    प            
 The implications for the user experience are profound with faster response times, privacy and, 

crucially, the ability to function without an internet connection. 

इ    उप                                   ,                              ,                
        औ           प                     इ                                             

How has the hardware changed? 

                                   ? 

 The shift to on-device AI has been fuelled by rapid advances in specialised hardware, 
particularly the NPU. 

  -                    प                         ,               ,                     

             
 Unlike general-purpose CPUs or graphics-heavy GPUs, NPUs are purpose-built to handle 

the mathematical heavy lifting required by neural networks. 

                         (CPU)            -            (GPU)      प   ,        (NPU) 

       प                                                                             
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 In recent years, breakthroughs in semiconductor technology have allowed for the 

integration of these powerful chips into mainstream consumer hardware. 

                                (                    )      ई         इ                   
       उप                                                

 As a result, generative AI features that were previously thought to be impossible to run on a 
mobile phone, such as live voice-to-voice translation or generative photo editing, are now 

running natively. 

इ    प        प,                                  प        इ      प                   
       ,               -  -          द                       द ,             इ  प          

           
 This has made the smartphone an intelligent, proactive companion as the device is now 

capable of system-wide integration, where the AI can understand the user’s workflow, 
analyse intent and act on their behalf across different applications. 

इ                            औ                        ,                  -      
                ,        ई उप               -                   , उ                    

           औ                     उ                              

What is the most important benefit from on-device AI? 

  -               ब                      ? 

 Perhaps the greatest advance of on-device AI is the easing of tension between 
personalisation and privacy. 

         -                       उप              (           ) औ           
(       )                   प           

 To provide a customised experience, AI needs massive amounts of personal data, including 
financial and health metrics, calendar schedules and behavioural patterns. 

                                                                                     , 
                         ब           ,                            ब                         

 Under a cloud-only model, users are understandably hesitant to share their most intimate 

details that will be processed on remote servers. 

          -               उप                  प     प                                   
             ,       उ                        प           

 On-device AI solves this by turning the smartphone into a black box of personal intelligence. 

  -                                                          ब       प             इ  

                         
 Because data never leaves the hardware, user confidence grows. 

                      इ                               , इ     उप                             
 The device learns from the user locally, creating a bespoke experience that improves with 

every interaction, without ever compromising the individual’s digital footprint. 

    इ             प  उप                    औ        उप                                

                                           ,                            (              ) प    
                    

 This is the holy grail of user experience: having a phone that understands you intimately while 
keeping that understanding entirely to yourself. 

         उप                        —                 प       ई        ,       उ      

   प         प                                 
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What are some of the challenges in adopting on-device AI? 

      -             ब                                          ? 

 Despite the rapid infusion of powerful hardware, a significant gap remains between a 
device’s capabilities and a user’s adoption. 

                                         ,      उप              औ  उप                
उ            उप                         प                     

 Industry analysts suggest that while flagship smartphones offer an impressive suite of 
tools like proactive writing assistance, intelligent summarisation and real-time call 
translation, these features have yet to trigger a super-cycle of upgrades. 

                                  प                                  ,             -
     ,         -              द               उप                ,                           

               (Super-cycle of Upgrades)                          ई     
 For most consumers, current AI features are perceived as nice-to-have enhancements 

rather than essential utilities. 

        उप                                         उप                              

             प                  
 This reveals a critical challenge for manufacturers as they must move beyond marketing 

standalone AI features and integrate the technology so deeply into the system’s workflow 

that the smartphone becomes truly indispensable. 

                             प                                       -                    
                        ,      इ                                इ        ई               
                      प               

 Furthermore, there is a technical limitation. 

इ           ,                             
 While on-device AI is incredibly efficient, it has physical constraints. 

    प       -                        ,        इ                         
 It cannot yet match the sheer scale and raw power of cloud-based large language models. 

            -       ब              (Large Language Models)               औ  
                                     

 The industry is therefore converging on a hybrid application model. 

इ        उ                                                  
 In this ecosystem, the heavy lifting, such as processing massive, multi-modal datasets, 

remains in the cloud, while sensitive and time-critical tasks migrate to the edge. 

इ                  ब  -            -        (Multi-modal Datasets)                      

                            ,                       -               (Edge) प                 

         

What is the future of on-device AI? 

      -             ब                       ? 

 The smartphone industry is undergoing an identity shift. 

                                                         
 The focus has shifted from physical specifications, like the thinness of a bezel or the pixel 

count of a camera, to the sophistication of the AI models powering the device. 

        ब                                                              उप               

                       उ         प                   
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 The game is now in smartphones that are powered by AI with deep, system-wide 
integration, that allows agents to navigate multiple applications, understand context and 

achieve goals on behalf of the user. 

       प    उ                              -             (System-wide Integration)      
                      ,                                                ,                      
    उप                         प                

 As hardware becomes increasingly homogenised across brands, the soul of the smartphone 
will be defined by its intelligence. 

    -                                          (Homogenised)               ,     -              

           प     उ    ब                          
 The bridge to that future is on-device AI, transforming a generic piece of glass and silicon 

into a truly personal, private, and proactive companion. 

उ           प                      -             ,         औ                       

उप                       ,                        प                   
 The challenge for the coming year will be to see if these devices can move from being 

impressive technical demonstrators to essential assistants that the average user relies on 

every single day. 

                                                  उप                          द       

                                        प     ,     प         उप                        
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24J7. Himachal farmers pioneer sustainable cultivation of endangered herb 

                            औ                                   

 In the higher reaches of the Himalayas, an agricultural initiative is helping bring one of the 
region’s most prized medicinal plants back from the brink of extinction. 

          ऊ                    प   इ                      औ     प                           
          प                            

 Decades of destructive wild harvesting pushed Picrorhiza kurroa, known locally as Kutki, a 
herb used in medicinal formulations, onto the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN) Red List. 

            ई                    ई         औ                                       

(Picrorhiza kurroa),              प                     ,                                   

(IUCN)                          ई  
 Now, a sustainable cultivation model adopted by farmers in Himachal Pradesh‘s Mandi 

district is showing promising signs of conserving the species while boosting the rural 

mountain economy. 

           द                                 प                          इ                 

      -    प                                                                  
 For years, harvesting Kutki, the high-value medicinal herb native to the alpine and sub-alpine 

regions (2,700–4,500 metres) of the Himalayas, meant uprooting the plant entirely. 

                 2,700–4,500      ऊ      प इ  औ  उप-  प इ          प ई           उ  -

        औ        -                 ई        प    प               उ             
 Researchers at the Himalayan Research Group (HRG), a Department of Science and 

Technology Core Support Group under the Programme of Science for Equity 
Empowerment and Development (SEED) Division, spent more than a decade developing 

and demonstrating an alternative method. 

                                                      ,                        (SEED) 

                                        (HRG)                         प                   
औ  उ                                            
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 Farmers now harvest only the plant’s side ―stolons‖, leaving the mother plant intact to 

continue producing for years, making the practice sustainable. 

         प            प           ,       ―       (stolon)‖            ,       ई         औ  
    प                         ,                 उ प                 औ     प            

         

From wild to fields 

                

 What started as a research project under the Department of Biotechnology‘s Himalayan 
Bioresource Mission in 2022 has grown into the largest private-land cultivation cluster of this 
endangered species, now spanning nearly 180 farmers across Mandi district. 

   प   2022                                   ब                                प        
    प          ई   ,       इ                             प                             ई   , 
                        180                 

 ―Our initiative is aimed at promoting sustainable cultivation of this high-value medicinal plant.‖ 

―      प      उ      इ  उ  -        औ        प                                ‖ 
 ―This species was collected from the natural habitat in a destructive way of uprooting the 

plant.‖ 

―इ                           प    प       उ                                          ‖ 
 ―There was a myth that still exists that the root of this plant is a drug and is sold in the 

market.‖ 

―                          इ  प             औ       औ  उ                            ‖ 
 ―But technically, it is a side branch which creeps on the soil and possesses nodes and is a 

type of stem and technically called a ‗stolon‘.‖ 

―              प    औ         इ    प                 ,         प          ,             (    ) 

       ,                      औ  इ                  ‗      ‘             ‖ 
 ―Roots are fibrous and possess no medicinal contents and after drying, only these stolons 

are collected for marketing.‖ 

―इ                        औ  उ      ई औ                                                   प   

                       ‖ 
 ―HRG worked extensively to develop sustainable harvesting techniques and has 

demonstrated successfully in the field that Kutki plantation can be a perennial plantation for 
life,‖ said Lal Singh, Director, HRG, based in Shimla. 

           HRG                          , ―HRG           ई                             
       प               औ       प                                               ब       

(Perennial)  प                        ‖ 
 Kutki is currently categorised as an Endangered species on the IUCN Red List, with several 

regional conservation assessments identifying it among the most threatened medicinal plants 
in the Himalayan region. 

                   IUCN                     (Endangered)           प                    
  , औ                            इ                                    औ     

   प                           
 Recognising the threat posed by international trade, it was included in Appendix II of the 

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora 
(CITES). 

              प      उ प                     इ                                              
                            (CITES)           -II (Appendix II)                    



                      
 

  

P
ag

e5
4 

 This listing permits international trade only under regulated conditions and requires export 
permits to ensure that trade does not adversely affect wild populations. 

इ                                  प                 प                                    

      -प          ,         प                    प                प    
 For 70-year-old Narad Ram, a horticulturist from Manjha village in Mandi district, scientific 

cultivation has become a welcome source of additional income. 

                           70      ब                द                                       
       प            ई     

‗Beneficial method‘ 

‗   द        ‘ 

 ―I started planting Kutki in my farmland about 4–5 years ago.‖ 

―          4–5     प     प                                  ‖ 
 ―Before that, I used to collect it from the wild for self-consumption.‖ 

―उ    प       इ    प   उप                               ‖ 
 ―It is disappearing from the forests due to multiple reasons.‖ 

―                              -                          ‖ 
 ―Now I grow and harvest it in my field scientifically.‖ 

―       प          इ                     उ प    औ     ई          ‖ 
 ―Earlier, I used to pluck the whole plant, but now I harvest it with the ‗stolon‘ method.‖ 

―प       प    प       उ           ,             ‗           ‘    इ       ई          ‖ 
 ―They grow further from there, they keep expanding forward and roots sprout from them.‖ 

―इ                                   ,               औ  उ     ई                 ‖ 
 ―This method is beneficial.‖ 

―                         ‖ 
 ―I have been selling it through HRG and earning around ₹15,000–₹16,000 annually by 

producing about 5–6 kilograms of dried herb,‖ Mr. Ram told The Hindu. 

                        , ―   HRG             इ                    औ       5–6              
   -        उ प                   ₹15,000–₹16,000                                ‖ 
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24J7. Is corruption the biggest threat to India‘s future? 

                                  ब   ब          ? 

 Corruption has shaped elections, toppled governments, and sparked some of the biggest 
public protests in independent India. 

                                                 ,                                             
                          

 With digitalisation and the Right to Information (RTI) Act, citizens were promised greater 
transparency. 

                               (RTI)                                        द         
                    

 Yet has India actually become less corrupt? 

                                      ? 

 This question has become pertinent as thousands of students hold protests seeking 
accountability after the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) paper was leaked 

earlier this year. 

       इ                                  इ                                 (NEET)    
   प                                   बद                                     

 Their campaign has revived memories of the India Against Corruption movement that 

galvanised the country more than a decade ago. 

उ                             प    प                                                       

              प                      
 Is corruption the biggest threat to India‘s future? 

                                                 ? 
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 Shailesh Gandhi and Anjali Bhardwaj discuss the question in a conversation moderated by 
Nivedita Varadarajan. 

            औ                        द     द                               इ      प       
    

 For many, corruption is paying a bribe to get a service delivered. 

                                                                             
 Has digitalisation helped reduce such petty corruption? 

                  इ                                                        ? 

 Anjali Bhardwaj: Corruption in India goes from the highest to the very lowest offices in the 

country and people find it difficult to access even their basic rights and entitlements. 

             :                                                                             
औ           प                                        प                                   

 Unfortunately, digitalisation is being pushed as a magic wand, as if it would make everything 

alright. 

         ,                                                  ई     ई                  
                        

 But experience on the ground shows that digitalisation by itself is not going to prevent 
corruption. 

                                                   प    प                                  
 If you just go into any government office today, it’s an open secret that there will be 

somebody who will expect to be bribed. 

        प                               ,                                 ई     ई       

          प           
 In fact, with digitalisation, another layer has been added for the poor and the marginalised 

who find it very difficult to access services because they are often unlettered and do not have 
access to the Internet. 

        ,                      ब                          ई           ई   ,               
                              उ    प                

 They can’t easily fill up forms on their own. 

                  प                
 Another middleman has been added. 

   औ   ब       इ                       
 They have to go to these private cafes where they are charged obnoxious amounts to get 

government services. 

उ                  प       प                                           उ                     
         

 A proper grievance redressal mechanism needs to be put in place, where if somebody is 
facing corruption, they can file a complaint and it will be redressed in a time-bound manner. 

                               प                 ,            ई                        
                                   औ  उ                      

 A grievance redressal law is required, and it has not been brought through although 
Parliament had discussed it in great detail in 2014. 

                                    ,       इ                              ,         द    
2014    इ  प                     

 The Right to Information Act was intended to make the government accountable. 

                           उ                  बद             
 Has the Act lived up to its promise? 

                प    प      प      उ      ? 
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 Shailesh Gandhi: The Act was one of the best transparency Acts in the world. 

           :                               द                                 
 However, it has been murdered by Supreme Court judgments and bureaucracy. 

                                              इ                                        
 The law has now been modified to such an extent by the Digital Personal Data Protection 

(DPDP) Act, 2023, that all information relating to corruption can be denied. 

                             (DPDP)        , 2023             इ           इ          

                                                                   इ                      
 A lot of countries do not have vigilance departments in most government departments. 

                                                              
 We have them in almost every government department, but they don’t work. 

                                                  ,                                       
 Now we also have a Lokpal burning ₹50-₹60 crore a year delivering nothing. 

         प                  ,     प         ₹50-₹60                     ,       उ    प      

         
 Lokayukta has been there for years and yet we are not getting accountability. 

                            ,             प        बद                         
 Section 19 of the so-called Prevention of Corruption Act used to say that sanction for 

prosecution was required if a public servant was accused of corruption. 

                                       19                             प             
   प              ,    उ                   प                           

 In 2018, Section 17A was introduced, requiring government permission to investigate 
corruption charges. 

2018         17A       ई,                            प                                       
       ई  

 Our judicial system is creaking. 

                                      
 Unless we enforce the rule, corruption cannot reduce. 

                                 प                   ,                             ई    
      

How is DPDP undermining the RTI Act? 

                                                                ? 

 SG: The original Act had an 87-word definition for personal information. 

    :                                   87   द       प           
 It said personal information which was not part of public activity or was intrusion of 

privacy could be denied, but with a caveat that information shall not be denied to Parliament 
or State legislatures; only that information could be denied to citizens. 

उ                                     ,                                                  
              , उ           इ                    ,       इ                               द 

                                     ;                    उ                           
 It was misinterpreted in the Girish Ramchandra Deshpande judgment which said that all 

personal information could be exempt. 

             द                 इ                   ई,                              

            प        प                    
 The Puttaswamy judgment also created such a theory without ensuring that there was a 

balance between right to information and right to privacy. 
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                                           ,                                         औ  
                                          

 In fact, right to privacy has been called a fundamental right without a balance act; it has 
made it easy for the government to refuse sharing all kinds of personal information. 

        ,                                                                                 
   ,                                                            इ                      
    

 Your name is personal, your age is personal, everything is personal. 

 प                 ,  प                 ,                                
 Information is being denied and will slowly finish the RTI Act. 

                     इ                    औ  इ        -                             (RTI Act) 

                
 Does that make uncovering corruption so much harder now than before? 

    इ                  प            प                                        ? 

 AB: The RTI Act came because of a very strong demand for an information access law. 

 ब :                                             ब                                    

               
 It has been used to access information to hold governments accountable. 

इ    उप                 बद                                                
 We see that every year about six million RTI requests are filed in our country. 

                                           60               द                    
 It’s the highest anywhere in the world. 

                               
 The law is used very vibrantly, not just to ensure accountability in the delivery of basic rights, 

but also to expose big-ticket corruption. 

इ           उप                           उप            बद                                , 
     ब                                                प   प                  

 I can hardly remember any big scam that has got exposed in the country in the last 20 years 
where the RTI has not played a seminal role. 

      प    20              ई                        ,       उ                           प    
             ई     

 Whether it is the Vyapam scam, the Adarsh Housing Society scam or the electoral bond 
scheme, the Act has been used. 

                       ,  द                                         ब         ,             
           उप              

 The Act has been very effective in exposing corruption and wrongdoing. 

                   औ                 उ                                 
 Unfortunately, we are also seeing how the CBI, the ED and the Lokpal have been completely 

compromised. 

         ,                          ब   ,     औ                  प                              
 Big-ticket corruption cases are just not being tackled. 

ब                    प              ई                    

Do weak institutions enable corruption, or does corruption weaken institutions? 

                             ब     द      ,                                    ? 
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 SG: My submission is that we make great laws, but do not implement them. 

    :                                           ,       उ                        
 Unless there is punishment, corruption cannot be contained. 

      द            ,         प              प             
 Let me give you a bit of information. 

    प                               
 This was a study done by the Indian Police General in 2008. 

   2008                                                  
 A study observed the performance of the CBI‘s anti-corruption branch from 1980 to 1984. 

इ           1980    1984      ब              -                                          
 What was the outcome of that? 

उ    प            ? 

 About 280 people were accused of corruption in courts. 

     280      प                            प          
 144 got convicted. 

इ       144                
 The average time for investigation was 13.4 months, whereas the average time for the first 

trial was 88 months. 

     प            औ    13.4        ,             द               प          औ    88     

     
 In 2008, it was found that only four people had been in prison for more than 20 days — just 

four people. 

2008       प                           20  द                                —           
       

 Today, corruption is an ‗all-profit, negligible-risk‘ activity. 

              ‗        ,           ‘                          
 So long as this continues, there will be people who will take advantage of this. 

                        ,                        इ        उ            
 We make laws and we break laws. 

                     औ  उ                 
 We should demand a road map for judicial delays to be less than one year. 

               ब                                                           
 In less than one year over 90% cases should be decided; this is being done in various 

countries in the world. 

                    90%                    प               ;                               
           

 Second, all Information Commissioners are appointed without any transparency. 

     ,                                          द                     
 We expect people who are selected in a non-transparent manner to deliver transparency. 

   उ             द          प           ,                 प                       
 How does this work? 

                       ? 

 Lakhs of people were there on the roads of Delhi for the Lokpal. 

                        द            प           उ        
 After the Lokpal was created, everybody lost interest. 

             प                               ई  
 Nobody bothers whether they are delivering or not. 

     ई                      प                           
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 Thirdly, the RTI Act should be strengthened. 

     ,                            औ                              
 The amendment by the DPDP Act should be taken back. 

                                         प                   
 Finally, the media should take it on itself to track 10-15 celebrity corruption cases, track 

them and see how they have progressed. 

     ,                10-15                                                  औ           
         उ               ई     

 AB: In a democracy, it is important to ensure that institutions of accountability, which are 
the Executive, the Judiciary, and the Legislature, remain accountable to the people of India 

and function properly. 

 ब :                                                 बद                    —           , 
           औ           —                     उ           औ                       

 Unfortunately, these institutions have been systematically weakened. 

         , इ                      प                       
 The government has understood that the best way to not be transparent is to continue to 

work behind a veil of secrecy. 

                              द                                                          
         

 To do this, they need to subvert the Information Commissioners‘ functioning. 

                                                                  
 A way to do this is to not make appointments to the Information Commissions. 

इ                                                      
 Since May 2014, when the BJP came to power, not a single Information Commissioner has 

been appointed to the Central Information Commission till people approached the 
Supreme Court or the Judiciary. 

   2014                     (BJP)                     ,                                  
                                 ,                                                
                 ई  

 When the courts order an appointment, they are made in a completely non-transparent 
manner. 

                                  ,                  प         प                           
 We are also seeing that institutions like the ED, the CBI or the Lokpal, simply don’t do the 

investigations that are required of them to hold those in power accountable. 

                          ,   ब    औ                                                            
                              

 It’s almost as if corruption is only being done by the Opposition. 

                                                                 

Is corruption the biggest threat to the future? 

                          ब   ब          ? 

 AB: Well, yes, because corruption has a very real human cost. 

 ब :    ,                                             प        
 How can a country expect to be developed if corruption is not addressed? 

                                    ,      ई                                             
  ? 

 If there is massive corruption in the delivery of basic rights, like rations or healthcare or 
education, how can we hope to become a developed country? 
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        ,                                                   प           प            ,       

                                         ? 

 When there is corruption and crony capitalism, there is every incentive for those in power 
to subvert institutions. 

           औ             द (              )                ,                        प   

                         प                     
 SG: If India is at the 79th position in the Rule of Law Index, we have no hope of being 

among the top nations of the world. 

    :                             79        प    ,                                         

                        
 We need to change that. 

    इ                       
 We need to ensure that corruption cases are disposed of in less than a year. 

                                                   प                                   

 
 
 


